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Preface

I am a sociologist—both by profession and by temperament. It’s what I do for a liv-
ing and how I see the world. I consider myself enormously lucky to have the kind of
job I have, teaching and writing about the world in which we live.

I love sociology. I love that it gives us a way to see the world that is different
from any other way of seeing the world. It’s a lens, and when I hold that lens up
to the world, I see shapes and patterns that help me understand it, colors and move-
ment that enable me to perceive depth and shading. I love sociology because when
I see those shapes, those patterns, and those shades of gray, I feel hopeful that we
can, as citizens and sociologists, contribute to making that world a better place
for all of us.

Teachers in general are a pretty optimistic bunch. By working with you to develop
your own critical engagement with the world—developing ideas, using evidence to back
up assertions, deepening and broadening your command of information—we believe
that your life will be better for it. You will get a better job, be a more engaged and
active citizen, maybe even be a better parent, friend, or partner than you might other-
wise have been. We believe that education is a way to improve your life on so many dif-
ferent levels. Pretty optimistic, no?

In this book, we have tried to communicate that way of seeing and that optimism
about how you can use a sociological lens.

Why Study Sociology?
A Message to Students

So, what did people say when you told them you were taking sociology?

They probably looked at you blankly, “Like, what is sociology?” They might say,
“And what can you do with it?” Sociology is often misunderstood. Some think it’s
nothing more than what my roommate told me when I said I was going to go to grad-
uate school in sociology. (He was pre-med.) “Sociology makes a science out of com-
mon sense,” he said dismissively.

It turns out he was wrong: What we think of as common sense turns out to be
wrong a lot of the time. The good news is that sociologists are often the ones who
point out that what “everybody knows” isn’t necessarily true. In a culture saturated
by self-help books, pop psychology, and TV talk shows promising instant and com-
plete physical makeovers and utter psychological transformation, sociology says “wait
a minute, not so fast.”

Our culture tells us that all social problems are really individual problems. Poor
people are poor because they don’t work hard enough, and racial discrimination is
simply the result of prejudiced individuals.

And the “solutions” offered by TV talk shows and self-help books also center
around individual changes. If you work hard, you can make it. If you want to change,
you can change. Social problems, they counsel, are really a set of individual problems
all added together. Racism, sexism, or homophobia is really the result of unenlight-
ened people holding bad attitudes. If they changed their attitudes, those enormous
problems would dissolve like sugar in your coffee.

XXi
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Sociology has a different take. Sociologists see society as a dynamic interaction
between individuals and institutions, like education, economy, and government.
Changing yourself might be necessary for you to live a happier life, but it has little
impact on the effects of those institutions. And changing attitudes would make so-
cial life far more pleasant, but problems like racial or gender inequality are embed-
ded in the ways those institutions are organized. It will take more than attitudinal
shifts to fix that.

One of sociology’s greatest strengths is also what makes it so elusive or discom-
fiting. We often are in a position in which we contrast American mythologies with
sociological realities.

I remember a song as I was growing up called “Only in America” by Jay and the
Americans, which held that only in this country could “a guy from anywhere,” “with-
out a cent” maybe grow up to be a millionaire or president. Pretty optimistic, right?
And it takes a sociologist, often, to burst that bubble, to explain that it’s really not
true—that the likelihood of a poor boy or girl making it in the United States is
minuscule and that virtually everyone ends up in the same class position as his or her
parents. It sounds almost unpatriotic to say that the best predictors of your eventual
position in society are the education and occupation of your parents.

Sociology offers some answers to questions that may therefore be unpopular—
because they emphasize the social and the structural over the individual and psycho-
logical, because they reveal the relationship between individual experience and social
reality, and because structural barriers impede our ability to realize our dreams.

This often leads introductory students to feel initially depressed. Because these
problems are so deeply embedded in our society, and because all the educational
enlightenment in the world might not budge these powerful institutional forces—
well, what’s the use? Might as well just try and get yours, and the heck with every-
one else.

But then, as we understand the real mission of sociology, students often feel invig-
orated, inspired. Sociology’s posture is exactly the opposite—and that’s what makes
it so compelling. Understanding those larger forces means, as the Who put it, “we
won’t get fooled again!”

