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CHAPTER 6
Re-creating America:

Independence and a

[image: image8.png]New Nation, 1775-1783

The First Two Years of War

•What expectations shaped the British and American strategies in the early years of the war?

•What choices and constraints kept the British from achieving the quick victory many expected?

Influences away from the Battlefield

•Why did the French choose to assist the Americans secretly in the early years of the war?

•Why did they choose to enter the war after Saratoga?

From Stalemate to Victory

•What choices led to General Cornwallis's surrender at Yorktown?

•What were the most important outcomes of the peace treaty negotiations?


Republican Expectations in a New Nation

• How did the Revolution affect Americans' expectations regarding individual rights, social equality, and the role of women in American society?

•What choices were open to African Americans during and after the Revolution?

•What choices were open to loyalists?

( INTRODUCTION )
What began as a skirmish at Concord in April 1775 grew into an international war costing millions of pounds and thousands of lives. Great Britain ex​pected victory over the colonial rebels, while the Americans' expectations were far less confident. Even George Washington frequently expressed his doubts that independence could be won.

To crush the rebellion, Great Britain chose to commit vast human and material resources. Be​tween 1775 and 1781, it deployed over fifty thou​sand British soldiers and hired thirty thousand German mercenaries to fight in North America. The well-trained British troops were assisted and supplied by the most powerful navy in the world. Many Indian tribes, including the Iroquois, chose to fight as allies of the British. The Crown expected that thousands of white and black loyalists would fight beside them as well.

The Americans, by contrast, labored under many constraints. The Continental Congress had a nearly empty treasury. The country lacked the foundries and factories to produce arms and ammunition. Through most of the war, American soldiers could expect to be underpaid or unpaid, poorly equipped, hungry, and dressed in rags. Unlike the British, these Americans had little military training. Al​though some officers proved to have a feel for mili​tary strategy and tactics, many were just rash young men dreaming of glory. Even the size of this poorly equipped and badly prepared American
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army was uncertain. Washington and his fellow commanders seldom knew how many soldiers would be marching with them on a campaign.

The British advantage was great but not ab​solute. They had to transport arms, provisions, and men across thousands of miles of ocean. The Amer​icans were fighting on familiar terrain, and their vast society could not be easily conquered. Euro​pean rivalries also worked to the Americans' ad​vantage. Holland, France, and Spain supported the rebellion in the expectation that Britain's loss would be their gain. When France and Spain chose to rec​ognize American independence, the war expanded into an international struggle. French naval sup​port transformed General Washington's strategy. The outcome was victory at Yorktown.

Even though the outcome of the war was often in doubt, its impact on American men and women was not. No matter which side eighteenth-century Americans supported or what role they played in the war, they shared the experience of extraordi​nary events and the need to make extraordinary choices. In this most personal and immediate sense, the outcome was revolutionary.


The First Two Years of War

Thomas Gage, the British general who was mili​tary governor of Massachusetts, surely wished he were anywhere but Boston in the spring of 1775. The town was unsophisticated by British stan​dards and unfriendly. Gage's army was restless, and his officers were bored. The thousands of colo​nial militiamen gathering on the hills surrounding Boston were clearly hostile. Yet in 1775, they were still citizens of the British Empire rather than for‑


eign invaders or foes. Gage was caught up in the dilemma of an undeclared war.

Thomas Gage British general who was military governor of Massachusetts; he commanded the British army of occupation at the beginning of the Revolution.

militamen Soldiers who were not members of a regular army but were ordinary citizens ready to be called out in case of an emergency.

Rebellion

1175 Battle for Boston

George Washingten-takes command of the Continental Army

1776 Bristish campaigns in the Middle Colonies 

George Mason's Declaration of rights

Declaration Of Independence

1777 Burgoyne'-New York campaign Battle of Saratoga

Winter at Valley forge

1778 Alliance between France and America
British begin southern campaign

The Battle for Boston

In early June, Gage proclaimed that all armed colonists were traitors but offered amnesty to any rebel who surrendered. The militiamen re​sponded to this offer by expanding their hillside fortifications. Observing this activity, Gage de​cided it was time to teach the colonials a lesson. He ordered General William Howe to take Breed's Hill, across the Charles River from Boston, on June 17, 1775.

Despite the heat and humidity, General Howe ordered his twenty-four hundred soldiers to climb the hill in full-dress uniform. Howe also insisted on making a frontal attack on the Americans. The outcome was a near massacre of redcoats by Captain William Prescott's militiamen. When the Americans ran out of ammunition, however, the tables turned. Most of Prescott's men fled in confu​sion. The British bayoneted the few who remained to defend their position.

The British suffered more casualties that June af​ternoon than they would suffer in any other battle of the war. The Americans, who retreated to the safety of nearby Cambridge, learned the cost of a poor supply system that left fighting men without fresh powder and shot. Little was gained by either


side in the misnamed Battle of Bunker Hill (an adjacent hill).

On July 3, 1775, George Washington arrived to take command of the rebel forces at Cambridge. He could find no signs of military discipline. Instead, a carnival atmosphere prevailed. Men fired their mus​kets at random inside the camp, using their weapons to start fires and to shoot at geese flying overhead. They accidentally wounded and killed themselves and others. The men were dirty, and the camp re​sembled a pigpen. The general was disturbed but

amnesty A general pardon granted by a govern​ment, especially for political offenses.

William Howe British general in command at the Battle of Bunker Hill; three years later, he was ap​pointed commander in chief of British forces in America.

Battle of Bunker Hill British assault on American troops on Breed's Hill near Boston in June 1775; the British won the battle but suffered heavy losses.

George Washington Commander in chief of the Continental Army; he led the Americans to victory in the Revolutionary War and later became the first president of the United States.

not surprised by what he saw. Many of these country boys were away from home for the first time in their lives. The prevailing chaos resulted from a combina​tion of fear, excitement, boredom, inexperience, and plain homesickness, all brewing freely under poor leadership. Washington immediately set about reor​ganizing the militia units, replacing incompetent of​ficers, and tightening discipline.

The siege of Boston ended when cannon cap​tured from the British at Fort Ticonderoga, New York, reached Washington's army after being hauled some 300 miles across country. Once posi​tioned on Dorchester Heights, which overlooked the city, these cannon made Gage's situation hope​less. In March 1776, a fleet of British ships carried Gage, the British army, and almost a thousand loy​alist refugees away from Boston and north to Hali​fax, Nova Scotia. There Gage turned over com​mand to General William Howe.

The British Strategy in 1776

Howe immediately set to work on devising a strat​egy for subduing the rebellious colonies. The heart of his strategy was to locate areas of loyalist sup​port, to establish a military occupation of these ar​eas with the cooperation of loyalists, and then to expand the British area of influence.

