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F

First having read the book of myths, 374

First time I was sweet sixteen, 371

Five years have passed; five summers, with the length, 151

For God’s sake hold your tongue, and let me love, 355

For my people everywhere singing their slave songs repeatedly, 1227

From my mother’s sleep I fell into the State, 991

G

Gee, but it’s hard to love someone, when that someone don’t love 
you, 361

H

Had we but world enough, and 
time, 357

Half a league, half a league, 974

He said he would be back and we’d drink wine together, 378

He was found by the Bureau of Statistics to be, 1251

Hog Butcher for the World, 648

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways, 358

How we drift in the twilight of bus stations, 1282

I

I am tired of work; I am tired of building up somebody else’s civilization, 662

I am told by many of you that I must forgive and so I shall, 1284

I cannot remember all the times he hit me, 1235

I have known the inexorable sadness 
of pencils, 646

I have wanted excellence in the 
knife-throw, 166

I know I’m not sufficiently 
obscure, 1257

I know that I shall meet my fate, 980

I like to think of Harriet 
Tubman, 1229

I lived in a town away down 
south, 663

I met the Bishop on the road, 158

I saw in Louisiana a live-oak 
growing, 359

i sing of Olaf glad and big, 1246

I sit and sew—a useless task it 
seems, 981

I was eight years old and running with a dime in my hand, 696

I went into a public ’ouse to get a pint 
o’ beer, 976

I went to the Garden of Love, 336

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 1244

If I could weep with fear in a solitary house, 1248

If we must die, let it not be like 
hogs, 1246

I’m ceded— I’ve stopped being 
Their’s—, 156

In Jayuya, 969

in Just, 158

In Spanish he whispers there is no time left, 1007

In the huge, rectangular room, the ceiling, 681

In the Shreve High football 
stadium, 163

In Worcester, Massachusetts, 164

Into the laps, 368

Is it in cold hard cash? the kind, 686

It was a good old-fashioned, 1016

It’s the anarchy of poverty, 670

I’ve heard about your lovers, 364

L

Landlord, landlord, 674

Last time I saw her, Grandmother, 391

Lately, I’ve become accustomed to the way, 162

Let us go then, you and I, 139

Listen here, Joe, 1003

Listen to me, college boy, you can, 698

Look in the Salon des Refusés of most periods, 381

Lord, let me not be silent while we 
fight, 992

Love is not all: it is not meat nor 
drink, 365

M

Margaret, are you grieving, 156

Mark but this flea, and mark in this, 335

My daughter denies she is like me, 385

My friend describes the burglar, 392

My grandmothers were strong, 159

My great God, You been a tenderness to me, 993

My handsome uncles like dark 
birds, 697

My Life had stood— a Loaded 
Gun, 360

My mother had two faces and a frying pot, 132

my sweet old etcetera, 983

N

“next to of course god america i, 966

Not the obscenity, 391

Nothing fills me up at night, 682

Now hardly here and there a 
hackney-coach, 644

O

‘O ‘Melia, my dear, this does everything crown! 660

O Yes? Do they come on horses, 650

Oh mother, mother, where is 
happiness? 996

Oh my name it is nothin’, 998

Out in this desert we are testing 
bombs, 373

Out of burlap sacks, out of bearing butter, 676

Out of the mud two strangers came, 668

P

Passing stranger! you do not know how longingly I look upon you, 359

Pearl Avenue runs past the high-school lot, 137

R

Remember the sky that you were born under, 149

S

Several things could happen in this poem, 389

She even thinks that up in heaven, 663

She is all there, 337

She is the woman hanging from the 13th floor, 1280

She was sitting on the rough embankment, 996

She’s a copperheaded waitress, 647

Should I get married? Should I be good? 368

Some say a cavalry corps, 972

somebody almost walked off wid alla my stuff, 379

Sometimes I see reflections on bits of glass on sidewalks, 339

Stack your body, 1006

Summer is late, my heart, 394

Sunday shuts down on this twentieth-century evening, 670

Sundays too my father got up early, 134

Sunrise tumbling in like a surf, 990

Suppose some peddler offered, 681

T

Tell me not, sweet, I am unkind, 973

Testimony in trials that never got 
heard, 1261

That is no country for old men. The young, 144

That time of year thou mayst in me behold, 146

The age is dull and mean. Men 
creep, 1242

The clouds and the stars didn’t wage this war, 1008

The crops are all in and the peaches are rotting, 671

The disasters numb within us, 962

The golf links lie so near the mill, 662

the meat rolls up and moans on the damp table, 168

The MP tramps empty-handed down the stairs, 1010

The night before war begins, and you are still here, 1015

The old South Boston Aquarium 
stands, 999

The people I love the best, 678

The price seemed reasonable, 
location, 1253

The summer came too fast, 393

The trees inside are moving out into the forest, 1232

the way they look at you, 170