What also makes sociology compelling is that it connects those two dimensions.
It is because we believe that all social problems are really the result of individual
weaknesses and laziness that those social problems remain in place. It is because we
believe that poverty can be eliminated by hard work that poverty doesn’t get elimi-
nated. If social problems are social, then reducing poverty, or eliminating racial or
gender discrimination, will require more than individual enlightenment; it will require
large-scale political mobilization to change social institutions. And the good news is
that sociologists have also documented the ways that those institutions themselves
are always changing, always being changed.

Why Study Sociology Right Now?
A Message to Students and
Instructors

Understanding our society has never been more important. Sociology offers perhaps
the best perspective on what are arguably the two dominant trends of our time, glob-
alization and multiculturalism.

Globalization refers to the increasingly interlocked processes and institutions that
span the entire world rather than in one country. Goods and services are produced

o
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and distributed globally. Information moves instantly. You want to know how much
things have changed? More than 2,000 soldiers in both the Union and Confederate
armies were killed in the summer of 1865—that is, after the Civil War had ended.
Why? Because no one had told them the war was over.

Globalization makes the world feel smaller, leaves us all far more intimately con-
nected. And since people all over the world are wearing the same sneakers, eating the
same fast food, and connecting by the Internet and texting each other, we are becom-
ing more and more similar.

On the other hand, multiculturalism makes us keenly aware of how we are
different. Globalization may make the world smaller, but we remain divided by religious-
inspired wars, racial and ethnic identities, blood feuds, tribal rivalries, and what is
generally called “sectarian violence.”

Multiculturalism describes the ways in which we create identities that at once
make us “global citizens” and also, at the same time, local and familial, based on our
membership in racial, ethnic, or gender categories. Here in the United States, we have
not become one big happy family, as some predicted a century ago. Instead of the
“melting pot” in which each group would become part of the same “stew,” we are,
at our best, a “beautiful mosaic” of small groups that, when seen from afar, creates
a beautiful pattern while each tile retains its distinct shape and beauty.

Globalization and multiculturalism make the world feel closer and also more
divided; and they make the distances between us as people seem both tiny and
unbridgeably large.

Globalization and multiculturalism are not only about the world—they are about
us, individually. We draw our sense of who we are, our identities, from our member-
ship in those diverse groups into which we are born or that we choose. Our identities—
who we think we are—come from our gender, race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, age,
religion, region, nation, and tribe. From these diverse locations, we piece together an
identity, a sense of self. Sometimes one or another feels more important than others,
but at other times other elements emerge as equally important.

And these elements of our identities also turn out to be the bases on which
social hierarchies are built. Social inequality is organized from the same elements as
identity—resources and opportunities are distributed in our society on the basis of
race, class, ethnicity, age, sexuality, gender, and so forth.

A sociological perspective has never been more important to enabling us to
understand these problems, because sociology has become the field that has most fully
embraced globalization and multiculturalism as the central analytic lenses through
which we view social life.

Why Use Sociology Now?
A Message to Instructors

The field of sociology has changed enormously since I first went to graduate school
in the mid-1970s. At the time, two paradigms, functionalism and conflict theory, bat-
tled for dominance in the field, each one claiming to explain social processes better
than the other. At the time, symbolic interactionism seemed a reasonable way to
understand microlevel processes.

That was an era of great conflict in our society: the civil rights, women’s, and
gay and lesbian movements; protests against the Vietnam war; hippies. On cam-
puses these groups vied with far more traditional, conservative, and career-oriented
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students whose collegiate identity came more from the orderly 1950s than the tu-
multuous 1960s.

Just as the world has changed since then, so, too, has sociology—both substan-
tively and demographically. New perspectives have emerged from older models, and
terms like rational choice, poststructuralism, collective mobilization, cultural tool
kit—not to mention multiculturalism and globalization—have become part of our
daily lexicon.

Demographically, sociology is the field that has been most transformed by the
social movements of the last decades of the twentieth century. Because sociology
interrogates the connections between identities and inequalities, it has become a home
to those groups who were historically marginalized in American society: women, peo-
ple of color, gays and lesbians. The newest sections in the American Sociological As-
sociation are those on the Body, Sexualities, and Race, Class, and Gender; the largest
sections are no longer Medical Sociology and Organizational Sociology, but now Sex
and Gender, Culture, and Race.

It turned out that symbolic interactionism was resilient enough to remain a the-
oretical lens through which social interaction and processes can still be understood.
That’s largely because the old textbook model of “three paradigms” placed the three
in a somewhat stilted competition: conflict and functionalism were the macro theo-
ries; interactionism stood alone as a micro theory.