Howe correctly identified New York, New Jer​sey, Pennsylvania, and the backcountry of the Car​olinas as loyalist strongholds. The Middle Colonies had been slow to take up the cause of indepen​dence. In the Carolinas, the coastal planters' sup​port of the revolution had led the majority of back-country farmers into the loyalist camp. Although the British did make one attempt in 1776 to capture Charleston, South Carolina, Howe concentrated his attention on New York.

Shortly after the American declaration of inde​pendence in July 1776, General William Howe and his brother, Admiral Richard Howe, sailed into New York harbor with the largest expeditionary force of the eighteenth century (see Map 6.1). With thirty thousand men, this British army was larger than the peacetime population of New York City. Washington had anticipated Howe's move and marched his twenty-three thousand troops to de​fend New York in April 1776.


The British began their advance on August 22, 1776, moving toward the Brooklyn neck of Long Island. Confronted with this large, well-armed British landing force and confused by the sound and the sight of battle, almost all the American troops surrendered or ran. Only Howe's slowness and poor planning prevented a fiasco for the Americans. Had Howe stationed ships to guard the East River, Washington's troops would have been trapped on Long Island, and the war might have ended there. But Washington and most of his army escaped to Manhattan and lived to fight an​other day.

Washington and his army survived primarily by retreating. Howe's troops chased him off Manhat​tan as well. Watching his men flee in disorder, Washington at one point threw his hat to the ground and shouted, "Are these the men with whom I am to defend America!"

Concerted British pursuit might have put an end to Washington's inexperienced army. But after pushing Washington's force out of Manhattan, Howe spent a month consolidating his position in New York City. It was October 12 before he en​gaged Washington again. Howe's haphazard pur​suit allowed Washington's army to escape to New Jersey and ultimately across the Delaware River to the safety of Pennsylvania before the arrival of winter.

Winter Quarters and Winter Victories

Following European custom, General Howe estab​lished winter quarters before the cold set in. The Redcoats and Hessians made their camps in the New York area and in Rhode Island that December. Washington did not follow this custom. Enlistment terms in what was left of his army would soon be up, and without some encouraging military suc‑

Richard Howe British admiral who commanded British naval forces in America; General William Howe was his brother.

expeditionary Designed for military operations abroad.

Hessians German mercenaries known as Hessians after the German state of Hesse.
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( MAP 6.1 The War in the North, 1775-1777 The Ameri​can attempt to capture Canada and General George Washington's effort to save New York from British occu​pation were failures, but Washington did manage to stage successful raids in New Jersey before retreating to safety in the winter of 1777. This map details the move​ments of both British and American troops during the northern campaign, and it indicates the victories and de​feats for both armies.

cess, he expected that few of his soldiers would reenlist.

Washington took a large gamble in his quest for a resounding victory. On Christmas night, in the midst of a howling storm, he and twenty-four hun​dred troops recrossed the Delaware River and then marched nine miles to Trenton, New Jersey. The


hostile weather worked to Washington's ultimate advantage. The several thousand Hessian troops garrisoned near Trenton, never expecting anyone to venture out on such a night, drank heavily be​fore falling into their beds. They were in poor shape to resist when the Americans caught them by surprise the following morning, and quickly surrendered. Washington did not lose a single man in capturing nine hundred prisoners and many badly needed supplies, including six German can​non. Washington then made a rousing appeal to his men to reenlist. Washington had been correct in taking the Christmas night risk, for about half of the soldiers agreed to remain.

Washington enjoyed his next success even more. In early January, he again crossed into New Jersey and made his way toward the British garrison at Princeton. En route, his advance guard ran into two British regiments. As both sides lined up for battle, Washington rode back and forth in front of his men, shouting encouragement and urging them to stand firm. His behavior was reckless, for it put him squarely in the line of fire, but it was also effective. When the British turned in retreat, Washington rode after them, delighted to be in pursuit for once.

The Trenton and Princeton victories raised the morale of the Continental Army as it settled into winter quarters near Morristown, New Jersey. Those successes also stirred popular support. Still, the revolutionary forces had done little to stop the Howes. And neither Washington's polite requests nor his angry demands could get the Second Conti​nental Congress to provide the assistance he needed. The Congress met his requests for supplies that winter with "permission" to commandeer what was needed from nearby residents. Washing​ton refused, for he knew that seizing civilian prop​erty might turn potential patriots into enemies.

Burgoyne's New York Campaign

In July 1777, General William Howe sailed with fif​teen thousand men up Chesapeake Bay toward Philadelphia, causing the Continental Congress to

commandeer To seize for military use.
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( MAP 6.2 The Burgoyne Campaign, 1777 The defeat of General John Burgoyne and his army at Saratoga was a major turning point in the war. It led to the recognition of American independence by France and later by Spain and to a military alliance with both these European pow​ers. This map shows American and British troop move​ments and the locations and dates of the Saratoga battles leading to the British surrender.

flee. Although the American forces did challenge Howe at Brandywine Creek, they could not stop the British from occupying the capital.

While Howe was settling in at Philadelphia, a British campaign was getting under way in north​ern New York. This campaign was part of General John Burgoyne's scheme to sever New England from the rest of the American colonies (see Map 6.2).


Burgoyne's complex plan called for three British armies to converge on Albany. He would move his army southward from Montreal, while a second army commanded by Colonel Barry St. Leger would head east from Fort Oswego. The third force would march north from New York City. These three armies would isolate New England and pro​vide an opportunity to crush the rebellion.

This daring plan faced serious obstacles. First, no British official had any knowledge of the Amer​ican terrain that had to be covered. Second, Bur​goyne badly misjudged Indian support and loy​alty. Third, General Howe had not been informed of the plan or his role in it.

Burgoyne's army departed from Montreal in high spirits in June 1777. The troops floated down Lake Champlain in canoes and flatbottom boats. They took Fort Ticonderoga easily, but the subse​quent march to Albany proved a nightmare.

In true eighteenth-century British style, Bur​goyne chose to travel well rather than lightly. The 30 wagons he brought with him contained not only 138 pieces of artillery for the campaign but also Burgoyne's mistress, her personal wardrobe, and a generous supply of champagne. The extra baggage might have been only a minor inconvenience across mild terrain, but the wagons had to travel through swamps and forests, across gullies and ravines. Movement slowed to a snail's pace, and food supplies began to run dangerously low.

The Americans took full advantage of Bur​goyne's circumstances. Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys harassed the British as they en​tered what is now Vermont. A confrontation with Allen near Bennington slowed his army even more. When Burgoyne finally reached Albany in mid-September, he was disturbed to discover nei​ther St. Leger nor Howe waiting there.

