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Introduction

The collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe in 1989 seemed a logical conclusion to a
historical epoch launched by World War Il (1914-18), but more specifically to the
Europe that was produced by the changes of World War 1l (1939-45). The latter conflict
completed the exhaustion of France and Great Britain that was so evident in World War 1.
Germany in 1945 was prostrate and under military occupation. The Soviet Union, though
it had experienced horrific devastation during the war, moved into the vacuum in the east
created by the defeat of Nazi Germany. The last half of the twentieth century saw the rise
of the Cold War as the United States assumed a leadership role in the dual effort to
contain the Soviet Union and to assist in the reconstruction of Western Europe.

The period after 1945 also witnessed the reconstitution of the western part of Germany
as a democratic state and vibrant economic power in an increasingly integrated Western
Europe. The evident inability of the Soviet Union to develop into a more open and
democratic society and its repression of the reform movement in Czechoslovakia in 1968
destroyed hope among still-idealistic socialists that “socialism with a human face” was
possible within the Soviet sphere. But when Communism collapsed in Eastern Europe
and then in the Soviet Union, it had the paradoxical result of inspiring the effort to
construct open societies on the one hand and the unleashing of a wave a nationalism and
extremism on the other.

The end of the century was filled with images of hope and with others that seemed to
return full circle to the century’s beginning. There is perhaps no more visible symbol of
the change from national hostility to one of amity in Western Europe than the presence
today on the World War | battlefield of VVerdun, France, of three flags flying side by side:
the tricolor of France, the circle of stars in the blue field of the European Union, and the
red, black, and gold of Germany. Other potent images of change in Europe also come to
mind: The celebrations atop the Berlin Wall when it finally was breached on the evening
of November 9, 1989, and the defiant Russian president Boris Yeltsin as he raced down
Communist hard-liners on August 20, 1991, are just two moments that revealed how
dramatically Europe had changed since 1945. But beneath the surface of positive change
were also disturbingly familiar tendencies. For those who had hoped that the Nazi
Holocaust against the Jews, which was one of wartime Europe’s most indelible horrors,
would usher in an era of tolerance, the end of the Cold War saw the rise of brutal local
conflicts, ethnic cleansing, and even genocide.

Although the images and realities of Europe today are mixed, the present does offer
hopeful prospects. Its motivation and overall success are often debated, but the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) intervened in Kosovo to stop ethnic cleansing and
forced relocation of the population. Skinheads, a particularly violent phenomenon of
post-Cold War Europe, are not finding societal toleration or wide support for their
xenophobic outbursts. A special international tribunal has been set up to try accused



perpetrators of war crimes in the former Yugoslavia. In Croatia, Franjo Tudjman and his
nationalist Croatian Democratic Union were replaced by the Social Democrats and a new
president who expressed conciliation toward the Serbs driven from Croatia in 1995. In
Northern Ireland, hope was raised for era of peace and reconciliation after a series of
agreements reached in the late 1990s. The Council of Europe, feeble though its action
was, put Russia on notice that it had gone far beyond the acceptable in its efforts to crush
a nationalist uprising in Chechnya. Despite Russian concern over the expansion of
NATO, the Cold War has not re-ignited, and despite rampant corruption and cronyism,
formal democracy is still operating in Russia.

The period between 1945 and 2000 is packed with dramatic and complicated
developments that are important for an understanding of the present situation in Europe.
This encyclopedia has been created to provide a wide variety of useful information and
assessments for scholars, students, and general readers interested in postwar Europe.
Although the book’s main focus is largely political, readers will also find ample coverage
of social and economic trends and of the arts and popular culture. Indeed, the context of
political developments in Europe cannot be understood without considering the immense
social, economic, and cultural changes that occurred as Europe was propelled from
postwar devastation to the age of the Internet. No single encyclopedia can contain entries
on everyone and everything, but the book’s many comprehensive survey entries and the
extensive index at the end volume Il will reveal the depth and broad scope of coverage.
From Scandinavia in the north to Italy in the south, and from Iceland in the west to
Russia in the east, the encyclopedia offers a fascinating insight into one of the most
turbulent and defining eras in European history.
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Belgium: Social Policy
Denmark: Social Services
France: Social Welfare Policy
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Soccer (Football) Hooliganism
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Irish Republican Army
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Beckett, Samuel
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Kantor, Tadeusz

Keane, John Brendan

Mrozek, Slawomir

Swinarski, Konrad

Theater
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Afghanistan, War in

Algerian War
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Chechen War

Croatian independence and War
Falklands War

Korean War and Europe

Kosovo: Ethnic Cleansing and War
War Crimes

Ethnic Cleansing in Croatia and Bosnia
Germany: Trials against War Criminals
Katyn Forest Massacre

Nuremberg Tribunal

War Crimes in Bosnia

War Crimes Trials for the Former Yugoslavia
Women’s Issues

Ireland: Abortion and Divorce Referenda
Ireland: Mother and Child Scheme
Italy: Radical Party and Civil Rights
Poland: Abortion Issue
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Chronology of Major Political Events Since

1945
January 1

January 20
February 4-11
March 3

April 3

May 8-9
July 17
July 5

August 8
October 18
October 24
November 3

November 18
November 30

1946
January

March 5
March 31

May 26

October

November

1945

Soviet Union recognizes the Lublin Committee as the
provisional government of Poland

Hungary signs armistice with Soviet Union
Yalta Conference

Groza of the Plowman’s Front becomes prime minister in
Romania with the support of the Communists, followed by
a purge of Peasant Party (Maniu) and Liberals (Bratianu)

President Bene$ of Czechoslovakia appoints a National
Front government under Social Democrat Fierlinger

Germany surrenders to the Allies
Potsdam Conference begins

British Labour Party victorious in parliamentary election;
Attlee replaces Churchill as prime minister

Soviet Union declares war on Japan
Nuremberg trials of top Nazi leaders begin
United Nations charter officially approved

Tildy becomes president and Nagy prime minister of
Hungary

Fatherland Front victorious in Bulgarian elections

De Gasperi forms an Italian government supported by all
parties Women receive the right to vote in France

De Gaulle resigns as provisional president of France to
campaign against the proposed constitution

Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech

Georgiev forms a Communist-dominated government in
Bulgaria

Communists largest party in Czech elections; Bene$
appoints Gottwald prime minister

French voters approve the constitution of the Fourth
French Republic

British Labour Party passes the National Insurance Act



November 21
June 2

1947
January 1

January 19
January
May

March 12
May 31

June 5
September
December
1948
February 25
March 27
April 18

June 1

June 24
1949
January
April
May 5
May 5
May 8

September 15

October 9

October 15
1950
June 26

and the National Health Service Act
Dimitrov becomes premier in Bulgaria

End of the Italian monarchy and the establishment of the
Constituent Assembly for the Italian Republic

British and Americans unify their zones of occupation in
Germany

Polish election victory claimed by Communists
Monnet Plan enacted

Communists forced out of the French government; the end
of Tripartism

Truman Doctrine announced

De Gasperi forms new Italian government without the
Communists

Marshall Plan announced
Cominform founded
King Michael forced to leave Romania

Communist consolidation of power in Czechoslovakia
Split between Tito of Yugoslavia and Stalin

First Italian elections under new constitution give victory
to Christian Democrats

British, French, and American occupation zones of
Germany are united

Soviet blockade of Berlin begins; start of Berlin Airlift

Council of Mutual Economic Assistance founded
North Atlantic Treaty Organization formed
Berlin blockade ends

Council of Europe formed

West German Constitutional Assembly approves the Basic
Law (constitution) of the Federal Republic of Germany

Konrad Adenauer becomes first chancellor of the Federal
Republic of Germany

USSR recognizes the German Democratic Republic (East
Germany)

Benelux Treaty signed

Korean War begins



August 29
November 4
1951
October

1952
February 6

May
June 2
July 25
1953
March 5

June 17
June 26
September

1954

July 21

1955
February 8

May 5

May 14

May 15
September
1956

February 14-25

June

October

October 23
October 25

Soviet Union tests its first atomic bomb
European Charter of Human Rights

Churchill and the British Conservative Party return to
power

Elizabeth 11 of Great Britain succeeds her father, George
Vi

European Defense Community formed
Gheorghiu-Dej becomes prime minister of Romania
European Coal and Steel Community formed

Stalin dies; Malenkov becomes Chairman of the Soviet
Council of Ministers

Uprisings in East Berlin and other East German cities
Avrrest of Beria

Khrushchev becomes first secretary of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union

Khrushchev transfers the Crimea from Russia to Ukraine

Geneva Conference ends France’ involvement in
Indochina, but the Algerian War begins

Bulganin replaces Malenkov as chairman of the Soviet
Council of Ministers

West Germany joins NATO and regains full sovereignty
Warsaw Pact formed

Austrian State Treaty signed

Visit by Adenauer to Moscow

Twentieth Party Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union; Khrushchev launches de-Stalinization
program

Demonstrations by workers in Poznan, Poland

Gomutka heads the Communist Party in Poland and the
Soviets acquiesce to degree of Polish autonomy

Violence in Hungary in response to demands for change

Imre Nagy recalled as Hungarian prime minister to lead
program of reform



October 28
October 29
October 30

October 31

November 1
November 4
1957

March
March 25

June 17-29

October 4
1958
January 18
March 27

June 1

October 28
1959
January 1
September
October 15

1960

May 1
June 30
1961
April
August 13
1962

July 1
October
October
October 22-28

Soviets began withdrawing troops from Hungary
Israel invades Egypt beginning the Suez Crisis