Themes: Exploring the Questions of Today

One of the biggest differences you’ll see immediately in Sociology Now is that we
have built on older functionalism—conflict theory—interactionism models with a
contemporary approach. We no longer believe these paradigms are battling for
dominance; students needn’t choose between competing models. Sociology is a
synthetic discipline—for us the question is almost never “either/or,” and thus the
answer is almost always “both/and.”

Sociology is also, often, a debunking discipline, rendering old truisms into com-
plex, contextualized processes and interactions. What “everybody knows” to be true
often turns out not to be. We didn’t learn everything we needed to know in kinder-
garten. It’s more complicated than that!

And using globalization and multiculturalism as the organizing themes of the
book helps to illustrate exactly how “both/and” actually works. The world isn’t
smaller or bigger—it’s both. We’re not more united or more diverse—we’re both.
We’re not more orderly or more in conflict—we’re both. And sociology is the field
that explains the way that “both” sides exist in a dynamic tension with each other.
What’s more, sociology explains why, and how, and in what ways they exist in that
tension.

This way of expressing where sociology is now turned out to be quite amenable
to the traditional architecture of a sociology textbook. The general sections of the
book, and the individual chapter topics, are not especially different from the chapter
organization of other textbooks.

There are, however, some important differences.

First, globalization is not the same as cross-national comparisons. Globalization
is often imagined as being about “them”—other cultures and other societies. And
while examples drawn from other cultures are often extremely valuable to a sociol-
ogist, especially in challenging ethnocentrism, globalization is about processes that
link “us” and “them.” Thus, many of our examples, especially our cultural references,
are about the United States—in relation to the rest of the world. This enables students
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both to relate to the topic and also to see how it connects with the larger global forces
at work.

Globalization is woven into every chapter—and, perbaps more important, every
American example is connected to a global process or issue.

Second, multiculturalism is not the same as social stratification. Every sociology
textbook has separate chapters on class, race, age, and gender. (We have added a few,
which I will discuss below.) But in some books, that’s about as far as it goes—chapters
on “other topics” do not give adequate sociological treatment to the ways in which
our different positions affect our experience of other sociological institutions and
processes.

Multiculturalism is used as a framing device in every chapter. Every chapter
describes the different ways in which race, class, age, ethnicity, sexuality, and
gender organize people’s experiences within institutions.

Within Part Two, on “Identities and Inequalities,” we deal with each of these facets
of identity—age, class, race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality—separately, of course. But
we are vitally concerned, also, with the ways in which they intersect with each other.
When, after all, do you start being middle class and stop being Black? Contemporary
sociological inquiry requires that we examine the intersections among these various
elements of identity and inequality, understanding how they interact, amplify, and
contradict each other.

These aspects of identity both unite us (as elements of identity) and divide us—
into groups that compete for scarce resources. These are the dimensions of social life
that organize inequality. Thus we explore both—identity and inequality.

Multiculturalism requires not just that we “add women (or any other group) and
stir”—the ways that some courses and textbooks tried to revamp themselves in the
last few decades of the twentieth century to embrace diversity. Multiculturalism re-
quires that we begin from questions of diversity and identity, not end there. This book
attempts to do that.

Organization

In the Essentials edition, we’ve reorganized several chapters and departed somewhat
from standard introductory textbook formats (as well as from the complete edition
of this text).

e Chapter 10, Age and Sexuality. We’ve included a chapter on both age and sexu-
ality, not because it’s trendy, but because it’s sociologically accurate. While most
other textbooks have a chapter on age, they are often really relabeled gerontol-
ogy chapters and deal exclusively with aging—that is, with old people. We’ve
added new material on youth. Half the chapter focuses on youth as an identity
and as a source of inequality. After all, when we discuss age stratification, it is
both old and young who experience discrimination. Our students know this; we
should acknowledge it in our textbooks. And, again, it has been sociologists who
have been at the forefront of exploring and understanding youth—as identity and
as a basis for inequality.

Over the past several decades, sexuality has emerged as one of the primary foun-
dations of identity, while, at the same time, inequalities based on sexuality have emerged
as among the nation’s (and the world’s) most charged arenas of inequality. And soci-
ologists were in the forefront of the effort to identify sexuality as a primary founda-
tion of identity. Chapter 10 acknowledges that.