St. Leger had counted on the support of the en​tire Iroquois League in his eastward march to Al​bany. He discovered, however, that some Iroquois

John Burgoyne British general who recaptured Fort Ticonderoga but was forced to surrender his entire army at Saratoga in October 1777.

Green Mountain Boys Vermont militiamen led by Ethan Allen.

had allied with the Americans. St. Leger faced re​sistance that grew fiercer the closer he got to the rendezvous point. When he learned that Benedict Arnold and an army of a thousand Americans were on their way to challenge him, St. Leger de​cided to retreat to the safety of Fort Niagara.

St. Leger's retreat and William Howe's igno​rance of his role in this military operation left Bur​goyne stranded. As his supplies dwindled, Bur​goyne had few choices left by mid-September 1777. He could attempt to break through the American lines and retreat northward to Canada, or he could surrender. On September 19, Burgoyne attacked American forces commanded by Horatio Gates at Saratoga. But "Granny" Gates, as the gen​eral was affectionately called, held his ground. He again shut the door on Burgoyne on October 7. On October 17, 1777, Burgoyne was forced to surrender.

News of Burgoyne's defeat gave a powerful boost to American confidence and an equally pow​erful blow to British self-esteem. The stunning vic​tory at Saratoga also raised hopes that France might openly acknowledge American indepen​dence and join the war against Britain.


Winter Quarters in 1777

For General Washington, Saratoga was a mixed blessing. The victory fueled expectations—which he did not share—that the war was practically at an end. Congress consequently ignored his urgent requests for money to support the Continental Army in its winter quarters some 20 miles from Philadelphia. The result was a long and dreadful winter at Valley Forge.

Rations were a problem from the start. Most sol​diers at Valley Forge lived entirely on a diet of fire cakes, made of flour mixed with water and baked in the coals or over the fire on a stick. Keeping warm occupied these soldiers even more than

Benedict Arnold A Philadelphian whose acts of daring and bravery made him a favorite of George Washington until he committed treason in 1780.

Valley Forge Winter encampment (1777-1778) of Washington's army in Pennsylvania, where sol​diers were poorly supplied and suffered terribly from cold and hunger.

keeping fed, for blankets were scarce, coats were rare, and firewood was precious. They sometimes traded their muskets for the momentary warmth provided by liquor.

The enlisted men at Valley Forge shared a com​mon background. Most were unmarried farm boys, farm laborers, servants, apprentices, artisans, or even former slaves. Although some had wives and children, the majority had few dependents and few hopes of economic advancement. Yet poverty had not driven them into Washington's army. There were other, easier choices than soldier​ing. They could have secured more money, better food, and greater comfort if they had taken up beg​ging. Those who preferred a military life could have served as substitutes for wealthy men in their local militia units and been well paid. Instead, they had chosen Washington's Continental Army out of their dedication to liberty and independence and intended to see the war to its conclusion.

What these soldiers needed, besides new clothes and hot baths, was professional military training. That is exactly what they got when an unlikely Prussian volunteer arrived at Valley Forge in the spring of 1778. Baron Friedrich von Steuben was almost 50 years old, dignified, and elegantly dressed. Although von Steuben was not the grand aristocrat that he claimed to be, he was a talented military drillmaster.

All spring, the baron drilled Washington's troops, alternately shouting in rage and applaud​ing with delight. He expected instant obedience, set high standards, and criticized freely. But he also gave lavish praise when it was due and revealed a genuine affection and respect for the men. To Washington, Baron von Steuben was an invaluable surprise.

The spring of 1778 brought many changes be​sides a better-trained American army. General William Howe had been called home and replaced by his second-in-command, Henry Clinton. The most welcome news to reach Washington was that France had formally recognized the independence of the United States. He immediately declared a day of thanks, ordering cannon to be fired in honor of the new alliance and calling for an inspection of his troops. That day, the officers feasted with their commander, and Washington issued brandy to each enlisted man at Valley Forge.


Influences away from the Battlefield

The American Revolution, like most other wars, was not confined to the battlefield. Diplomacy in foreign capitals played a crucial role in its out​come. So did American popular support for the revolutionary government. In the end, diplomatic and political concerns could not be separated from the fate of the armies on the battlefield.

The Long Road to Formal Recognition

In 1776, Great Britain's rivals in Europe thought the American Revolution would fail. Thus France, Spain, and the Netherlands were willing to pro​vide aid secretly to the colonial rebels but unwill​ing to risk war with Britain by formally recog​nizing American independence. Even Benjamin Franklin, the American minister to France who had charmed everyone in Paris, could not produce a diplomatic miracle of this magnitude.

Burgoyne's surrender changed everything. After Saratoga, the French government immediately re​assessed its diplomatic position. The comte de Ver​gennes, the chief minister of King Louis XVI, sus​pected that the British would quickly send a peace commission to America. France would gain noth​ing if the American Congress agreed to a compro​mise ending the rebellion. But if France gave Amer​icans reason to hope for total victory, perhaps it could recoup some of the territory and prestige lost to Britain in the Great War for Empire. This meant,

Friedrich von Steuben Prussian military officer who volunteered to drill Washington's army at Valley Forge, giving the Continental troops much-needed military training at a pivotal period in the war.

Henry Clinton General who replaced William Howe as commander of the British forces in Amer​ica in 1778; the change of command was in re​sponse to the British defeat at Saratoga.

Benjamin Franklin American writer, inventor, and diplomat who negotiated French support for the American Revolution in 1778.

of course, recognizing the United States and enter​ing a war against Britain. Vergennes wavered.

Meanwhile, the British government was indeed preparing a new peace offer. George III believed that he was offering the Americans two great conces​sions. First, Parliament would renounce all inten​tions of ever taxing the colonies again. Second, Par​liament would repeal the Intolerable Acts, the Tea Act, and any other objectionable legislation passed since 1763. For the American government, these con​cessions were too late in coming. By 1778, a volun​tary return to colonial status was unthinkable.

Benjamin Franklin knew that Congress would reject the king's offer, but the comte de Vergennes did not. Franklin shrewdly played upon Ver​gennes's fears of compromise. He secured French recognition of American independence and a mili​tary alliance. Spain followed with recognition in 1779, and the Netherlands in 1780.

The Revolution thus grew into an international struggle that taxed British resources and made it impossible for Britain to concentrate all its military might and naval power in America. With ships di​verted to the Caribbean and the European coast, the British no longer enjoyed the mastery of Amer​ican waters.