The whiskey on your breath, 160

The woman in the ordinary pudgy downcast girl, 373

The woman is perfected, 163

The world is too much with us; late and soon, 659

Their horses are black, 984

They are called My, 1004

they did not build wings for them, 147

They eat beans mostly, this old yellow pair, 161

They had never had one in the house before, 655

They had supposed their formula was fixed, 991

They had to seize something in the face of the camera, 698

They stand there weeping in the stained daylight, 1007

This dungeon, 677

This girlchild was born as usual, 378

This is dedicated to Merry Clayton, Cissy Houston, Vonetta, 693

This is the great divide, 688

This is the stagnant hour, 366

This is the story of the day in the life 
of a woman trying, 679

To-day we have naming of parts. Yesterday, 992

Turning and turning in the widening gyre, 981

U

Upon this earth we hear dispraise of money, 666

W

waits outside the Breakaway Bar, 699

Waking this morning, 970

Wanting to say things, 174

Was it an animal was it a bird? 345

Was it for this I uttered prayers, 157

We have come to the edge of the 
woods, 348

We knew, this thing at least we knew,— the worth, 978

We raise de wheat, 659

We real cool. We, 161

We two boys together clinging, 131

We wear the mask that grins and 
lies, 1244

we’ll call it an “especially, 175

What happens to a dream 
deferred? 1253

What lips my lips have kissed, and where, and why, 157

What you have heard is true, 967

When a bullet enters the brain, the head explodes, 135

When I am in a great city, I know that I despair, 665

When I have fears that I may cease to be, 155

When I was a little girl, I wished I was a boy, 1257

When it is finally ours, this freedom, this


liberty, this beautiful, 1252

When my cousin Carmen married, the guards, 652

When my love swears that she is made of truth, 353

When my mother died I was very young, 658

When no soul walks the softened 
green, 961

When the sun goes down, mama, lord, the whole round world turns 
red, 665

When the union’s inspiration through the workers’ blood shall run, 1245

When they shot Malcolm Little 
down, 1233

When you came, you were like red wine and honey, 360

Who built the seven gates of 
Thebes? 643

Why do I think of Michael, 395

Women have no wilderness in them, 363

wrap their babies in the American 
flag, 173

Y

Yes, we were looking at each other, 377

Yesterday, my new doctor, based in short-skirted, fashionable, 176

You do not do, you do not do, 1254

You held the black face of the warrior between your hands, 367

Your hands grave like all stones, 672>
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A

alliteration, 1406

anapest, 1409

antagonist, 1384, 1425

aside, 1422

assonance, 1406

autobiography, 1432

B

ballad, 1395

blank verse, 1409

box set, 1422

C

character, 1384, 1424

chorus, 1422

climax, 1424

close-up, 1428

comedy, 1426

comic relief, 1426

conflict, 1382

convention, 1422

couplet, 1405

crosscutting, 1428

cutting, 1428

D

dactyl, 1409

denouement, 1424

descriptive nonfictional prose, 1433

diary, 1432

dimeter, 1410

dramatic monologue, 1395

dramatic narrator, 1381

dramatic poetry, 1395

dramatis personae, 1425

E

end rhyme, 1405

English Sonnet, 1405

epic, 1395

epistle, 1432

essay, 1434

exposition, 1423

expository nonfictional prose, 1433

F

falling action, 1424

flashback, 1383

foot, 1409

formal essay, 1434

free verse, 1405

H

haiku, 1399

heptameter, 1410

hexameter, 1410

I

iamb, 1409

iambic pentameter, 1409

identification, 1380

image, 1396

informal essay, 1434

interior monologue, 1380

internal rhyme, 1406

irony, 1386

Italian sonnet, 1405

J

journal, 1432

journalistic essay, 1433

L

letters, 1432

limited omniscient narrator, 1380

long shot, 1428

lyric poetry, 1394

M

major character, 1384, 1425

memoir, 1432

metaphor, 1385, 1400

meter, 1409

minor character, 1384, 1425

monometer, 1410

N

naive narrator, 1381

narrative nonfictional prose, 1432

narrative poetry, 1395

non-participant narrator, 1380

O

objective narrator, 1380

octameter, 1410

omniscient narrator, 1380

onomatopoeia, 1407

orchestra, 1422

P

participant narrator, 1381

pentameter, 1410

persona, 1411

personification, 1401

Petrarchan sonnet, 1405

plot, 1382, 1423

point of view, 1380

political essay, 1434

prose poem, 1396

protagonist, 1384, 1425

Q

quatrain, 1405

R

realistic theater, 1422

rhetorical nonfictional prose, 1433

rhyme, 1405

rhyme scheme, 1405

rising action, 1424

S

scansion, 1409

selective omniscient narrator, 1380

Shakespearian sonnet, 1405

simile, 1385, 1399

slant rhyme, 1406

soliloquy, 1422

sonnet, 1405

spondee, 1409

stanza, 1403

stereotype, 1385

stock character, 1425

stream of consciousness, 1380

style, 1385

subplot, 1424

symbol, 1388, 1401

T

tetrameter, 1410

Theater of the Absurd, 1426

theme, 1388, 1435

thesis, 1435

tone, 1411

tragedy, 1425

trimeter, 1410

trochee, 1409

U

unreliable narrator, 1381

Z

zoom shot, 1428