Students today are eager to discuss these issues. Textbooks developed in the
late twentieth century have not fully taken account of the massive changes that our
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current interest in sexuality has wrought—changes augured by movements both to
liberalize and to restrict sexual expression and to multiply the variations of sexual
identities, the importance of HIV in reconstituting sexual behaviors, and current
campus sexual behaviors.

¢ Chapter 13, Politics and Media. Paired with the discussion of politics, we have in-
cluded a detailed treatment of media because the world has changed so enormously
in the past few decades, and the media have been among the most important causes,
and consequences, of those changes. Few institutions are more centrally involved
in both globalization and multiculturalism. And, again, it has been sociologists who
have come to see the increased centrality of the media in both the creation of iden-
tity and the global distribution of information. Sociologists have insisted that media
(and peer groups) must take their place as equally important agents of childhood
socialization as the former “big three”—family, religion, and education. And while
some of us are zooming down the information superhighway; others are stuck on
barely passable dirt tracks.

e Chapter 15, Sociology of Environments: The Natural, Physical, and Human Worlds.
Students are eager to discuss the environment. Few issues are more pressing to the
current generation of college students than the environment. Indeed, few issues seem
to be more pressing to our society as a whole. Yet while many textbooks discuss
aspects of the environment, they typically focus on the “human” environment
(chapters on demography and population) or the “built” environment (a chapter
on urbanization). While fundamental and necessary, these books often leave out
the third element of the environmental equation: the natural environment.

We have reconceptualized the chapter on the environment to focus on all three
elements: human, built, and natural. It is, after all, the interaction among these three
elements that structures the sorts of issues we face and constructs and constrains
the sorts of policy options available to meet environmental needs. We believe that
this framing will better equip a new generation of sociology students to understand
and engage with the vital environmental issues of our time.

Finally, the chapter on methods has been moved from its more common place as
Chapter 2 to Chapter 4. That is not because we have somehow “demoted” methods
to a less-important place in the sociology curriculum. In fact, it’s because we see it as
that much more important.

e Chapter 4, How Do We Know What We Know? The Methods of the Sociologist.
We believe that methods don’t exist in a conceptual vacuum. Strategies of research-
ing sociological problems come only after one has a problem to investigate. We have
placed the discussion of classical and contemporary theory (Chapter 1) and of the
conceptual foundations of sociology—culture, society, organization, interaction—
before the discussion of methods because, we believe, it’s more sociological to do
so. When sociologists do research, they don’t begin with a method and then go look-
ing for a problem. They begin with a problem, drawn from the conceptual foun-
dations of the field, and then determine the sorts of methodological strategies that
they might use to comprehend it.

What’s more, we believe that sociological methods are so important that we
should not end our discussion of methodology with the individual methods chap-
ter. One of the distinctive elements of Sociology Now: The Essentials is the “How
Do We Know What We Know?” feature box. In each substantive chapter, we stop
and ask exactly how sociologists have come to know what we know about a cer-
tain topic. That is, we discuss different methods used in sociological research. Thus
the discussion of methods is woven into each chapter, and it is woven in in context
with substantive sociological questions.
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Distinctive Features

The “How Do We Know What We Know?” box is only one of several fea-
tures of Sociology Now that are fresh and exciting for students, enhancing
their enjoyment of the text without sacrificing any of the substance.

» Did You Know?

information that are funny, strange, a little offbeat, but illustrate
the sociological ideas being discussed.

For example, did you know that the notion that the Eski-
mos have 24 different words for snow is a myth? Did you know
that at the turn of the last century, baby boys were supposed to
be dressed in red or pink and little girls in blue?

You won’t draw their attention to all of these factoids, but
the students are going to enjoy reading them. And we guaran-
tee that there are at least a few that you didn’t know!

P> Sociology and Our World. Among the most exciting and re-
warding parts of teaching introductory sociology is revealing to
students how what we study is so immediately applicable to the
world in which we all live. Thus, each chapter has at least two
boxes that make this connection explicit. They’re there to help
the student see the connections between their lives, which they
usually think are pretty interesting, and sociology, which they
might, at first, fear as dry and irrelevant. And these boxes also
are there to facilitate classroom discussions, providing only a
couple of examples of what could be numerous possibilities to
apply sociology to contemporary social questions.

» What Do You Think? and What Does America Think?

position of “this is just my own personal opinion”—which
floats, unhinged from any social contexts. We ask that they con-
textualize, that they refer to how they formed their opinions and
to what sorts of evidence they might use to demonstrate the em-
pirical veracity of their position. How they came to think what
they think is often as important as what they think.