War and the American Public

In America, the most striking consequence of the treaty with France was an orgy of spending. Condi​tions were ripe for this in 1778. The value of govern​ment-issued paper money was dropping steadily, and spending rather than saving seemed more sensi​ble. The profits that some farmers and civilians were making from supplying the American armies meant that there were more Americans with money to spend. Finally, some of the credit that American diplomats negotiated with European allies went to purchase foreign manufactured goods. Fear of a long and unsuccessful war had kept Americans wary of spending. When the treaty spurred new confidence that victory was on the way, the combi​nation of optimism, cheap money, and the availabil​ity of foreign goods led to a wartime spending spree.

Many of these goods were actually made in Britain. Such products often found their way into American hands by way of British-occupied New


York City, where imports had reached their prewar levels by 1780. American consumers apparently saw no contradiction between patriotism and the purchase of enemy products such as tea.

The spirit of self-indulgence infected the gov​ernment and the military. Corruption and graft were common, especially in the department of the quartermaster and in the commissaries. Adminis​trators in these divisions sold government sup​plies for their own profit or charged the army excessive rates for shoddy goods and services. Civilians cheated the government too. Soldiers be​came accustomed to defective weapons, shoes, and ammunition. They were not immune to the lure of easy money. Some soldiers sold army-issued sup​plies to any buyers they could find.

Although American expectations of victory rose after Saratoga, victory itself remained out of reach. By 1778, the war effort was in financial crisis. Both Congress and the states had exhausted their mea​ger sources of hard currency, leaving the Continen​tal Army in desperate straits. Congress and the state governments met the crisis by printing more paper money. The result was a further lowering of the value of paper currency and complaints from soldiers that they were being cheated out of their pay. Congress acknowledged the justice of these complaints by giving soldiers pay raises in the form of certificates that could be redeemed after the war.

From Stalemate to Victory

The entrance of France into the war did not imme​diately alter the strategies of British or American

cheap money Loans obtainable at a low rate of interest.

graft Unscrupulous use of one's position to derive profit or advantage.

quartermaster An officer responsible for purchas​ing the food, clothing, and equipment used by troops.

commissary A supplier of food and other essen​tials to the Continental Army. Members of a com​missary received a commission for their services.

military leaders. After Burgoyne's surrender at Saratoga, British generals continued to be cau​tious. Washington, who was waiting for help from the French navy; was unwilling to take risks either. The result was a stalemate.

The War Stalls in the North

Sir Henry Clinton, William Howe's successor as British military commander in America, was painfully aware that the French fleet could pose a serious problem for his army. Philadelphia was an easy target for a naval blockade. Clinton accord​ingly decided to abandon Philadelphia and to re​turn to the safety of New York. By the spring of
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( Mohawk chief Thayendanegea (Joseph Brant) believed that Iroquois lands would be lost if the Americans were victorious. He urged an Iroquois alliance with the British, fought for the British, and directed a series of deadly raids against settlements in Pennsylvania and New York. After the war—as Brant had feared—his people were forced to relocate to Canada. "Joseph Brant" by Wilhelm von Moll Berczy c. 1800. National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa.


1778, Clinton's army was marching east toward New York.

Washington decided that the retreating British forces, with their long and cumbersome supply lines, were a ripe target. But Charles Lee, the American who commanded this attack, called for a retreat almost as soon as the enemy began to return fire. Only Washington's personal intervention ral​lied the retreating Americans. Trained by von Steuben, the men responded well. They held their lines and then drove the redcoats back. The Battle of Monmouth was not the decisive victory Wash​ington had dreamed of, but it was a fine recovery after what appeared to be certain defeat.

The missed opportunity at Monmouth was fol​lowed by others. An early joint operation with the French was particularly upsetting. In August 1778, a combined French and American force landed to attack the large British base at Newport, Rhode Is​land. The French commander, Admiral d'Estaing, lost his nerve, abruptly gathered up his own men, and sailed to safety on the open seas. The Ameri​cans were left stranded, forced to retreat as best they could.

General Washington could hardly contain his frustration with the new allies. He was eager to map out a joint strategy using American military strengths and French naval resources to their best advantage. But no French admiral contacted him. All Washington could do was wait.

He did that as patiently as he could through the summer of 1779. That fall he learned that d'Estaing and his fleet had sailed for the West Indies to pro​tect French possessions and perhaps to acquire new islands from the British. Washington under​stood the French priorities, but he was discour​aged. D'Estaing's departure meant more months of inactivity for the general and his restless troops.

Charles Lee Revolutionary general who was envi​ous of Washington and allowed his egotism to dic​tate his decisions on the battlefield; he was eventu​ally dismissed from service.

Battle of Monmouth Battle fought in New Jersey in June 1778, in which the American retreat or​dered by Charles Lee was stopped by General Washington.

The War Moves South

By 1778 it had become apparent to the British that their campaigns in the northern colonies were a failure. Although they could occupy any port they selected, the countryside remained in patriot hands. And when British troops ceased their occu​pation of places such as Philadelphia, the rebels quickly resumed control. The British had little to show for three years of fighting in the North. Gen​eral Henry Clinton decided to shift his attention to the South, where he hoped to find a stronger base of loyalists.

The southern campaign began in earnest with an assault on Savannah, Georgia, in the fall of 1778 (see Map 6.3). When Savannah fell that December, all resistance in Georgia collapsed. For once the British controlled the countryside. Clinton's next target was Charleston, South Carolina. Clinton sailed for Charleston, accompanied by eight thou​sand troops, in late 1779. After a month-long bom​bardment, Charleston fell in May 1780. The loss of Charleston was the costliest one of the entire war for the Americans: the whole garrison of fifty-four hundred soldiers surrendered.

Clinton then returned to New York, leaving the ambitious and able General Charles Corn​wallis in charge. Cornwallis and his regular army were joined by loyalist militias who were eager to take revenge on their enemies. Since 1776, small roving bands of loyalist guerrillas had kept alive resistance to the Revolution. After the British victory at Charleston, these guerrillas increased their attacks, and a bloody civil war of ambush, arson, and brutality on both sides re​sulted. By the summer of 1780, the revolutionar​ies were now the resistance, and the loyalists were in control.

The revolutionary resistance produced leg​endary guerrilla leaders. None was more loved, or feared, than Francis Marion, known as the "Swamp Fox." Marion recruited both blacks and whites to his raiding bands. They steadily ha​rassed Cornwallis's army and effectively cut British communication between Charleston and the interior of South Carolina.

When guerrillas and loyalists met in battle, few rules of war were honored. In October 1780, for ex​ample, in the Battle of Kings Mountain, revolu​

tionaries surrounded loyalist troops and picked them off one by one. As this bitter civil war contin​ued, civilians were terrorized and their farms and homes plundered. Outlaws posing as soldiers of​ten did the worst damage.