Britain and France bomb Egypt; Khrushchev approves
independence of Hungary but Nagy establishes a
multiparty system and coalition government

Nagy declares neutrality; repudiates the Warsaw Pact;
Soviet Presidium reverses position on Hungary

Nagy appeals to UN for support
Soviet forces begin crushing the Hungarian Revolution

Ghana first British colony in Africa to gain independence

Treaty of Rome signed to form the European Economic
Community

Unsuccessful attempt by the Soviet Presidium to remove
Khrushchev

Soviet Union launches Sputnik

Treaty of Rome goes into effect

Khrushchev replaces Bulganin as chairman of the Council
of Ministers

De Gaulle returns to power and forms the Fifth French
Republic

Angelo Roncalli elected pope, taking name of John XXIII

Fidel Castro comes to power in Cuba
European Free Trade Association formed

Bad Godesberg reform of the German Social Democratic
Party

U.S. U-2 spy plane shot down over the USSR
Belgium leaves Congo French colonies fully independent

Bay of Pigs invasion in Cuba
Berlin Wall erected

France recognizes independence of Algeria
Second Vatican Council begins

Spiegel Affair in West Germany

Cuban Missile Crisis



1963
June 21

August 5
October 15
October 16
December 5

1964
October 14
1965
March

1966
December 1

1967

April 21

1968
January—-August
May

August 20-21
1969

April
September

1970
August 12
December 6
1971
September 3
1972
January 30

March

May 22-30

Giovanni Battista Montini elected pope, taking name of
Paul VI

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty signed
Adenauer resigns
Ludwig Erhard becomes West German chancellor

Socialists join the Christian Democrat Aldo Moro’s
cabinet in Italy’s “Opening to the Left”

Khrushchev ousted and replaced by Brezhnev

Nicolae Ceausescu becomes general secretary of the
Romanian Communist Party

Grand Coalition of Christian Democrats and Social
Democrats in the Federal Republic of Germany

Troubles begin in Northern Ireland as Civil Rights
Association demonstrators are attacked by Unionists

Military regime comes to power in coup in Greece

Prague Spring period of liberalization in Czechoslovakia
Student unrest in Paris
Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia

De Gaulle resigns

Social Democrat Willy Brandt becomes chancellor the
Federal Republic of Germany

Russian-German Treaty
German-Polish Treaty

Berlin Agreement

Bloody Sunday in Derry as British paratroopers kill
Catholics

Constitution of Northern Ireland suspended and Britain
assumes direct rule of province

SALT I



December 21

1973

May 3

1974
April 25
May

July

1975
August 1

November 20
1978

March 16
October 16

1979

May

December
1980

May 5
August

1981

May 10
December 13
1982

April 2

October 1

Basic Treaty between the Federal Republic of Germany
and the German Democratic Republic

United Kingdom, Ireland, and Denmark enter the
European Community

Walter Ulbricht replaced as East German leader by Erich
Honecker

Carnation Revolution in Portugal

Brandt resigns as West German chancellor and is replaced
by Helmut Schmidt

Attempt to oust President Makarios of Cyprus and unite
island with Greece fails; Turkey seizes northern part of the
island and the military regime collapses in Greece

Helsinki Accord establishes the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe

Franco of Spain dies

Aldo Moro kidnapped and murdered by the Red Brigades

Karol Woytta of Poland elected pope, taking name of John
Paul 11

Greece enters the European Community

Margaret Thatcher becomes prime minister of Great
Britain

Soviet intervention in Afghanistan

Tito dies

Solidarity, the independent trade union, established in
Poland under the leadership of Lech Watesa

Socialist Frangois Mitterrand elected president of France
Martial law imposed in Poland

Falklands War between Great Britain and Argentina
begins. Spain joins NATO

Helmut Kohl, leading a coalition of Christian Democrats
and Free Democrats, replaces Helmut Schmidt as
chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany



November 10

1983
September 1

1984
February 9

1985

March 10

November
1986
February 28
April 26
June

1987

1988

1989
April

May 8
June 4
August 24

October 18
November 9
November
December
1990

March 18
March 29
May

August 2

Brezhnev dies and Andropov succeeds as head of the
Communist Party in the Soviet Union

KAL 007, Korean passenger jet, shot down by Soviets
over Sea of Japan

Andropov dies and is succeeded by Chernenko as head of
Soviet Communist Party.

Spain and Portugal admitted to the European Community

Gorbachev succeeds Chernenko as head of Soviet
Communist Party.

Anglo-Irish Accord signed

Olaf Palme, Swedish prime minister, assassinated
Chernobyl nuclear reactor disaster in Ukraine
Kurt Waldheim elected president of Austria

Boris Yeltsin ousted from Central Committee and the
Communist Party of the USSR

Nagorno-Karabakh crisis

Solidarity legalized in Poland
Slobodan Milosevic becomes president of Serbia
Solidarity sweeps Polish election

Mazowiecki, a non-Communist, appointed prime minister
in Poland

Erich Honecker removed as East German leader

Berlin Wall falls

Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia

Ouster and execution of Romania’s Ceausescu and wife

Christian Democrats victorious in East German election
New Congress of People’s Deputies elected in the USSR

Gorbachev elected president of the USSR by the Congress
of People’s Deputies

Iraq invades Kuwait and precipitates crisis leading to
Persian Gulf War



October 3
November 28

December 20
1991
January 13

June 12
June 25

July 1
August 18-25
December 7-8

December 21

December 25
December 30

December
1992
April 6

1993
January 1
October 3-4

November 1
1994
January 1
December 11
1995
January 1
May 17

July 11

August 4-5

Reunification of East and West Germany

Thatcher resigns and is replaced by John Major as British
prime minister

Shevardnadze resigns as Soviet foreign minister

Attack by Soviet troops on Lithuanian supporters of
independence

Yeltsin elected Russian president

Slovenia and Croatia declare independence from
Yugoslavia

Warsaw Pact dissolved
Attempted coup by hard-line Communists in USSR

Minsk agreement between Yeltsin, Leonid Kravchuk of
Ukraine, and Stanislav Shushevich of Belarus to replace
the USSR with a Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS)

Eleven former Soviet republics join the Commonwealth of
Independent States

Gorbachev resigns as president of USSR

Commonwealth of Independent States leaders abolish all
institutions of the Soviet Union

Treaty of Maastricht signed

Bosnian independence recognized by the European Union
and the United States; Bosnian war begins

Separation of Czech Republic and Slovakia

Attack by Yeltsin on opposition in parliament December
12. Zhirinovsky’s Liberal Democrats emerge as largest
party in Russian parliamentary election

European Union established

European Monetary Institute established
First Russo-Chechen War launched by Russian invasion

Austria, Finland, and Sweden enter the European Union
Jacques Chirac becomes president of France

Srebrenica “safe-haven” in Bosnia falls to Bosnian Serbs;
thousands of Muslim males massacred

Croatia conquers Serb stronghold of Krajina; Serbs



August 28
November 21
December 17

1996
April 21
June-July

August 30-31
1997

April 2

May

1998
April
September

1999
March
March 24

August
October
December 31

2000
March

expelled
NATO bombing campaign against Bosnian Serbs begins
Dayton Accords signed ending war in Bosnia

Communists largest party in Russian parliamentary
election

Dzhokar Dudayev killed

Yeltsin wins Russian presidential election against
Communist Gennady Zyuganov

Aleksandr Lebed negotiates peace with Chechnya

Russia and Belarus sign treaty of union

Labour Party sweeps election in Great Britain; Tony Blair
replaces John Major as prime minister

Good Friday Accord in Northern Ireland

Social Democrats win election in Germany; Gerhard
Schréder replaces Helmut Kohl as chancellor

Czech Republic, Hungary, and Poland join NATO

NATO air attacks against Serbia to halt Serb ethnic
cleansing in Kosovo begin

Chechen militants invade Dagestan
Russia invades Chechnya, launching second Chechen War

Yeltsin resigns and hands Russian presidency over to
Vladimir Putin

Putin elected president of Russia
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Abakanowicz, Magdalena (1930-)

Polish artist. Magdalena Abakanowicz, born on June 20, 1930, lives in Warsaw.
Abakanowicz studied at the War-saw Academy of Fine Arts from 1950 to 1954 and
subsequently taught there. In the 1960s she created the “abakans,” monumental spatial
tapestries successfully displayed at the Biannual Contemporary Art Exhibit in Lausanne,
Switzerland, in 1967. In the 1970s she created the “Alterations,” a series of figurative and
abstract sculptures made of hardened sackcloth. In 1981, the year martial law was
imposed by the authorities in Poland, Abakanowicz created the “Cage,” according to
some critics symbolizing imprisonment; in 1989, impressed by mass strikes and protests,
she created the “Crowd.” Abakanowicz, however, claims that her art is not politically
inspired.

From the 1980s she erected spatial compositions in the open air in Italy, Israel, Korea,
the United States, and Germany. She began utilizing new materials such as bronze, stone,
and wood. In 1990 Abakanowicz won a competition for designing changes to the
extension of the Paris axis, beyond the business district of La Défense. Abakanowicz’s
proposal addressed ecological and social problems of big cities. She created a fantastic
project of “arboreal architecture” where buildings had the shapes of trees, completely
covered in plants, and were energy self-sufficient. Their crowns housed recreational areas
and their “roots” contained garages, underground stations, and shopping centers.

In 1993 Abakanowicz was the first non-American to receive the award of the New
York Sculpture Center.