But students often benefit enormously from knowing what
other people think as well. What percentage of Americans agree
with you? Throughout each chapter, we’ve included a boxed
feature that asks students questions taken directly from the
General Social Survey. At the end of the chapter, we provide
the information about what a representative sample of Amer-
icans think about the same topic, to give a student a sense of
where his or her opinion fits with the rest of the country. Crit-
ical-thinking questions based on the data encourage students
to think about how factors like race, gender, and class influ-
ence our perceptions and attitudes.

Each chapter is punctuated by several “Did You
Know?” boxes. These are generally short sociological factoids, tidbits of
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Group Conformity

» How Do We Know What We Know? As mentioned above, this feature
enables us to show students how methods actually work in the exploration
of sociological problems. Instead of confining methods to its own chap-
ter and then ignoring it for the remainder of the book, we ask, for ex-
ample, how sociologists measure social mobility (Chapter 7), or how
we use statistics to examine the relationship between race and intelligence
(Chapter 8), or how participant observation studies of gangs have changed
our views of inner-city life (Chapter 6).

Sometimes, we show how bad methods have been used to support
various arguments, such as nineteeth-century arguments against women
entering higher education (Chapter 9), the notion that men experience a
“midlife crisis” (Chapter 10), or even the recent claim by economist Steven
Levitt that the legalization of abortion in 1973 led to the decline in vio-

lent crime two decades later (Chapter 6).
In this way, students can see method-in-action as a tool that sociol-
ogists use to discover the patterns of the social world.

XXviii PREFACE

» An Engaging Writing Style.  All textbook writers strive for clarity; a
few even reach for elegance. This book is no exception. We’ve tried to
write the book in a way that conveys a lot of information, but also in a way that en-
gages the students where they live. Not only are concepts always followed by exam-
ples, but we frequently use examples drawn from pop culture—from TV, movies, and
music—and even from videos and video games.
This will not only make the students’ reading experience seem more immediate
but should also enable the instructor to illustrate the relevance of sociological con-
cepts to the students’ lives.
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specific text. I am grateful to them all.

There has also been an ongoing conversation with my students, both graduate
and undergraduate, throughout my career. They’ve kept me attentive to the shifts
in the field and committed to working constantly on my own pedagogical strategies
to communicate them. My teaching assistants over the years have been especially
perceptive—and unafraid to communicate their thoughts and opinions!

I have spent my entire career teaching in large public universities—UC Berkeley,
UC Santa Cruz, Rutgers, and now Stony Brook—teaching undergraduate students
who are, overwhelmingly, first-generation college students, and most often immigrants
and members of minority groups. They represent the next generation of Americans,
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they have changed how I see the world.
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I may be a rather impressionable guy, because were I to list them all, I think the
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At the beginning of this preface, I said I was really lucky because my job is so
amazingly rewarding, and because I get to do something that is in harmony with my
values, with how I see the world.

But I’'m also really lucky because I get to do virtually everything—including
the writing of this book—with my wife, Amy Aronson. Amy is a professor of Jour-
nalism and Media Studies at Fordham University; she comes to her sociological
imagination through her background in the humanities and her experiences as a
magazine editor (Working Woman). In the writing of this book, we have been com-
pletely equal partners—this is the only part I have written myself. (Don’t worry:
She edited it!)

Amy thanks her colleagues at Fordham University, Lincoln Center, for their sup-
port and various helpful comments. She’s grateful always to Robert Ferguson for his
unwavering encouragement over the years.

And we both thank our respective families—Winnie Aronson, Nancy Aronson,
Barbara and Herb Diamond, Sandi Kimmel and Patrick Murphy, Ed Kimmel, Bill
Diamond, Jeff Diamond, Leslie and Bruce Hodes, and Lauren Kaplan—for believing
in us and cheering us on.

And we thank Zachary, our son. At age 9, he’s been a lively critic of some of our
ideas, a curious listener, and a patient family member. (He helped pick some of the
pictures!) Every single day, when he recounts the day’s events at school, or is at soc-
cer or ice hockey practice, or observes something in the neighborhood, or asks a ques-
tion about the news—he reminds us of the importance of a sociological perspective
in making sense of the world.