The regular American army, under the com​mand of the Saratoga hero, "Granny" Gates, en​joyed little success against Cornwallis. In August 1780, Gates suffered a crushing defeat at Camden, South Carolina. Washington ordered Gates's re​moval that fall, replacing him with Nathanael Greene, a younger, more energetic officer from Rhode Island.

Greene was shocked when he arrived in South Carolina. Not only were his fourteen hundred troops tired, hungry, and poorly clothed, but they were "without discipline and so addicted to plundering that the utmost exertions of the offi​cers cannot restrain them." Greene's first steps were to ease the strains caused by civil war and plundering by offering pardons to loyalists and proposing alliances with local Indian tribes. He managed to win all but the Creeks away from the British.

Greene's military strategy was to wear the British out by having them chase his small army. He boldly split his military force in half, sending six hundred soldiers to western South Carolina under the able command of Virginian Daniel Mor​gan. Cornwallis countered by sending Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton in pursuit. Morgan led the British officer on a hectic chase across rugged terrain. By the time Tarleton's men cornered the Americans on an open meadow called Cow-pens, the British were tired and frustrated. There the smaller American force stood its ground and

Charles Cornwallis British general who was sec​ond-in-command to Henry Clinton; his surrender at Yorktown in 1781 brought the Revolutionary War to a close.

Battle of Kings Mountain Battle fought in Octo​ber 1780 on the border between the Carolinas; rev​olutionary troops forced the British to retreat to South Carolina.

Nathanael Greene American general who took
command of the Carolinas campaign in 1780.
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MAP 6.3 The Southern Campaign, 1778-1781 This map of the British attempt to crush the rebellion in the South shows the many battles waged in the Lower South before Corn​wallis's encampment at Yorktown and his surrender there. This decisive southern cam​paign involved all the military resources of the combatants, including British, loyalist, French, and American ground forces and British and French naval fleets.

inflicted heavy casualties on the British, taking six hundred prisoners. Morgan and his soldiers then reunited with General Greene.

Cornwallis subsequently took the offensive against Greene. But the American general led the British commander on a long, exhausting chase into North Carolina. In March 1781, Greene de​cided it was time to stop running and to fight. Al​though the Americans withdrew from the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in North Carolina, British losses were so great that Cornwallis was com​pelled to retreat to coastal Wilmington, where he could obtain fresh supplies and troops. Cornwallis then headed north into Virginia.
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( John Trumbull celebrated the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown in this painting. However, neither Cornwallis nor Washington actually participated in the surrender ceremonies. The British commander claimed illness and sent his general of the guards as his deputy. Washington, always sensitive to status as well as to protocol, promptly appointed an officer to equal rank, General Benjamin Lincoln, to serve as his deputy. "Surrender of Lord Cornwallis" by John Trumbull. Yale University Art Gallery. Trumbull Collection.

Triumph at Yorktown

In May 1781, Washington's impatient wait for French action ended. Meeting with the French naval commander, the comte de Rochambeau, Washington pressed his case for an attack on New York. Rochambeau, however, had already decided to move against Cornwallis in Virginia and ordered Admiral de Grasse's fleet to Chesa​peake Bay. Washington had little choice but to concur with Rochambeau's plan. On July 6, 1781, a French army joined Washington's forces just north of Manhattan for the long march to Virginia.

General Cornwallis, unaware that a combined army was marching toward him, busied himself


fighting skirmishes with local Virginia militia units. His first clue that trouble lay ahead came when a force of regulars, led by Baron von Steuben and the marquis de Lafayette, appeared in Vir​ginia. Soon afterward, Cornwallis settled his army at the peninsula port of Yorktown to prepare for more serious battles ahead.

marquis de Lafayette French aristocrat who served

on Washington's staff during the Revolution. Yorktown Port town in Virginia on the York River

near Chesapeake Bay; its location on a peninsula

allowed American and French forces to trap the

British in their encampment there.

By September 1781, French and American troops coming from New York had joined forces with von Steuben's and Lafayette's men to sur​round Cornwallis. Meanwhile, Admiral de Grasse's twenty-seven ships had arrived at Chesapeake Bay to seal the trap. General Clinton, still in New York, had been slow to realize what the enemy intended. He could send only a small number of ships from New York to rescue the trapped Cornwallis because most of the British fleet was in the Caribbean.

Admiral de Grasse had little trouble fending off Clinton's rescue squad. Then he and Washington turned their guns on the redcoats. For Cornwal​lis, there was no escape. On October 17, 1781, he admitted the hopelessness of his situation and surrendered.

Despite the surrender at Yorktown, loyalists and patriots continued to fight each other in the South for another year. Indian warfare continued in the backcountry. The British occupation of Charleston, Savannah, and New York continued. But after Yorktown, the British gave up all hope of military victory against the revolutionaries. On March 4, 1782, Parliament voted to cease "the further prose​cution of offensive war on the Continent of North America, for the purpose of reducing the Colonies to obedience by force." The war for independence had been won.

Winning Diplomatic Independence

What Washington and his allies had won on the battlefield had to be preserved by American diplo​mats. Three men represented the United States at the peace talks in Paris: Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and John Adams. Each was a veteran of wartime negotiations with European governments. They knew that their chief ally, France, had its own agenda and that Great Britain still wavered about the degree of independence America was to enjoy.

Despite firm orders from Congress to rely on France at every phase of the negotiations, the American diplomats quickly put their own agenda on the table. They issued a direct challenge to Britain: you must recognize American indepen​dence as a precondition to negotiations. The British commissioner reluctantly agreed.


In the Treaty of Paris of 1783, the Americans emerged with two clear victories. First, the bound​aries of the new nation were to be extensive, going all the way to the Mississippi River. The British did not, however, give up Canada as the Americans had hoped. Second, the treaty granted the United States unlimited access to the fisheries off New​foundland, a particular concern of New Englander John Adams. But the treaty was vague about many other matters. For example, Britain ceded the Northwest to the United States, but the treaty set no timetable for British evacuation of this territory. In some cases, the vague language worked to the Americans' advantage. The treaty contained only the most general promise that the American gov​ernment would not interfere with Britain's efforts to receive payment for the large prewar debts owed to British merchants. The promise to urge the states to return confiscated property to loyalists was equally vague. The American peacemakers were aware of the treaty's lack of clarity on some issues. But they had gained their major objectives and were willing to accept vagueness as the cost of avoiding stalemate.

