REFERENCES 41

the other hand, hybrid forms of electricity generation, including photovoltaics, will play
an important role in the future development of stand-alone applications and minigrids.
The general cost reduction will make photovoltaics available to more and more people
in developing countries helping their development with little degradation of air quality
associated with fossil-fuel generators.

In summary, it is very likely that photovoltaics will become in the next half century
an important source of world electricity. Public support and global environmental concerns
will keep photovoltaics viable, visible, and vigorous both in new technical developments
and user applications. Nations which encourage photovoltaics will be leaders in this
shining new technology, leading the way to a cleaner, more equitable twenty-first century,
while those that ignore or suppress photovoltaics will be left behind in the green, economic
energy revolution.
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