PREFACE = XXXi



KIMM 3100 _FM pi xli.gxd 6/18/08 8:59 AM Page xxxii $

And finally I thank Amy. As partners in our lives, as parents to our son, and in
our collaboration on this and other books, we work toward a marriage of equals, in
which the idea of gender equality is a lived reality, not some utopian dream.

Michael Kimmel
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Instructor Supplements

Unless otherwise noted, instructor’s supplements are available at no charge to adopters
and available in printed or duplicated formats, as well as electronically through the Pearson
Higher Education Instructor Resource Center (www.pearsonhighered.com/irc).

Instructor’s Manual (Jennifer E. Lerner, Northern Virginia Community College,
Loudoun) For each chapter in the text, the Instructor’s Manual provides chapter
summaries and outlines, learning objectives, key terms and people, teaching sugges-
tions (which include film suggestions, in-class activities, and projects and homework
exercises), and references for further research and reading. The Instructor’s Manual
also includes “Try It” activities, along with notes for the instructor.

Test Bank (Elizabeth Pare, Wayne State University) The Test Bank contains approx-
imately 90 questions per chapter in multiple-choice, true-false, short answer, fill-in-
the-blank, essay, and open-book formats. The open-book questions challenge students
to look beyond words and answer questions based on the text’s figures, tables, and
maps. All questions are labeled and scaled according to Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Computerized Test Bank The printed Test Bank is also available through Pearson’s
computerized testing system, TestGen EQ. This fully networkable test-generating soft-
ware is available for Windows and Macintosh. The user-friendly interface allows you
to view, edit, and add questions, transfer questions to tests, and print tests in a vari-
ety of fonts. Search and sort features allow you to locate questions quickly and to
arrange them in whatever order you prefer.

PowerPoint™ Presentation (Kell Stone, El Camino College) These PowerPoint slides
on a CD, created especially for Sociology Now, feature lecture outlines for every chap-
ter and many of the tables, charts, and maps from the text. PowerPoint software is
not required, as a PowerPoint viewer is included.

Clicker PowerPoint™ Slides (Kell Stone, El Camino College) Clicker-ready PowerPoint®
slides can be used in the classroom with the Personal Response System. Each Check-
point problem from the text is included on an individual slide, followed by a slide
with its guided solution. Instructors can assign these as in-class assignments or re-
view quizzes. The Clicker PowerPoint slides for Sociology Now: The Essentials, also
incorporate opinion questions based on the “What Do You Think?” feature to stim-
ulate class discussion.

Sociology Active Learning Library (General Editor Kathy Rowell, Sinclair Community
College) The “TryIt!” exercises in this text are taken from Allyn & Bacon’s Sociology
Active Learning Library (SALLY), a website where we are collecting class-tested,
hands-on learning activities from instructors across the country. Adopters of Sociology
Now: The Essentials can request access to all of the activies archived in SALLY.
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Learning activities have been evaluated and developed to make sure they pedagogi-
cally complete and ready to use in the classroom (www.activelearninglibrary.com).

ABC News Sociology Videotapes and DVDs Pearson Arts and Sciences has licensed a
number of news reports and documentary-style programs from Nightline, World News
Tonight, and 20/20 that illustrate sociological themes. Choose from a collection that
covers general sociology topics, or others that examine specific topics such as race, class,
gender, deviance, aging, or social institutions. Contact your Pearson Arts and Sciences
representative for details.

Sociology Video Library Third-party videos are available on every major topic in
sociology. Some of the videos are from Films for the Humanities and Sciences and
Annenberg/CPB. Some restrictions apply. Contact your Pearson Arts and Sciences rep-
resentative for details.

The Video Professor: Applying Lessons in Sociology to Classic and Modern Films (Anthony
W. Zumpetta, West Chester University) This manual describes hundreds of com-
mercially available videos that represent 19 of the most important topics in introduc-
tory sociology textbooks. Each topic lists a number of movies, along with specific
assignments and suggestions for class use. It is available in print and electronically
through the Pearson Higher Education Instructor Resource Center.

InterWrite PRS (Personal Response System) Assess your students’ progress with the
Personal Response System—an easy-to-use wireless polling system that enables you
to pose questions, record results, and display those results instantly in your classroom.

® Each student uses a cell-phone-sized transmitter that he or she brings to class.

® You ask multiple-choice, numerical-answer, or matching questions during class; stu-
dents simply click their answer into their transmitter.