Republican Expectations in a New Nation

As an old man, John Adams reminisced about the American Revolution with his family and friends. The Revolution, Adams said, took place "in the hearts and the minds of the people." What he meant was that changes in American social values and political ideas were as critical as artillery, swords, and battlefield strategies in the making of the new nation. Significant changes certainly did take place in American thought and behavior dur​ing the war years. Many of these changes reflected the growing identification of the new American

Treaty of Paris Treaty that ended the Revolution​ary War in 1783; it gave the Northwest to the United States, set boundaries between the United States and Canada, and called for the payment of prewar debts.

nation as a republic—that is, a nation in which supreme power rests in the people, not kings or aristocrats. Republican values could be seen in the emphasis on individual rights, in the establish​ment of representative and limited government, and in the ideals of civic-mindedness, patriotism, and a simple, unpretentious lifestyle.

Protection of Individual Rights

After 1763, the debates over British colonial policy brought about a new emphasis on individual rights. By 1776, many Americans expected their government to protect fundamental rights such as life, liberty, and property. The belief that Britain had to respect and protect individual rights had been critical in justifying the Revolution. No gov​ernment, Americans believed, had the authority to abuse or threaten their fundamental rights. What​ever form Americans chose for their new, indepen​dent government, they would demand that it pro​tect their rights.

The emphasis on individual rights opened the door to a reform of laws affecting religion. Al​though individual dissenters such as Roger Williams in the seventeenth century had risked their lives for freedom of conscience, most colonists did not question the value of established churches until the Revolutionary era.

In 1776, the Virginia House of Burgesses ap​proved George Mason's Declaration of Rights, which ensured the right to "the free exercise of re​ligion." Virginia, however, continued to use tax monies to support the Anglican church. Not until the passage of the Statute of Religious Freedom in 1786 did the state sever its ties with the Anglican church and allow for complete freedom of con​science, even for atheists. Other southern states followed Virginia's lead.

New Englanders proved more resistant to dis​establishment. Many wished to continue govern​ment support of the Congregational church. Oth​ers wished to retain the principle of an established church. As a compromise, the New England states allowed towns to decide which denomination would be the established church. New England did not separate church and state entirely until the nineteenth century.


Protection of Property Rights

The American revolutionaries were very vocal about the importance of private property. They ex​pected government to protect people's rights to own property. In the decade before the Revolution, much of the protest against British policy had fo​cused on this issue. For property holders and as​piring property holders, life, liberty, and happiness were interwoven with the right of ownership.

The property rights of some, however, infringed or the freedoms of others. Slavery's reduction of human beings to private property produced a stark contradiction in values. Masters wielded con​trol over the lives of indentured servants, includ​ing the power to forbid a servant to marry or to bear children. Constraints could be seen in the white community's denial of Indian claims to the land. Laws placed restrictions on women's prop​erty rights as well. Unless special contracts were drafted before marriage, a woman's property, in​cluding her clothing and personal items, fell under the control of her husband.

Although all free white males had the right to own property, not all of them were able to acquire it. When the Revolution began, at least one-fifth of the American people lived in poverty or depended on public charity. The uneven distribution of wealth among white colonists was obvious on the streets of colonial Boston and in the rise in the number of almshouses in Philadelphia.

Social Equality and Legal Reforms

Despite wide variations in wealth, American re​publicans did believe in social equality. In particu​lar, they aimed to create a society free of artificial

republic A nation in which supreme power resides in the citizens, who elect representatives to govern them.

limited government Government that guarantees the security and freedom of the people and inter​feres as little as possible with their lives.

disestablishment Depriving a church of official government support.

almshouse A public shelter for the poor.

privileges that benefited a few at the expense of the many. They eliminated primogeniture and entail for this reason. In Britain, primogeniture and entail together had created a landed aristocracy. Al​though the danger of the formation of a similarly privileged aristocracy in the United States was small, the revolutionaries repealed these laws.

The passion for social equality extended to na​tional heroes. George Washington and his fellow Revolutionary War officers ran afoul of public opinion when they organized the Society of the Cincinnati in 1783 to sustain wartime friendships. Critics warned that the society's hereditary mem​berships, which were to pass from officer fathers to their eldest sons, would create a military aristoc​racy and pose a threat to republican government. Washington and his comrades were forced to re​vise the offending bylaws.

In some states, the principle of social equality had concrete political consequences. Pennsylvania and Georgia eliminated all property qualifications for voting among free white males. Other states lowered their property requirements for voters but refused to go as far as universal manhood suffrage.

Women in the New Republic

American women would remember the war years as a time of shortages, worry, harassment, and dif​ficult responsibilities. Men going off to war left women and children to manage the farm or the shop, to cope with shortages of food and supplies, and to survive on meager budgets. Many women faced these new circumstances with great anxiety. After the war, however, they remembered with sat​isfaction how well they had adapted to new roles. They expressed their sense of accomplishment in letters to husbands that spoke no longer of "your farm" and "your crop" but of "our farm" and even "my crop."

What struck many women most vividly was their sudden independence from men. Even women whose circumstances were difficult experi​enced a new sense of freedom. Grace Galloway, wife of loyalist exile Joseph Galloway of Pennsyl​vania, remained in America during the war in an effort to preserve her family property. Reduced


from wealth to painful poverty, Grace Galloway nevertheless confided to her diary that "Ye liberty of doing as I please Makes even Poverty more agreeable than any time I ever spent since I married."

Galloway's new self-confidence and her new​found liberty were certainly not characteristic of all women. For many, the war meant age-old expe​riences of vulnerability. Occupying armies, guer​rilla bands, and outlaws posing as soldiers left trails of rape and physical attack, particularly in New Jersey, the Carolinas, and along the frontier.

For women, the war also meant adapting tradi​tional behavior and skills to new circumstances. Women who joined husbands or fathers in army camps took up the familiar domestic chores of cooking, cleaning, laundering, and providing nursing care. On some occasions, however, they crossed gender boundaries. Women such as Mary Ludwig Hays (better known as "Molly Pitcher") carried water and ammunition to their husbands and took up the men's guns when they fell wounded. After the war, a number of these women applied to the government for pensions, citing evi​dence of wounds they had received in battle.

Both loyalist and patriot women served as spies, sheltered soldiers, and hid weapons in their cel​lars. Sometimes they burned their crops or de​stroyed their homes to prevent the enemy from us​ing them. These were conscious acts of patriotism rather than wifely duties. The same was true of the small number of women who disguised them​selves as men and fought in the military.