Tomasz Marciniak

Abbott, Diane (Julie) (1953-)

First black woman to be elected to the British House of Commons. Diane Abbott was
born in London on September 27, 1953. She studied at Newnham College, Cambridge,
and was an administrative trainee with the Home Office before being employed
successively as a race relations officer for the National Council for Civil Liberties, a
television researcher and reporter, a public relations officer for the Greater London
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Council, and the principal press officer for the Lambeth Borough Council. Abbott, who
became a member of the Labour Party in 1971, was elected to the Westminster City
Council in 1982. In 1987 she was elected as a Labour MP from Hackney North and Stoke
Newington.

Bernard Cook

Abdi¢, Fikret (1940-)

Breakaway Muslim leader in Bosnia who turned the Bihac area into an independent
enclave between 1993 and 1995. A leading Bosnian Communist in the 1980s, he brought
prosperity to Bihac with his dynamic and, some would allege, corrupt management of
Agrokomerc, Yugoslavia’s biggest state food company. In 1987, he was sentenced to two
years in prison for allegedly issuing one billion dollars in unsecured promissory notes. In
1990, he won more votes than any other Muslim politician in Bosnia’s first post-
Communist election, but failed to obtain the state presidency. Accusing his rival,
President lzetbegovi¢, of unnecessary intransigeance, this consummate intriguer and
tycoon declared the Bihac region self-governing on September 27, 1993, and formed his
own Muslim Democratic Party. He sold arms, food, and fuel to the rebel Bosnian Serbs
and his militia even fought together with them in 1994-95 before his power base was
overrun hi August 1995. The Abdi¢ phenomenon illustrated the complexity of the war in
Bosnia and suggested that it could not be reduced to a religious conflict alone.

Tom Gallagher

Abkhazia

Autonomous region of the former Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic of the USSR, 3,343
square miles (8,660 sq km) with an estimated population of 516,600 in 1993. The region
in northwestern Georgia along the Black Sea coast, as a result of military victory over the
Georgian government in 1993, achieved defacto sovereignty.

From the sixteenth to the seventeenth centuries, as Georgia fell under the influence of
Turkey and Persia, Islam began to spread along the Abkhazian coast, though it never
entirely replaced Orthodox Christianity. Most Abkhazians today are, to the extent that
they practice any religion, nominal Christians. In 1810 Russia persuaded a member of the
Abkhazian ruling family to ask for Russian protection and progressively asserted its
control over the region, annexing it in 1864. In 1989 ethnic Abkhazians constituted only
18 percent of the population of their home region, while Mingrelians and Georgians
proper constituted 46 percent. Contrary to the assertions of Georgian nationalists, 90
percent of the “Georgians” of Abkhazia were Mingrelians, Svans, and Georgians proper
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who, in contrast, to many Mingrelians in Georgia proper, spoke Mingrelian as their first
language. The Abkhazians assert that the losses suffered during their resistance to the
Russians and the subsequent forced displacement of many Abkhazians to Turkey is the
source of their demographic weakness. At the beginning of the nineteenth century there
were approximately 321,000 Abkhazians, but by 1897, after losses suffered at the hands
of the Russians, there were only 58,697.

After the Russian Revolution of 1917, Nestor Lakoba led Abkhaz peasants and their
self-defense militias, kiaraz, in an effort to prevent annexation of Abkhazia by General
Mazniashvili (Mazniev), acting for the Georgian Social Democratic regime. Though the
Georgians, led by Noe Zhordania, granted Abkhazia autonomy, Georgian nationalists
claim that the Abkhaz nationality is a Bolshevist construct designed to weaken Georgia.
When the Bolsheviks defeated Georgia in March 1921, they recognized Abkhazia, under
Lakoba, as a Soviet republic equal in status to Georgia within the Transcaucasian
Federation. In December 1921 Abkhazia became part of the Georgian Soviet Socialist
Republic, but its ambiguous status was reflected in its 1925 constitution, and it nominally
retained its status as a union republic until April 1930. It was then demoted to the status
of autonomous republic.

Stalin furthered Abkhaz numerical weakness by ordering the settlement there of
various peoples but predominantly from Mingrelia. Numbers increasingly became a key
to Abkhaz concerns. While in 1886 there had been only an estimated 3,474 Mingrelians
and 515 other Georgian speakers in Abkhazia, by 1979, of the population of 486,082,
only 83,097 were Abkhaz, but Georgian speakers numbered 213,322. In 1945-46, as part
of the Georgianization drive of Stalin, Beria, and Chark’viani, the use of Abkhaz in
schools was replaced by Georgian and there were no further publications in the Abkhaz
language. The Abkhaz saw their eclipse in their home territory as a threat to their
economic and political future: their ability to control land and gain access to public jobs.

When the Georgian government, responding to pressure from Georgian nationalists led
by Zviad Gamsakhurdia, made Georgian the official language throughout Georgia,
Abkhazians launched a campaign to secede from Georgia and join the Russian SSR. They
also demanded that their language become the official language of Abkhazia. Many
Abkhazians, like other Caucasian peoples, had flourished by taking advantage of the “real
economy” of the late Soviet era. They did not want their businesses to be threatened by
Georgian independence and animosity toward the Soviet Union (later, Russia). They also
saw their amalgamation into an independent Georgia as a threat to the upward mobility of
their community. The second language of most Abkhazians is Russian rather than
Georgian. If Georgian were to become the official language of all Georgia, the Abkhaz
and their children would suffer a disadvantage in education, their quest for government
posts, and business.

In 1978, 130 Abkhaz intellectuals wrote to Soviet President Brezhnev asking for
permission for Abkhazia to secede from Georgia and join Russia. Moscow refused but
did offer Abkhazia cultural and economic concessions. The pedagogical institute in
Sukhumi (the Abkhaz prefer “Sukhum,” without the Georgian nominative case ending;
but in Abkhaz the city is AqQW’a), the chief Abkhaz city, was transformed into a full
university. Television and additional print media in Abkhaz were established. Ethnic
Abkhaz were promised 40 percent of government and judicial posts.
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Georgians were outraged by these concessions. Reacting in July 1989, Georgians
attempted to transform their branch of the Abkhaz State University into a section of the
Thilisi State University. This led to two weeks of ethnic violence in Sukhumi and twenty-
two deaths.

In August 1990 the Georgians altered their election laws to exclude from the
forthcoming Georgian Supreme Soviet elections purely regional parties, and therefore the
Abkhazian Popular Front, Aydgylara. The Abkhaz delegates to the Abkhaz Supreme
Soviet responded by declaring Abkhazia a completely sovereign republic. The
Abkhazians refused to submit to the new Georgian nationalist leader, Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, and in December 1990 elected Abkhaz intellectual Vladislav Ardzinba
chairman of their Supreme Soviet. Ardzinba asserted the Abkhaz desire to remain in the
Soviet Union as a union republic. Far from being the tool of the Kremlin, as claimed by
some Georgian nationalists, Ardzinba and the other Abkhazians saw association with a
restructured Soviet Union as the best protection from the chauvinistic nationalism
rampant in Tiblisi. Abkhazia, despite a Georgian boycott, participated in the March 1991
referendum on preserving the Soviet Union. Of the 52.4 percent of the electorate actually
voting in Abkhazia 98.4 percent expressed their support for the continuation of the Soviet
Union, undoubtedly as a counter to the pretensions of a nationalist Georgia.

In spring 1991 the Abkhaz and Georgians had worked out a compromise electoral law
for the region that would guarantee the Abkhaz twenty-eight delegates, the Georgians
twenty-six, and other groups a total of eleven. The agreement with its ethnic quotas was
actually suggested by Levan Alexidze, later an adviser to Eduard Shevardnadze, and
pushed by Gamsakhurdia as a means to forestall changes to the status of Abkhazia. The
agreement stipulated a two-thirds vote for important legislation. However, when the new
Abkhaz parliament met in early 1992, the Georgians viewed it as a body intent on
secession. Georgians in Abkhazia launched a campaign of noncompliance. The ouster of
Gamsakhurdia in January 1992 did not improve the situation. The tension intensified
after July 23, when the Abkhaz Supreme Soviet voted thirty-five to thirty to restore the
constitution of 1925, which specified that Abkhazia was a separate union republic rather
than a mere component of Georgia.

The Georgian State Council immediately declared the Abkhaz move null and
dispatched three thousand Georgian National Guard troops to Abkhazia. Despite the
claim that they had been sent to counter the “Zviadists,” who had taken Georgian
officials hostage, Georgian Defense Minister Tengiz Kitovani led an attack on the
Abkhaz parliament on August 18. In fact the hostages had been seized in Mingrelia and
were being held there, not in Abkhazia. In the face of the Georgian attack, Ardzinba and
Abkhaz deputies withdrew to the majority-Abkhaz town of Gutauta in the north and
called for armed resistance.

By October 1992, however, Abkhaz forces mounted an offensive and seized control of
the north. On October 23 Georgian forces in Sukhumi burned down the state archive and
the archives of the Institute of Abkhazian Language, History, and Literature. Fighting
intensified between Georgians and Abkhazians in early 1993. The Georgians held
Sukhumi, but they had to attempt to deal simultaneously with Zviadists rebels in western
Georgia. The Georgians also claim that Russians had been assisting the Abkhaz to
pressure Georgia to accommodate itself to Russian interests. The Abkhaz for their part
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charged that Russian President Boris Yeltsin had given his approval in advance to the
Georgian invasion and that toward the end of the war Russian aircraft had bombed
Abkhaz installations.