® A classroom receiver (portable or mounted) connected to your computer tabulates
all answers and displays them graphically in class.

® Results can be recorded for grading, attendance, or simply used as a discussion
point.

Our partnership with PRS allows us to offer student rebate cards bundled with
any Allyn and Bacon/Longman text. The rebate card has a direct value of $20.00 and
can be redeemed with the purchase of a new PRS student transmitter. In addition, in-
stitutions that order 40 or more new textbook plus rebate-card bundles will receive
the classroom receiver (a $250 value), software, and support at no additional cost.
We also offer sets of questions for introductory sociology designed to be used with
Personal Response Systems. Contact your Pearson Arts and Sciences representative
or for more information (www.ablongman.com/prs).

Student Supplements

Study Guide (Shelly McGrath, Southern Illinois University)  The Study Guide is
designed to help students prepare for quizzes and exams. For every chapter in the text,
it contains a chapter summary, lists of key terms and people, a practice test with 25
multiple-choice questions and an answer key, and a set of PowerPoint lecture
outlines. We have also included a list of videos, simulations, and other activities stu-
dents can find in MySocLab for further exploration of topics in each chapter. It can
be packaged on request with the text at no additional cost.

Study Card for Introduction to Sociology Compact, efficient, and laminated for dura-
bility, the Allyn and Bacon Study Card for Introductory Sociology condenses course

A NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER ABOUT SUPPLEMENTS = XXXV
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MyLab

information down to the basics, helping students quickly master fundamental facts
and concepts or prepare for an exam. It can be packaged on request with this text at
no additional charge.

Online Course Management

MySocLab MySocLab is a state-of-the-art interactive and instructive solution for in-
troductory sociology, delivered within CourseCompass or Pegasus, Pearson’s course
management systems hosted nationally on our server. MySocLab is built around a
complete e-book version of the text and is designed to be used as a supplement to a
traditional lecture course or to completely administer an online course. Users can
watch interviews with the authors of this text and other prominent social scientists,
listen to stories from the National Public Radio archives, read current newspaper ar-
ticles, and take self-scoring practice tests to prepare for quizzes and exams. Some fea-
tures in the print text are identified by a MyLab icon, and can be carried out online
in MySoclab:

® All of the “What Do You Think?” survey questions.

® Selected “Try It!” learning activities.

® Selected maps and figures, where the data can be explored using the virtual globe
program, Google Earth.

When you see the icon, go to www.mysoclab.com to access miscellaneous addi-
tional features. MySocLab also includes a tutorial on “Writing about Sociology.”
Customize your course or use the materials as presented. This material is free to
students when the text is packaged with a MySocLab Student Access Code Card
for either the Pegasus or Course Compass platforms (www.mysoclab.com).

MySocLah, Website Version The website version provides virtually the same online
content and interactivity as MySocLab, without any of the course management fea-
tures or requirements. Students not using the Pegasus or Course Compass versions
of MySocLab will automatically receive an Access Code Card for the website version.

WebCT and Blackboard Test Banks For colleges and universities with WebCT™ and
Blackboard™ licenses, we have converted the complete Test Bank into these popular
course management platforms. Adopters can request a copy on CD or download the
electronic file by logging in to our Instructor Resource Center.

Additional Supplements

The Allyn and Bacon Social Atlas of the United States (William H. Frey, University of
Michigan, with Amy Beth Anspach and Jobn Paul DeWitt) This brief and accessi-
ble atlas uses colorful maps, graphs, and some of the best social science data avail-
able to survey the leading social, economic, and political indicators of American
society. It is available for purchase separately or packaged with this text at a signifi-
cant discount.

Careers in Sociology, Third Edition (W. Richard Stephens, Eastern Nazarene College)
This supplement explains how sociology can help students prepare for careers in such
fields as law, gerontology, social work, business, and computers. It also examines how
sociologists entered the field. The supplement is packaged on request with this text
at no additional charge.

XXXVi A NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER ABOUT SUPPLEMENTS
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Additional

AcCKNnowledgments

Many sociology instructors were consulted about this text in various ways and at var-
ious stages of development. The following people were interviewed by telephone, filled
out a survey, or participated in a focus group. The information they shared with us—
what they like and don’t like about their textbooks, what goes on in their classroom,
what matters most to their students and to sociologists today—all contributed to the

making of Sociology Now.