Such novel experiences created a new role for women in the family and in a republican society. This new role of republican motherhood called for women to be actively involved in the preservation of a republican society. Republican motherhood

primogeniture The legal right of the eldest son to inherit the entire estate of his father.

entail A legal limitation that prevents property from being divided, sold, or given away.

republican motherhood A role for women that stressed the importance of instructing children in republican virtues such as patriotism and honor.

stressed the importance of women as educators of the next generation of republicans. Republican motherhood did not arise solely from women's wartime experience. It had roots in the growth during colonial times of a prosperous urban class that could purchase many household necessities. These prosperous urban wives and mothers had more time to devote to raising children. Yet the Revolution did give republican motherhood its particular qualities. The republican woman was expected to possess an independence of mind and an ability to survive in times of crisis and disaster.

This new civic role for American mothers had profound implications for education. Women could not raise proper republican citizens if they themselves were ignorant and uneducated. It sud​denly became important to teach women not just domestic skills but geography, philosophy, and history as well. By the 1780s, public education had come to include girls, and private academies had opened to educate the daughters of wealthy Amer​ican families.

The War's Impact on Slaves and Slavery

The protection of liberty and the fear of enslave​ment were major themes of the Revolution. The de​nial of liberty was a central reality in the lives of most African Americans. Ironically, the desire for freedom set many slaves against the Revolution. Of the fifty thousand or so slaves who won their freedom in the war, half did so by escaping to the British army. Only about five thousand African-American men joined the Continental Army. In both armies, however, African-American troops were paid less than white soldiers.

Slaves found other routes to freedom besides military service during the war. They escaped from farms and plantations to the cities, where they passed as free people. Or they fled to the frontier, where they joined sympathetic Indian tribes.

The long war also affected the lives of those who remained in slavery. Control and discipline broke down when the southern campaigns disrupted work routines. Slave masters complained loudly and bitterly that their slaves "all do now what they


please every where" or that slaves "pay no atten​tion to the orders of the overseer."

In the northern states, the revolutionaries' de​mand for liberty undermined black slavery. Loyal​ists taunted patriots, asking, "How is it that we hear the loudest yelps for liberty among the drivers of negroes?" The question made the contradiction between revolutionary ideals and American reality painfully clear. In Boston, a young African-born slave named Phillis Wheatley, whose literary talents were encouraged by her master, called on the revolutionaries to acknowl​edge the universality of the wish for freedom. "In every human breast," Wheatley wrote, "God had implanted a Principle, which we call love of free​dom; it is impatient of Oppression, and pants for Deliverance."

Free black Americans joined with white reform​ers to mobilize antislavery campaigns in Pennsyl​vania, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecti​cut. The broadly based antislavery sentiment in these states was not entirely a matter of moral commitment, however, for the region had few slaves outside New York City (see Figure 6.1).

Manumission increased during the 1770s, espe​cially in the North. In 1780, Pennsylvania became the first state to pass an emancipation statute. Pennsylvania lawmakers, however, compromised on a gradual rather than an immediate end to slav​ery. Only persons born after 1780 were to be free, and only after they had served a twenty-eight-year term of indenture. By 1804, all northern states ex​cept Delaware had committed themselves to a slow end to slavery.

Slavery was far more deeply embedded in the South. In the Lower South, white Americans ig​nored the debate over slavery and continued to maintain the institution as if nothing had changed. Manumission did occur in the Upper South, where planters debated the morality of slavery in a repub​lic. They did not all reach the same conclusions.

Phillis Wheatley African-born poet who became

the first widely recognized black writer in America. manumission The legal act of giving a slave

freedom.

[image: image7.png]
( FIGURE 6.1 Free Black Population, 1790 This graph shows the number of free African Americans in the United States in 1790, as well as their regional distribu​tion. These almost sixty thousand free people were less than 10 percent of the African-American population of the nation. Although 40 percent of northern African Ameri​cans were members of this free community, only about 5.5 percent of Upper South blacks and less than 2 percent of Lower South blacks lived outside the bounds of slavery.

George Washington freed all his slaves when he died. In 1765, Patrick Henry had stirred the souls of his fellow Virginia legislators by shouting, "Give me liberty or give me death!" But after the war, he justified his decision to continue slavery with blunt honesty. Freeing his slaves, he said, would be inconvenient.

The Fate of the Loyalists

After 1775, Americans loyal to the Crown flocked to the safety of British-occupied cities—first Bos​ton and later New York City and Philadelphia. When the British left an area, most of the loyalists went with them. Over a thousand Massachusetts loyalists boarded British ships when the British abandoned Boston in 1776. Fifteen thousand sailed out of New York when the fighting ended in 1781. As many as a hundred thousand men, women, and children left America to take up new lives in Great Britain, Canada, and the West Indies.

Wealth often determined a loyalist's destination. Rich and influential men like Thomas Hutchinson of Massachusetts took refuge in Great Britain. But even wealthy colonials discovered that the cost ofliving there was so great that they could not live comfortably. Some were reduced to passing their days in seedy boarding houses. Even those who fared better lost their status and prestige. Ironically, many loyalists in Britain grew homesick.

When the war ended, most loyalists in Britain departed for Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, or the Caribbean. Some were specifically forbidden to re​turn to the United States, while others had no de​sire to return. Those who did return adjusted slowly. Less prosperous loyalists, and especially those who had served in the loyalist battalions dur​ing the war, went to Canada after 1781. The separa​tion from family and friends at first caused depres​sion and despair in some exiles. One woman who had bravely endured the war and its deprivations cried when she landed in Nova Scotia. Like the rev​olutionaries, these men and women had based their political loyalty on a mixture of principles and self-interest. Unlike the revolutionaries, they had cho​sen the losing side. They would suffer the conse​quences for the rest of their lives.

Canada became the refuge of another group of loyalists: Indian tribes that had supported the Crown. The British ceded much of the Iroquois land in the United States in the Treaty of Paris, and American hostility toward "enemy savages" led the Iroquois to settle in new communities along the Grand River in Ontario in the 1780s.

SUMMARY
Expectations 

Constraints 

Choices

Outcomes

At the start of the American Revolution, both sides had expectations that proved incorrect. The British expected a short war from the inexperienced Ameri​cans. The Americans expected the British to aban‑

don a war fought so far from home. The war, how​ever, dragged on for seven years.

The British chose initially to invade New York, expecting to find strong loyalist support there. But the British were unable to deliver a crushing blow, and Washington's retreat across the Delaware saved the Americans from surrender.

A dramatic turning point in the war came in 1777, when British general John Burgoyne was forced to surrender at Saratoga, New York. The outcome of this American victory was an alliance between France and the United States that ex​panded the war into an international conflict. When the British chose to invade the South in 1778, their campaign ended in disaster. French and American forces together defeated General Corn​wallis at Yorktown, Virginia, in October 1781.