In mid-September 1993 the Abkhazians launched a new offensive. Shevardnadze flew
to Sukhumi personally to lead the defense, but within eleven days Abkhaz forces were
victorious. Georgian troops were expelled not only from Sukhumi but from all of
Abkhazia. Up to two hundred thousand Georgian civilians fled the advance of the
victorious Abkhaz. Despite U.N.-sponsored peace talks in 1993 and 1994 and the signing
by Georgian and Abkhazian representatives of a 1994 April Quadripartite Agreement in
the presence of U.N. and Western observers in Moscow, there were continued clashes. So
far at least seven thousand people have died in the conflict. While Georgians claimed that
the Abkhazians were unwilling to allow Georgian civilians who had fled to return,
Abkhazians argued that though they were willing to abide by the document, the
Georgians attempted unilaterally to rewrite it.

A chastened Georgia signed a treaty of friendship with Russia in February 1994 and
agreed to join the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), which it had previously
spurned. In return for its acquiescence to Russian interests, the Georgians were to be
provided with badly needed military hardware. In June 1994 Yeltsin deployed a CIS
peacekeeping force of 2,500 troops, principally Russians, along the Ingur River to
separate Georgian and Abkhaz forces. There is heated disagreement concerning the issue
of refugees. According to the Abkhazian government, not nearly as many Georgian
speakers fled as the Georgian government asserted, and the Abkhazians claim that sixty
thousand Georgians had returned by the end of 1996. They also assert that by the end of
1996 the number of Georgian speakers in Abkhazia numbered one hundred thousand.

On September 19, 1994, Russia closed its border with Abkhazia and on October 30,
1995, imposed a sea blockade. In November 1994 the Abkhaz parliament approved a
constitution that declared the Republic of Abkhazia a sovereign state, and Ardzinba was
elected president. In response to Abkhazia’s declaration of sovereignty, the CIS in
January 1996 imposed economic sanctions, supplementing the Russian land and sea
blockade, until the Abkhaz rejoin Georgia.

At a February 15, 1996, meeting in Moscow, Ardzinba said that the Abkhaz were
willing to accept a mix between federation and confederation, a “federative union” rather
than a “federative state.” The two equal units would have their own constitutions, but a
common federative administration would have authority over foreign policy, border
controls, energy, communications, and human rights. A settlement, however, still has not
been reached. Talks between Georgians and Abkhazians on the status of Abkhazia
remain deadlocked.
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Adamec, Ladislav (1926-)

Czechoslovakian prime minister at the beginning of the Velvet Revolution. Ladislav
Ademic, the son of peasants, was born in Frenstat pod Radhostem on September 10,
1926. In 1942 he began work as an unskilled laborer in his hometown. He joined the
Czechoslovak Communist Party in 1946 and developed a reputation as a capable
administrator and able economist. In January 1969, shortly after the crushing of the
Czechoslovak reform movement known as the Prague Spring, he became first deputy
prime minister, then prime minister of the Czech regional government.

When Lubomir Strougal was forced to relinquish the post of prime minister on October
10, 1988, Adamec, regarded a trustworthy technocrat, assumed it. Following the
November 17 use of security forces against student demonstrators and the subsequent
snowballing of pro-democracy demonstrations, Adamec initiated a dialogue with the
opposition Civic Forum. He resigned as prime minister on December 10, however, when
his proposal for a reshuffled cabinet that would contain sixteen Communists out of a total
of twenty-one members was rejected by Civic Forum and sparked mass protests. His
successor, Marian Calfa, though a Communist Party functionary, agreed to a cabinet half
of whose members would consist of political independents. The new cabinet, constituted
the same day, contained a majority of non-Communists. Jiti Dienstbier, a founder of
Charter 77, was appointed foreign minister and Véclav Klaus, a market economist,
became finance minister.

On December 20, 1989, the Communist Party in an emergency session expelled its
former general secretary, Milos Jakes, and the head of the party in Prague, Miroslav
Stepan. It then elected Adamec as its chairman, and Vasil Mohorita, a thirty-seven-year-
old member of the Politburo and youth organizer, was elected first secretary. Following
Adamec’s resignation as prime minister, Mohorita had served as the party’s chief
negotiator with Civic Forum. Adamec replaced Karel Urbanek, who had replaced the
hard-liner Jakes fewer than four weeks previously. Adamec, regarded as a pragmatist
rather than a convinced reformer, was opposed by the reform-minded Democratic Forum
of Communists. The party, nevertheless, used the occasion to apologize “to the working
people, artists, intelligentsia and young people for its past policies,” and Adamec said that
he would attempt to work with the reform Communist group.
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Adams, Gerry (1949-)

President of Sinn Fein, MP for West Belfast, 1983-92 and 1997—. Assembly member for
West Belfast, 1982—. Vice president of Provisional Sinn Fein (PSF), 1978-83. President
of PSF, 1983-.

Gerry Adams was born in Belfast in 1949. He worked as a barman in Belfast when he
became involved in what Republicans describe as “defence work during the pogroms,”
and he was believed by security forces to be head of the Provisional IRA (PIRA) in the
Ballymurphy area of West Belfast when he was interned in 1971. In 1972 he was released
to take part in secret London talks between PIRA and British Secretary of State William
Whitelaw, which gave rise to a brief cease-fire. In the resumed campaign, he was
believed by British intelligence sources to be the Belfast brigade commander of PIRA,
and in 1973 one of a three-man group running PIRA after the arrest of Sean MacStiofain,
chief of staff. After being arrested with other leading Republicans in Belfast in 1973,
Adams tried to escape from the Maze prison. For this, he was sentenced to eighteen
months imprisonment and released in 1976. Both as an internee and a convicted prisoner,
he was in the PIRA compound at the Maze, but he has repeatedly denied that he has been
a member of PIRA. In February 1978 he was charged with membership in PIRA, but
after being remanded in custody for seven months, he was freed after the lord chief
justice, Lord Lowry, ruled that there was not sufficient evidence for a conviction. He has
on several occasions stressed the need for increased political action by Republicans. In
June 1979 he told a Wolfe Tone commemoration ceremony at Bodenstown, County
Kildare, that the aims of the movement could not be achieved simply by military means,
and their failure to develop an alternative to constitutional politics had to be continually
analyzed. At the 1980 Provisional Sinn Fein (PSF) ard fheis (annual conference), he said
that the British now realized that there could not be a military victory, and it was time
that Republicans realized it, too. He had a leading role in deciding policy on the 1981 H-
Block hunger strike, and when he topped the poll in West Belfast in the 1982 assembly
election, he became the dominant Northern Ireland personality in his party. Tim Pat
Coogan, a leading authority on the IRA, called him a “Shogun-like figure” in Northern
Republicanism. He is among those who have campaigned for a more socialist approach
by PSF, and when the party dropped federalism from its policy in 1982, it was a further
triumph for Adams and his supporters and put him at odds with some leading Southern
PSF figures such as Daithi "Conaill. In December 1982 Adams was banned by Home
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Secretary William Whitelaw, under the Prevention of Terrorism Act, from entering
Britain to speak to Labour MPs and councilors at the invitation of Greater London
Council leader Ken Livingstone. But the ban was lifted by the Home Office in June 1983,
when he took West Belfast in the general election with a majority of more than five
thousand, unseating veteran MP Gerry Fitt. In 1984 loyalist gunmen shot and wounded
Adams when they opened fire on his car. He began having regular contact with John
Hume, the leader of the predominandy Catholic Social Democratic Labour Party, in the
late 1980s, but the meetings really came to the fore in September 1993, when the two
nationalist political leaders relaunched the Irish Peace Initiative. After the IRA called its
cease-fire in 1994, PSF was finally admitted to the multiparty talks that eventually
culminated in the 1998 Good Friday Agreement.

Ricki Schoen
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Gerry Adams, the leader of Sinn Fein and one of the key figures in the peace
talks in Northern Ireland. lllustration courtesy of Bernard Cook.

Adenauer, Konrad (1876-1967)

Christian Democratic chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, 1949-63. After a
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prestigious career as lord mayor of Cologne, 1917-33 and his enforced retirement during
the Nazi era, Adenauer helped establish the Federal Republic in 1949 and was the central
actor in its politics until 1963.

Son of a minor official in the Cologne civil service, Adenauer pursued legal studies in
Freiburg, Munich, and Bonn. In 1897 he entered the Prussian justice administration, then
worked briefly as a private attorney. In 1906 the Catholic Center Party delegation in the
Cologne legislature sponsored his election to the City Council. Three years later he was
deputy lord mayor. He oversaw the municipal food supply during the First World War
until a March 1917 automobile accident hospitalized him. This mishap left him what
some later observers called an “Asiatic” facial appearance.
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Konrad Adenauer, first postwar leader of West Germany and the architect of
the country’s remarkable recovery from the ruins of Word War II.
Illustration courtesy of the German Information Center.

Lord mayor since September 18, 1917, Adenauer was instrumental in keeping order in
Cologne during the revolutionary upheavals of 1918-19. Both then and around the time
of the “Ruhr Struggle” in 1923, he advocated a separate Rhenish state within a new,
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federal German Reich. He believed this would promote stability in the Rhineland and
also banish any threat of French annexations in western Germany. During the Weimar
Republic (1918-33) Cologne prospered under Adenauer’s leadership. New areas were
incorporated into the city, a university was founded, and his favorite project realized, a
“green girdle” of parks around the city. This era of foreign investment and full municipal
coffers ended with the onset of the Great Depression and the Reich’s deflationary
financial policies. Nationally, Adenauer served in 1921-33 as president of the Prussian
State Council and in both 1921 and 1926 was considered a possible candidate for
chancellor.