Gabriel Acevedo, University of Texas at
San Antonio

Anora Ackerson, Kalamazoo Valley
Community College

Isaac Addai, Lansing Community College

Francis Adeola, University of New Orleans

Bob Alexander, North Hennepin
Community College

Sarah Allred, Berry College

Sandra Alvarez, Shippensburg University

Sine Anahita, University of Alaska,
Fairbanks

Judy Andreasson, North Idaho College

Karl-Erik Andreasson, North Idaho
College

Amy Armenia, Hofstra University

Matt Aronson, Colorado State University

Grace Auyang, University of Cincinnati

Carl Backman, Auburn University

Deborah Baiano Berman, Framingham
State College

Parris Baker, Gannon University

Dorothy Balancio, Mercy College

Anthony Balzano, Sussex County
Community College, Newton

Heidi Barajas, University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis

Nielan Barnes, California State University,
Long Beach

Cynthia Barnett, Moorpark College

Angel Basabe, Milwaukee Area Technical
College

Diane Bates, The College of New Jersey

Timothy Baylor, Lock Haven University

Todd Bernhardt, Broward Community
College

Sheli Bernstein-Goff, West Liberty State
College

Terry Besser, lowa State University

Chris Biga, University of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee

Debbie Bishop, Lansing Community College

Dorothy Blackman, Cuyahoga Community
College, Metro

Daniel Boudon, Hofstra University

Karen Boyd, Indiana University,
South Bend

Robert Brainerd, Highland Community
College

Jennifer Brennom, Kirkwood College

Jack Brouillette, Colorado State University

Ralph Brown, Brigham Young University

Valerie Brown, Cuyahoga Community
College, Metro

Ryan Caldwell, Texas A&M University

Walt Calgaro, Prairie State College

Thomas Calhoun, Southern Illinois
University, Carbondale

Roberta Campbell, University of
Cincinnatti

Allison Carey, Shippensburg University

Michael Carolan, Colorado State
University

Mark Carpenter, Columbus State
Community College

Ellen Casper-Flood, Dutchess County
Community College

Bruce Chadwick, Brigham Young
University

Brenda Chaney, Ohio State University

Brenda Chappell, University of Central
Oklahoma

Janet Christopulos, Milwaukee Area
Technical College

Jean Christy, Delaware Technical and
Community College, Stanton Campus

Kristi Clark-Miller, Montana State
University
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College
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Tom Conroy, Lehman College
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University
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College
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College

Karen Dalke, University of Wisconsin-
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University

Michelle Dietert, Texas Women’s
University

Keri Diggins, Scottsdale Community
College

Yanyi Djamba, Auburn University
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Dennis Downey, University of Utah

Gregory Dunaway, Mississippi State
University

Al Dunkleman, Cleveland Community
College

Rick Duque, Louisiana State University

Isaac Eberstein, Florida State University

Jean Egan, Asnuntuck Community College

June Ellestad, University of Montana

Leslie Elrod, University of Cincinnati,
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Deborah Engelen-Eigles, Century College

Rebecca Fahrlander, University of
Nebraska at Omaha
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College

Charles Faupel, Auburn University

Heather Feldhaus, Bloomsburg University

Kathryn Feltey, University of Akron

Juanita Firestone, University of Texas,
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Karen Fischer, Fingerlakes Community
College

Rosalind Fisher, University of West Florida

Cynthia Flores-Martinez, San Antonio
College

Patrick Fontane, St. Louis College
of Pharmacy
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College
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College
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Bill Kimberlin, Bowling Green State
University

Donald King, Dordt College

Theresa Kintz, Wilkes University

Kathleen Korgen, William Paterson
University
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Community College

Rosalind Kopfstein, Western Connecticut
State University

Kathleen Korgen, Millersville University

Susan Krook, Normandale Community
College

Lawrence Leavitt, Holyoke Community
College

Thomas Lehman, Tallahassee Community
College

Donovan Leigh, Anoka Technical College

Jason Leiker, Utah State University

Lora Lempert, University of Michigan,
Dearborn
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Jonathan Lewis, Benedictine University

Nkrumah Lewis, University of North
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Mareci Littlefield, Indiana University
Purdue University Indianapolis

William LoPresti, Hofstra University

Joanna Maatta, Pennsylvania State
University

Dennis MacDonald, Saint Anselm College
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Ross MacMillan, University of Minnesota

Scott Magnuson-Martinson, Normandale
Community College

Kristy Maher, Furman University
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University
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Florida
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