Fighting continued for a time, but in March 1782 the British Parliament chose to end the conflict. The war for American independence had been won.

Independence from British rule was not the only outcome of the war. Victory led to transformations in American society. Individual rights were strength​ened for free white men. Many white women devel​oped a new sense of the importance of their domes​tic role as "republican mothers." Black Americans also made some gains. Fifty thousand slaves won their freedom during the war. Some northerners moved to outlaw slavery, but southern slaveholders chose to preserve the institution. Loyalists, having made their political choices, had to live with the con​sequences of defeat. The outcome for most was exile in Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, or the Caribbean.
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MAKING HISTORY: USING SOURCES FROM THE PAST

A Revolution in Women's Education

The Context

In 1787, the Young Ladies Academy of Philadel​phia opened its door to the daughters of Amer​ica's revolutionary generation, offering a rigorous course of study that included literature, composi​tion, sciences, arithmetic, oratory, and rhetoric. In the three decades that followed, similar schools appeared across the United States, in major cities like New York, Boston, and New Haven, and in smaller towns like Medford, Massachusetts; Litch​field, Connecticut; and Warrenton, North Car​olina. The result, many believed, was a revolution in female education. (For further information on the context, see pages 120-121.)

The Historical Question

Modern historians have traced the rapid growth of educational institutions for women in the


young republic. The significance of this "rise of the female academy" is debated, however. Did this educational trend reflect a change in ideas about women's intellectual capacities? Did it arise from or lead to a major shift in women's roles in American society?

The Challenge

Using the sources provided, along with other information you have read, write an essay or hold a discussion on the following question. Cite evidence in the sources to support your conclusions.

What new ideas about women's intellectual abilities and their role in society may have found expression in the growth of women's educational institutions?

The Sources

1 In 1635, John Winthrop, the Puritan governor I of Massachusetts, recorded in his journal this judgment on the illness suffered by a woman:

Mr. Hopkins . . . came to Boston and brought his wife with him . . . who was fallen into a sad infir​mity, the loss of her understanding and reason, which had been growing upon her . . . by occasion of her giving herself wholly to reading and writing .. . if she had attended to her household affairs, and such things as belong to women, and not . . . meddle[d] in such things as are proper for men, whose minds are stronger . . . she [would have] kept her wits.

2

 This colonial advertisement, appearing in the Virginia Gazette in 1772, describes a cur​riculum the school mistress believed appropri​ate for female students:

E. Armston . . . continues the Schools at Point Pleas​ant, Norfolk Borough, where [there] is a large and convenient House proper to accommodate young Ladies as Boarders; at which School is taught Petit Point in Flowers, Fruit, Landscapes, and Sculpture, Nuns Work, Embroidery in Silk, Gold, Silver, Pearls, or embossed, Shading of all Kinds, in the various Works in Vogue, Dresden Point Work, Lace, Catgut in different Modes, Muslin after the Newest Taste, and most elegant Pattern, Waxwork in Figure, Fruit, or Flowers, Shell ditto, or grotesque, Painting in Wa​ter Colours and Mezzotints . . . Specimens of the Sub​scriber's Work may be seen at her House, as also of her Scholars; having taught several Years in Norfolk, and elsewhere to general Satisfaction. She flatters herself that those Gentlemen and Ladies who have hitherto employed her will grant her their further indulgence,

as no endeavors shall be wanted to complete what is above mentioned, with a strict attention to the Behav​ior of those Ladies entrusted to her Care.

3

 Wealthy Philadelphia matron Esther DeBerdt  Reed helped organize women's voluntary as​sociations to raise funds and supplies for the American army during the Revolution. In "The Sentiments of an American Woman," printed in 1780, Reed discusses female patriotism:

On the commencement of actual war, the Women of America manifested a firm resolution to contribute as much as could depend on them, to the deliverance of this country. Animated by the purest patriotism .. . they aspire to render themselves more really useful; and this sentiment is universal from the north to the south of the Thirteen United States . . . if the weak​ness of our [women's] Constitution, if opinion and manners did not forbid us to march to glory by the same paths as the Men, we should at least equal and sometimes surpass them in our love for the public good. I glory in all that which my sex has done great and commendable . . . Who knows if persons disposed to censure, and sometimes too severely with regard to us, may not disapprove . . . we are at least certain, that he cannot be a good citizen who will not applaud our efforts for the relief of the armies which defend our lives, our possessions, our liberty.

4

 Like other advocates of female advancement, poet Susanna Haswell Rowson argued that nurture, not nature or divine dictates, created women's moral and intellectual inferiority to men. In "The Virtues of an Educated Wife," she wrote:

When the creator formed this world in common, His last, best work, his master-piece, was woman.

Taken from the side of man, and next his heart, Of all his virtues she partakes a part;

And from that source, poor woman got a share Of vice and folly, mingled here and there.

But would you treat us, scorning custom's rules, As reasonable beings, not as fools,

And from our earliest youth, would condescend To form our minds, strengthen, correct, amend: Teach us to scorn those fools, whose only joys, Are placed in trifling idleness and noice. Teach us to prize the power of intellect; And whilst inspiring love, to keep respect; You'd meet the sweet reward of all your care; Find in us friends, your purest joys to share.

5

 In July 1787, Dr. Benjamin Rush, one of Philadelphia's leading intellectuals and so​cial reformers, addressed the entering class of the Young Ladies Academy of Philadelphia. Rush said:

I know that the elevation of the female mind, by means of moral, physical, and religious truth, is con​sidered by some men as unfriendly to the domestic character of a woman. But this is the prejudice of lit​tle minds and springs from the same spirit which op​poses the general diffusion of knowledge among the citizens of our republic. If men believe that ignorance is favorable to the government of the female sex, they are certainly deceived, for a weak and ignorant woman will always be governed with the greatest dif​ficulty . . . It will be in your power, LADIES, to cor​rect the mistakes and practices of our sex upon these subjects by demonstrating that the female temper can only be governed by reason and that the cultivation of reason in women is alike friendly to the order of na​ture and to private as well as public happiness.
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( As Burgoyne's army moved south, Catherine Van Rensselaer rushed from Albany to rescue the furnish�ings of her country estate in Saratoga. Although panicked refugees fled past her, Van Rensse�laer refused to turn back. She not only saved her furniture but set fire to her wheat fields to prevent the enemy from harvesting the grain. Such acts of sabotage were fre�quently carried out by patriot and loyalist women. Los Angeles County Museum of Art; bicentennial gift of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Schaaf, Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Shoemaker, and Mr. and Mrs. Julian Ganz, Jr.
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