Like many German bourgeois politicians, Adenauer apparently believed that the other
parties could control National Socialism should it come to power. In March 1933 the
Nazis removed him from orifice. Among the charges against him were separatism,
“mismanagement” of municipal and personal finances, and a certain philo-Semitism.
They arrested him for three days after the R6hm Putsch in 1934 and then again in both
August and September 1944, although Adenauer had displayed great reluctance about
active contact with resistance circles.

After his dismissal as caretaker mayor of Cologne by British authorities in September
1945, the sixty-nine-year-old helped create the Christian Democratic Union (CDU).
Although not well known until 1949, Adenauer quickly became the party’s leader
throughout West Germany, owing not least to a combination of political experience and
personal authority unmatched by any of his potential rivals. Between 1945 and 1949 he
established several themes fundamental to his subsequent political work. His vision for
German civil society, inimical to both liberalism and socialism, gave high priority to
individual rights while emphasizing that the individual was firmly bound to the family
and, as was the state, subject to the Christian laws of morality. In foreign policy
Adenauer recognized as early as 1945 that the division of Europe would last indefinitely.
Therefore, creating a free and secure West German state took priority over reunification
for the foreseeable future. Adenauer thought Western integration (Westhindung), or close
political and institutional ties with Western countries and especially the United States,
was crucial for ensuring German security. Once the Soviet Union saw it could not win the
Cold War against a united West without unacceptable risk, reunification and improved
East-West relations would follow (the “Policy of Strength”). Relatedly, Western
European integration, if possible with British participation, would help reverse the
continent’s decline since 1914 and prevent future wars. Domestically, he saw the Social
Democratic Party (SPD) as the CDU’s main political opponent and rejected any formal
alliance with it. Although he had enjoyed close ties to industry since the First World War
and generally favored management over labor, Adenauer also advocated progressive
social policies that would alleviate class tensions. Impressed with the 1948 currency
reform, he strengthened ties with the head of the Frankfurt Economics Administration,
Ludwig Erhard, eventually bringing him into the CDU. As president of the Parliamentary
Council in 1948-49, Adenauer created a working relationship with leading Western
occupation officials. After the CDU/Christian Social Union (CSU) won the close August
1949 federal elections on a platform emphasizing Erhard’s “social market economy,”
Adenauer became chancellor in September by a single vote and established a center-right
coalition.
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His chancellorship can be divided into three phases. From 1949 to 1953 Adenauer’s
priority lay in establishing a close relationship with the Western powers and transforming
the Occupation Statute into a contractual relationship. These goals were initially
complicated by issues such as the dismanding of German heavy industry and the French
occupation of the Saar. Adenauer calculated that the Occupation Powers would reward
German cooperation in the Cold War by loosening controls and used the outbreak of
hostilities in Korea in June 1950 to offer German participation in Western defense. In
1951 the start of negotiations on the European Defense Community (EDC) and the
Occupation Statute proved him right. By 1953 the Western Powers were treating the
Federal Republic like a sovereign state, although the Occupation Statute technically
remained in effect. They also recognized the Federal Republic of Germany’s (FRG)
claim to be sole representative of the German nation after the German Democratic
Republic (GDR) was created in 1949 and, strongly encouraged by Adenauer, rejected
Joseph Stalin’s 1952 proposal for a neutral, united Germany. While none of the West
German parties in the 1950s dwelt on the Nazi past, since this might alienate potential
voters, Adenauer negotiated the 1953 Restitution Agreement with Israel and pushed it
through parliament despite opposition from within his own CDU/CSU about its potential
cost. Domestically, the Bundestag (lower house of parliament) passed the most important
legislation concerning immediate postwar reconstruction, such as the 1950 Dwellings
Construction Law (Wohnungsbaugesetz) and the 1952 Equalization of Burdens Law
(Lastenausgleich), which benefited refugees. The “economic miracle,” which started
fully unfolding around 1952, played an important role in solidifying Adenauer’s political
fortunes. This first phase of his chancellorship ended with German ratification of the
Contractual Agreements and the EDC Treaty in January 1953 and the CDU/CSU’s
electoral victory the following August, which gave it 45.3 percent of the vote.

From 1953 to 1958 Adenauer was at the height of his reputation and power, as
demonstrated domestically by the 1957 federal elections. Using the slogan No
Experiments, the CDU/CSU captured an absolute majority of the popular vote. In foreign
policy two apparent mishaps proved fortunate. On August 30, 1954, the French National
Assembly rejected the EDC Treaty, thereby clearing the way for a German national army
within NATO—Adenauer’s preferred goal—and more favorable contractual agreements
in 1955. Also in 1955 the Saar’s population, against Adenauer’s better judgment, voted
for incorporation into the Federal Republic; “reunification in the West” ensued in 1957.
The Saar vote did not produce a crisis with France primarily because between 1955 and
1957 the European Economic Community (EEC) and Euratom had taken center stage
internationally. As with the European Coal and Steel Community in 1950, Adenauer
prioritized the political benefits of European integration. He overruled the objections of
German free traders like Erhard to the EEC.

Decreasing Cold War tensions after 1953 provided an opportunity to establish
diplomatic relations with the USSR in September 1955 and secure the release of
remaining German prisoners of war there. However, the thaw also increased Adenauer’s
fears that the four occupying powers might reach agreement on Germany over the FRG’s
head (his “Potsdam complex”) and that the European status quo, including the GDR,
would solidify. His government met the first danger by continually professing unshakable
loyalty to the West and pursing a very cautious Eastern policy and the second largely by
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threatening to break relations with any state that recognized East Germany (the so-called
Hallstein Doctrine). At home in January 1957 the Bundestag passed legislation dear to
Adenauer that linked pensions to the cost of living, a welcome innovation in a society
with a vivid memory of past inflations. Yet his greatest domestic accomplishments had
more to do with the overall shape of the Federal Republic’s political system. Most
crucially, his CDU/CSU integrated wide segments of the German center-right, including
potentially troublesome groups like old-school Protestant nationalists and refugees. By
1958 the trend toward a stable three-party system—CDU/CSU, SPD, and the liberal Free
Democratic Party—was unmistakable.

Contemporary observers coined the term “Chancellor Democracy” to describe
Adenauer’s dominant personal role in government during the 1950s. Prone to
micromanage at times, he depended on a small group of advisers and kept a tight reign
over his ministers, especially in the vital area of foreign policy. Adenauer also skillfully
manipulated the various groups within the coalition and especially within the CDU/CSU.
His own values were typical of the nineteenth-century German middle class: discipline,
industry, respect for authority, frugality, love of nature, and great piety. Normally he
represented his office with quiet, reassuring dignity. But he possessed a strong,
combative streak and could play hardball, especially during electoral campaigns.
Moreover, at heart he was a pessimist. He harbored recurrent doubts, sometimes when
overreacting to individual incidents, about the ability of party colleagues to continue his
policies, the steadfastness of foreign allies, and, on occasion, the political sense of the
entire German people.

During the difficult last phase of his chancellorship, from 1958 to 1963, the
weaknesses of Adenauer’s method of governing became increasingly apparent.
Adenauer’s characteristic pessimism expressed itself in sharp disputes with party
colleagues over questions like Eastern policy and relations with the SPD. Long-standing
tensions between Adenauer and Erhard came into the open during the complicated
process of selecting a new federal president in 1959. The aging chancellor remained
reluctant to leave his post as long as Erhard, whose political skills he highly mistrusted,
seemed likely to replace him. In 1959-60 the SPD made a serious bid for long-term
electoral success by abandoning its Marxist platform and embracing Adenauer’s own
policy of Western integration. Discontent with Adenauer’s authoritarian tendencies also
grew, culminating in the public fallout from the 1962 Spiegel affair. The Second Berlin
Crisis of 1958-62, and especially the erection of the Berlin Wall in August 1961,
symbolized for many West Germans the bankruptcy of the “Policy of Strength.”
Moreover, it intensified Adenauer’s doubts about Western and particularly Anglo-
American resolve to support the Federal Republic’s positions on the German Question
and military—i.e., nuclear—equality within NATO. His alternative, closer cooperation
with France, proved unsatisfactory despite the historic January 1963 Franco-German
Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation. French President Charles de Gaulle’s
confrontation course with the United States on NATO and opposition to EEC
membership for Britain conflicted with basic German interests. Though Adenauer led the
CDU/CSU to a fourth electoral victory in 1961, his days as chancellor were numbered,
and he resigned in October 1963.

Adenauer remained active politically and continued to serve as national chairman of
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the CDU until 1966. His memoirs, whose first volume appeared in 1965, provided a
central source for German contemporary history. Adenauer died at his home in Rhéndorf
near Bonn on April 19, 1967, at the age of ninety-one. Twenty-five heads of state and
over one hundred ambassadors attended his state funeral in Cologne, a glowing tribute to
his political accomplishments. His two most important legacies are the Federal
Republic’s continued pro-Western orientation, even after reunification, and the
unprecedented creation of a German federal, nondenominational center-right party, the
CDU/CSU, that has dominated the FRG’s conservative politics since 1945.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Adenauer, Konrad. Memoirs 1945-1953. Tr. by Beate Ruhm von Oppen. London:
Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 1966.

——. Erinnerungen. Stuttgart: DVA, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968. Vol. 1: 1945-1953; Vol.
2: 1953-1955; Vol. 3: 1955-1959; Vol. 4: 1959-1963. Fragmente.

——. Briefs. Berlin: Siedler, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1987, 1995 (Rhdéndorfer Ausgabe). Ed.
by Hans-Peter Mensing. Vol. 1: 1945-1947; Vol. 2: 1947-1949; Vol. 3: 1949-1951;
Vol. 4: 1951-1953; Vol. 5: 1953-1955.

——. Reden 1917-1967. Erne Auswahl. Ed. by Hans-Peter Schwarz. Stuttgart: DVA
1975.

——. Teegespraeche. Berlin: Siedler, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1992 (Rhondorfer Ausgabe). Ed.
by Hanns Juergen Kuesters: Vol. 1: 1949-1954; Vol. 2:1955-1958; Vol. 3: 1959-
1961. Ed. by Hans Peter Mensing: Vol. 4: 1961-1963.

Koehler, Henning. Adenauer. Eine politische Biographie. Berlin: Ullstein, 1994.

Schwarz, Hans-Peter. Konrad Adenauer: German Politician and Statesman in an Era of
War, Revolution and Reconstruction. Vol. 1: From the German Empire to the Federal
Republic, 1876-1952. Tr. by Louise Willmot. Providence, R.1.: Berghahn Books, 1995
(1986). Vol. 2: The Statesman, 1952-1967. Tr. by Geoffrey Penny. Providence, R.I.:
Berghahn Books, 1997 (1991).

Adenauer’s personal papers are located at the Stiftung-Bundeskanzler-Adenauer-Haus,
Rhéndorf, Germany.

Thomas W.Maulucci Jr.

SEE ALSO Erhard, Ludwig; European Defense Community; Germany, Federal Republic

of; Spiegel Affair

Adorno, Theodor Wiesengrund (1903-)

German philosopher. Theodor Wiesengrund Adorno was born in Frankfurt in 1903, the
son of an assimilated Jewish wine merchant, Oskar Wiesengrund, and his Catholic wife,
Maria Calvelli-Adorno, a Corsican by descent and an accomplished singer.

In 1918 Adorno began reading Kant under the direction of Siegfried Kracauer. In 1921
he began to study at the University of Frankfurt and met Leo Lowenthal. He also became
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acquainted with Max Horkheimer in 1922. Adorno received a doctorate under Cornelius
with a dissertation on Husseri.

Adorno, whose interest was not limited to philosophy but extended equally to music,
attended a performance of Alban Berg’s Wozzeck and was so fascinated by it that he went
to Vienna in 1925 to study under Berg. There he established contact with the Schoenberg
circle. He returned to Frankfurt in 1927 and worked on Kant, Marx, and Freud.

From the end of the 1920s Adorno was associated with the circle surrounding the
Zeitschrift fur Sozialforsckung and with scholars and artists like Ernst Bloch, Bertolt
Brecht, Walter Benjamin, and Kurt Weil. Though they all lived in Berlin, Adorno
maintained his contacts in Vienna as well.

In 1931 Adorno completed his habilitation with a work on Kierkegaard and gave his
inaugural lecture in philosophy at the University of Frankfurt. From 1932 he regularly
published in the Zeitschrift fir Sozialforschung. Between 1934 and 1938 he did
postdoctoral work at Merton College, Oxford. There he elaborated the foundations of his
work Against Epistemology. In 1938 Adorno became an official member of the Institute
for Social Research in New York City and accepted a part-time job in the Radion
Research Project, directed by Paul Lazarsfeld at Princeton University. Adorno followed
Horkheimer to Southern California and worked there on the Dialectic of Enlightenment.
In 1949 he returned to Frankfurt but spent a year in the United States in 1952 following
an invitation by the Hacker Foundation. From 1958 he was in charge of the Institut fur
Sozialforschung. He died of heart failure in 1969.

Adorno’s most important publications after his return to Germany are collections of
essays such as Prisms (1955) and Notes to Literature (four volumes, 1958-74), as well as
collections of aphorisms Minima Moralia (1951), The Philosophy of Modern Music
(1949), Negative Dialectics (1966), and Ascetic Theory (unfinished and published
posthumously in 1970).

Adorno’s negative dialectics attempts to answer some of the questions formulated in
the Dialectic of Enlightenment: How could one conceive a nondominant relation between
man and the world? What would be the form of acts of thought that no longer subsume
the object under them and identify it? This is to be understood as an explicatory attempt
at nonidentifying dialectical thought the fundamental methodical feature of which is
determinate negation. The goal of this kind of thinking “against itself” is to transform
philosophy’s conceptuality toward the nonidentical. The goal of reason is the
reconciliation of spirit and nature, however, only in the form of a phantasm.

Owing to the limitations of thought, negative dialectics needs to be supplemented by a
form of appropriating the world that presents an already accomplished reconciliation.
This reconciliation, however, is not a mere copy reproducing and mimicking, thereby
affirming the antagonistic state of late capitalistic society. It is rather already the other.
Negative dialectics, therefore, needs art. Yet since art is without judgment, it needs
aesthetic theory to give it voice. This basis of Adorno’s extensive aesthetic studies
represents perhaps the definitive aesthetics of modernity.

Erik Vogt

SEE ALSO Frankfurt School
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Adzic, Blagoje (1933-)

Chief of staff of the Yugoslav army since 1989 and close collaborator of Slobodan

Milo3evié¢. The Serbian general was the leader of the hard-liners in army who strenuously

opposed the secession of any republics from the Yugoslav federation. He was responsible

for the intervention of the army in Slovenia in July 1991 and has never concealed his pro-
Serbian nationalist sentiments.

Catherine Lutard

(Tr. by Bernard Cook)

Afghanistan, War in

Afghanistan, sandwiched between the USSR and British India, prudently remained
neutral throughout World War Il. Given few other possibilities, the Afghan government
became largely dependent on British economic and military assistance. Fearful of Soviet
aggression, the postwar Afghan government remained resolved on accommoda-
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Afghanistan. Illustration courtesy of Bernard Cook.

tion with Britain. Despite their misunderstandings of the previous century, Britain and
Afghanistan seemed headed toward an extensive partnership. For example, Britain had
assumed a dominant influence in training and supplying the Afghan military through the
so-called Lancaster Plan.

The triumph of the Indian nationalist movement, however, led to the demise of British
hegemony in South Asia. Despite efforts by the British to retain some element of control
over subcontinent defense, or ensure the maintenance of previous strategic policies, the
plethora of differences that made inevitable the partition of the subcontinent into India
and Pakistan likewise precluded continuation of the strategic status quo. Once Britain lost
access to Indian manpower and facilities, India was no longer paramount in imperial
defense. Since the strategic importance of Afghanistan had always remained adjunct to
the defense of the subcontinent, once India and Pakistan achieved independence,
Afghanistan became of minimal value to the British. Thus Britain, weakened from World
War 1l and soon divested of both political and military responsibility for the subcontinent,
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was neither capable nor particularly interested in assisting Afghanistan.

The successor states, meanwhile, emerged from the partition weak and poised against
each other. Disputes over Kashmir, the Punjab, and Bengal, the division of military and
industrial assets, and communal atrocities aggravated existing grievances and left
Pakistan and India more inclined to battle each other than forge common policy. The
economic and political disruption that accompanied partition also ensured that neither
Pakistan nor India would have much to spare for Afghanistan, even in the absence of
political hindrances. India, technically responsible for the continuation of the Lancaster
Plan, showed little desire to assist the Muslim Afghans. Continual border controversy, the
Pushtunistan dispute, precluded close relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Throughout the ensuing period Afghanistan, searching for a replacement for the
departed British, courted the United States. Though the Afghan government repeatedly
expressed a desire for partnership with Washington, the Truman and Eisenhower
administrations proved largely disinterested. The Truman administration did offer limited
support to an agricultural development program in the Helmand Valley, embassy officials
briefly tried to mediate the Pushtunistan controversy, and at one time Pentagon officials
even approved Afghan purchases of U.S. military hardware. The Helmand Valley
Project, however, would prove a dismal failure, and the stipulations of the military aid
agreement rendered purchase impractical. Meanwhile, Pushtunistan negotiations were
aborted in the face of Pakistani protests.

In time the United States moved to support Pakistan and Iran, deeming both assets to
the worldwide Soviet containment effort. But the Americans proved disinterested in
Afghanistan since it possessed no strong conventional military forces, valuable strategic
facilities, vital resources, or substantial economic worth, yet was dangerously exposed to
Soviet encroachment. Though the Afghans detested both the Soviets and communism,
showed no objection to ideas of collective security, and might well have joined a
Western-sponsored alliance of Islamic states given suitable preconditions, the
Eisenhower administration thought it best to leave Afghanistan outside the American area
of responsibility.

By late 1955 persistent American rejection of Afghan requests for economic, military,
and political support had alienated the Kabul regime. Aid programs to Pakistan and Iran
undermined American excuses that global commitments, strained finances, or requisite
congressional approval precluded similar assistance to Afghanistan. That the United
States was sufficiently concerned with the security of Afghanistan’s neighbors to risk
Soviet retaliation, but did not extend its concern to Kabul, seems to have irritated the
Afghans most of all.

Denied access to the Western alliances and their accompanying economic assistance,
Prime Minister Muhammad Daoud’s nation faced a choice between a continuum in an
economic, political, and military vacuum or a rapprochement with the USSR. Daoud,
tired of Afghanistan’s economic weakness and convinced that Pakistan would always
retain a greater priority with the United States, signed a comprehensive aid agreement in
December 1955 that effectively mortgaged much of Afghanistan’s economy to the USSR.
The following August Daoud consigned the armed forces to Soviet tutelage in an
agreement that promised wholesale renovation of the Afghan military establishment.

In the late 1950s Daoud’s bargain seemed born of genius. The aid package included
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credits for the construction of hydroelectric plants, industrial complexes, storage
facilities, three major irrigation projects, two modern airports near Kabul, and a north-
south highway from Kabul through the Hindu Kush to the Oxus. Furthermore, the
acceptance of the Soviet offer prompted the heretofore uninterested United States to
implement a sizable assistance program of its own. Hoping to limit Soviet influence and
preserve Afghan independence, the Eisenhower administration financed several
economic plans, some of which it had rejected earlier. Through the next decade, Soviet
and American engineers built a variety of civic, industrial, mining, agricultural, health,
education, and communications facilities across Afghanistan, to the delight of Daoud’s
regime. Throughout the late 1950s and 1960s, Afghanistan remained the only country in
the world where the United States and the USSR cooperated, at times even collaborated,
in development programs.

The modernization of his military supplied Daoud with the force needed to guarantee
stability in the wake of social and economic reforms. Daoud used the army to enforce
government policy, and on more than one occasion it responded successfully to domestic
protests. The possession of Soviet military hardware, however, brought with it a
dependency on the USSR for training, ammunition, spare parts, and replacement items
that effectively limited Afghan political options, even in the absence of formal treaty
arrangements. Soviet instructors also assumed responsibility for training Afghan officers,
creating opportunities for subversion within the government’s most important enforcing
instrument. The United States could find no substantial way to offset Soviet domination
of the Afghan military.

Daoud implemented extensive precautionary measures to avoid possible infiltration of
the military. He discharged officers who expressed hostile opinions and prohibited all
members of the armed forces from seeking public office. He increased the size of the
West German-trained national police force and had them monitor the activities of Soviet
officers and technicians as well as domestic organizations with progressive or leftist
leanings. Daoud rotated Soviet technicians frequently and rarely renewed their contracts
upon termination of designated projects.

In October 1964, King Zahir Shah dismissed Daoud and approved a new constitution.
It contained elements typical of Western democracies, including separation of powers,
secret ballot, right to trial, and freedom of the press. Within the more open atmosphere
that followed, radical groups found the armed forces a fertile field in which to recruit. As
a result of contacts with Soviet instructors, some officers and enlisted men came to
support radical groups demanding sweeping changes to Afghanistan’s existing
socioeconomic structure.

Throughout the constitutional period (1964—73) the government routinely called on the
army to keep order among political factions, which it did effectively while its loyalty
remained with the royal family. Frustrations with the status quo, however, would
undermine loyalty to the king.

By 1973 perhaps as many as six hundred Afghan officers supported the Communist
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA). By that time many such officers had
reached ranks of major or colonel in command of key army and air force units and
installations. These officers played critical roles in both the 1973 coup that overthrew the
monarchy and the 1978 revolt that brought the PDPA to power. Thereafter, several ill-
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advised reform programs, implemented amid severe repression, alienated the vast
majority of the Afghan population and prompted civil war. With the PDPA government
on the verge of collapse, the USSR sent in troops in December 1979, who remained in
Afghanistan for over nine years.

The Soviet decision to invade likely stemmed most from fears of Islamic revival along
its southern border, heightened not only by Afghan resistance but also by the advent of
the Khomeini regime in Iran. Successful precedents of proxy activity in Ethiopia, Angola,
and South Yemen further encouraged invasion. Certain Soviet officials may have
dreamed of future offensives toward the Persian Gulf. Most clearly discounted any
unfavorable world reaction, and like many powers before them, the Soviets
underestimated the Afghans’ guerrilla potential.

While Afghanistan eventually came to resemble a “Soviet Vietnam,” initially most
strategists thought that the Afghan mujahideen would fade away in the face of a Soviet
onslaught. Such pessimism remained prominent even as the war progressed. Continued
stalemate seemed palatable to the USSR. The Soviet government, apparently immune to
public opinion, seemed prepared and capable of waging a sustained battle of attrition
against the Afghans, as they had done before in Central Asia and the Caucasus. With no
perceived threat of popular protests and no upcoming elections, the Soviet hierarchy
could even resort to forms of warfare not palatable to a Western democracy. The Soviet
Union repeatedly violated Geneva protocols in the first years of the war, employing in
several instances chemical and biological weapons. Soviet and Afghan government
forces, supported by aircraft and helicopter gunships, directed their attacks against
civilians, agricultural areas, water facilities, and livestock, as well as the mujahideen.

Despite their overwhelming technological superiority and the ability to wage a
veritable war of extermination, the USSR proved unable to suppress the mujahideen or
discourage the vast majority of Afghans from supporting the resistance. The Afghan
combination of ballistic familiarity, tactical know-how, rugged endurance, and unyielding
refusal to tolerate any sort of foreign rule, which has made Afghanistan a graveyard of
armies throughout the years, again proved insurmountable. Increased amounts of Western
aid supplied in the mid-1980s, most notably American-built Stinger missiles, proved of
great help to the Afghans, but Soviet casualties never became truly excessive. Above all
else the Soviets simply could not break the will of the Afghan people to resist.

Historians continue to debate the effect of the Afghan war on the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Though direct expenditures were not extravagant, when combined with the loss of
access to Western grain, technology, and other items, the war imposed a steady drain on
the already failing Soviet economy. Furthermore, as long as Soviet troops remained in
Afghanistan, the USSR suffered severe foreign policy repercussions. The vast majority of
Third World nations, especially Islamic-majority states, resented the naked aggression
and routinely demonstrated their feelings through condemning resolutions at the United
Nations. The USSR evoked hostility on its southern border that gave impetus to Islamic
independence movements in Azerbaijan and Georgia, throughout the Central Asian
republics, and within the Russian Republic in Chechnya. Perhaps most important,
psychological frustration passed from veterans through the Soviet general population,
overwhelmed government propaganda, and added to other venues of discontent. Faced
with an increasingly dissatisfied and increasingly vocal population, and left with no hope
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for victory beyond the mass extermination of the Afghan people, General Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev ultimately determined that the price of retreat would entail less
economic and political damage than continuation of the war.

While one could argue that the war ultimately proved beneficial to Western policy in
speeding the collapse of Soviet communism, it would be callous to overlook that these
repercussions came at a terrible cost for the Afghan people. Between one and two million
Afghans perished, while over half the population was made homeless. Sadly, in the
aftermath of war, Afghanistan has been unable to sustain lasting peace but has instead
become a battleground for warring factions.
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Agnelli Family

Piedmontese family that has had a prominent role in the economic, political, and social
life of Italy since Giovanni Agnelli founded the Fabbrica Italiana di Automobili Torino,
FIAT, in 1899. A shrewd industrialist, Giovanni developed important alliances with
Italian leaders and made FIAT the leading producer of automobiles and an important
force in the national economy. His son, Gianni, took over FIAT in 1966 and expanded its
involvement into many industries, including banking, publishing, sports, and the media.
Giovanni’s daughter, Susanna, became a senator and leader of the Republican Party.
Since the mid-1980s politicians, industrialists, and the general public have criticized the
Agnelli group, claiming it has become a monopoly with too much power in too many
aspects of Italian life. Yet the Agnellis maintain widespread popular support and have a
public position somewhat analogous to that of the Kennedy family in the United States.
During World War | the FIAT company, under Giovanni Agnelli’s leadership, secured its
future by becoming a primary manufacturer of automobiles, trucks, airplane engines, and
other machinery for the war effort. Giovanni also established a beneficial, though
allegedly apolitical, relationship with dictator Benito Mussolini following the Great War
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and guaranteed FIAT a role in World War Il. FIAT quickly became Italy’s number one
automobile manufacturer, a position it has maintained through a veritable monopoly of
the auto trade. When Giovanni died in December 1945, his family’s fortune was
estimated to be worth a billion dollars.

Vittorio Valetta assumed control at FIAT following Giovanni’s death. Gianni is
rumored to have enjoyed a jet-set lifestyle during Valetta’s tenure as FIAT chairman.
When Gianni took over FIAT in 1966, he was confronted with a turbulent period of
worker unrest but was able to keep FIAT at the top of the Italian economy. Through a
series of business dealings, Gianni guaranteed FIAT a role in most of Italy’s leading
industries, including Gemma, Mediobanca, and Pirelli. The Agnellis acquired media
influence when they bought control of two of Italy’s leading daily newspapers, Corriere
della Sera and La Stampa and took over an Italian-language television station based in
Montecarlo. They also bought the popular Italian soccer team Juventus.

To criticisms that the Agnellis had too much power, the family responded that what
was good for FIAT was good for Italy and that they needed to increase their holdings to
guarantee FIAT a place in the world market. Despite challenges from a new group of
politicians and industrialists, the Agnelli family has proved its ability to remain strong in
Italy as well as in the international marketplace. This could change, however. In poor
health, Gianni turned FIAT over to long-time colleague Cesare Romiti in February 1995.
Since then, there have been rumors of other possible changes in FIAT and its
subsidiaries. With several leading FIAT executives, as well as those of its important
partners, reaching retirement age, there is speculation that Gianni’s son, Giovanni, may
become the new Agnelli leader.
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Ahern, Bertie (1951-)

Irish politician. Bertie Ahern, a former accountant, was elected to the Dail as a Fianna
Fail representative in 1977. He served as minister for state at the Departments of the
Taoiseach (prime minister) and Defense in 1982; minister for labor, 1987-91; and
minister for finance, 1991-94. He was director of elections for Brian Lenihan in the 1990
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presidential campaign. Ahern supported Charles Haughey in the 1992 leadership battle.
Despite being seen as a prospective candidate to replace Haughey, he did not run for
office. However, Ahern did replace Albert Reynolds as leader of Fianna Fail in 1994.
Following the success of Fianna Fail in the 1997 election, Ahern became taoiseach.
Michael J.Kennedy
SEE ALSO Haughey, Charles; Reynolds, Albert

Aho, Esko (1954-)

Prime minister of Finland from 1991 to 1995. Esko Aho, who was born on May 20, 1954,
became prime minister in 1991 when the Finnish Center Party (CP), under his
chairmanship, succeeded in winning thirteen seats in the parliamentary elections. When
the Social Democrats refused to participate in the government, Aho formed a nonsocialist
majority coalition. The CP had eight ministers, the Conservatives six, and the Swedish
National Party two. In addition, the Finnish Christian Union had one. In June 1994,
however, the Finnish Christian Union withdrew from the government because it opposed
the agreement to join the European Union (EU).

Aho became chairman of the CP in 1990 when he defeated his rivals in an exciting
contest during the party congress. The post was vacated by Paavo Véayrynen, chairman
from 1980 to 1990, who announced that he would not continue in the post. Aho’s victory
came as a surprise to most outside the party. While Aho was just thirty-six years old in
1990, he had been active in the CP for almost two decades. He was chairman of the
party’s youth organization from 1974 to 1980 and political secretary to Foreign Minister
Véyrynen from 1979 to 1980. From 1980 to 1983 Aho worked as an official in a small
municipality, where he was responsible for the development of industries. This job was
intended to provide him with the popular support necessary for a political career. Aho
was elected to the Eduskunta (parliament) in 1983; in 1991 he was elected to a third term.
In parliament he worked behind the scenes, while carefully preparing for more
challenging tasks.

As prime minister Aho was one of a long line of prominent political leaders produced
by the Agrarian Union/ Center Party. He surprisingly turned out to be independent of his
predecessor, Vayrynen, whom he was expected to support in the 1994 presidential
elections. The fight between the two became open in early summer 1994. While
Véyrynen led the intraparty opposition against Finland’s membership in the EU, Aho
obtained a vote of confidence in the Eduskunta, forcing the party congress to approve EU
membership within a single dramatic week in June.

While Aho’s popularity decreased after the 1991 parliamentary elections, he became
one of the strongest politicians in Finland in 1994 because of his party’s decisive role in
the EU issue.
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Ahtisaari, Martti (1937-)

President of Finland, March 1, 1994. Martti Oiva Kalevi Ahtisaari was born on June 23,
1937, in Viipuri (Vyborg) on the Karelian isthmus. Ahtisaari did not have any experience
in Finnish politics; his international career had kept him away from Finland for more than
two decades. He worked as a teacher at the Swedish Pakistani Institute of Technology in
Karachi from 1960 to 1963, and as managing director for the Helsinki International
Student Club and Students’ Association for Development Aid in 1964-65. Ahtisaari
joined the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland in 1965, holding various posts in the
Bureau for Technical Co-operation, finally serving as assistant director in 1971-72. In
1972 he became deputy director of the Department for International Development
Cooperation. Ahtisaari served as the Finnish ambassador to Tanzania from 1973 to 1976,
and was also accredited to Zambia, Somalia, and Mozambique (1975-76).

Ahtisaari was U.N. commissioner for Namibia between 1977 and 1981. In 1978 he was
appointed special representative in Namibia of the U.N. secretary-general. Between 1984
and 1986 he served as undersecretary of state in charge of international development
cooperation in the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and from 1987 to 1991 as U.N.
undersecretary general for administration and management. As special representative of
the U.N. secretary-general for Namibia, Ahtisaari led the U.N. operation (UNTAG) in
Namibia in 1989-90.

On July 1, 1991, Ahtisaari became secretary of state in the Finnish Ministry for
Foreign Affairs. From September 1992 until April 1993 he was chairman of the Bosnia-
Herzegovina Working Group of the International Conference on the former Yugoslavia.
Despite being the Social Democratic (SDP) presidential candidate for the 1994 elections,
Ahtisaari spent four months as special adviser to the International Conference on Former
Yugoslavia. He returned to Finland only about two months before the first election day.

Ahtisaari’s international reputation was an asset in the competition for the post of
Finland’s president. When he was introduced to opinion polls as a potential candidate, he
immediately obtained 55-60 percent support against less than 10 percent for any other
candidate.

While Kalevi Sorsa, a former secretary-general and chairman of the SDP, as well as
prime minister and foreign minister for several years in the 1970s and 1980s, was
expected to become the SDP’s presidential candidate after Mauno Koivisto, widespread
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antipolitical feelings prompted a demand for an alternative. Furthermore, the new
electoral system demanded a candidate who, in a direct vote, would win a sufficient
number of votes in the first round to be one of two leading candidates and then win a
majority during the second round. In the new situation all the parties selected their
candidates in primary elections. The SDP decided to open voting in its primary to
nonmembers, negatively influencing Sorsa’s chances since it was certain that
nonmembers would prefer Ahtisaari. However, Ahtisaari won a narrow majority among
members as well, receiving altogether 61.2 percent of the vote against Sorsa’s 34.4
percent.

While Ahtisaari’s original support in opinion polls decreased dramatically to about 20
percent during the campaign, he won the first round with 25.9 percent. Elisabeth Rehn
(Swedish People’s Party, SFP) received 22 percent, Paavo Vayrynen (The Finnish
Center, KESK) 19.5 percent, and Raimo llaskivi (National Coalition Party, the
conservatives) 15.2 percent. Keijo Korhonen and Eeva Kuuskoski (both KESK members)
together received 8.4 percent; each of the other candidates received from 0.2 to 3.8
percent. According to opinion polls Elisabeth Rehn was more popular (with 55 percent)
than Ahtisaari at the beginning of the campaign for the second round. However, Ahtisaari
conducted a better campaign, achieving 53.9 percent of the vote in the second-round
general election.

In his presidential campaign Ahtisaari deviated from Koivisto’s efforts to decrease the
president’s power in relation to the Eduskunta (parliament) and especially in relation to
the Council of State, not only in foreign policy but in domestic politics as well. His
campaign was balanced between popular antipolitical feelings and similarly popular
socialist alternatives in welfare politics, with promises to reduce unemployment and to
save the welfare state through strong political determination. After taking office Ahtisaari
broke the traditional distance between the president and the nation by personally visiting
and meeting with common people and frequently speaking to the nation through the mass
media. President Ahtisaari boldly declared that no party had been able to achieve the
same level of popular support as he did, with 54 percent of the vote, so he alone was
elected by and represented the people.
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Aiken, Frank (1898-1983)

Irish politician, minister for finance, 1945-48; minister for external affairs, 1951-54,
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1957-68; deputy prime minister, or tanaiste 1965-69. Frank Aiken played a central role
in the operation and development of Ireland’s post-1945 foreign policy. On his return to
office in 1957, Aiken promoted an independent Irish policy at the United Nations.
Disregarding Cold War polarizations, Ireland spoke out in favor of decolonization in the
developing world and, against American wishes, in support of the admission of
Communist China. The prominent stance adopted by Aiken at the United Nations is often
seen as a golden age of Irish foreign policy. Aiken’s ministry saw the first deployments
of Irish peacekeeping forces in Sinai in 1958 and in the Congo from 1961 to 1964.
Aiken’s interest in disarmament led in 1958 to resolution 1665 [XVI], which led to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1968. Aiken’s role was acknowledged by the fact
that his signature headed those on the Moscow copy of the treaty. Yet Aiken paid litde
attention to European policy and showed little interest in the European Community.

Michael J.Kennedy
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Ajaria (Adzharia)

Autonomous republic of the former Georgian Socialist Soviet Republic of the USSR.
Ajaria, whose population consists principally of Islamized Georgians, is located in
southwestern Georgia along the Black Sea coast, and its principal city is the strategic port
Batumi.

Ajaria’s autonomous status within Georgia was rooted in geopolitical considerations
following World War | and the Russian Civil War. Batumi was coveted by Azerbaijan,
Armenia, and Georgia. The Bolsheviks arrived in March 1921 just before the Turks. The
Georgian Mensheviks, who had occupied the city, preferred even Bolshevik Russians to
the Turks. Moscow, however, anxious to appease Kemal Atatlrk, granted autonomy to
the Muslims of Ajaria in the Treaty of Kars.

That Ajarians’ identity was primarily religious rather than linguistic or cultural made
their territory vulnerable to attacks by the Communist establishment. The linguistic
complexity of the area contributed to the success of a Georgian literacy campaign.
Georgian became the lingua franca and assimilation progressed rapidly. After the Second
World War, 80 percent of the region’s population identified as Georgians.

As a result of the uncertainty and turmoil that accompanied the collapse of the USSR,
however, Ajaria seceded from Georgia in 1991 and became virtually independent.
Secession was largely the work of Asian Abshidze, a former apparatchik who had
profited from the “real economy” of the Caucasus during the late Soviet era. In 1990
Georgian ultranationalist Zviad Gamsakhurdia attempted to abolish the autonomy of
Ajaria. This directly endangered the economic and political position of the local Soviet
elites. To maintain the economic advantages enjoyed by the area and their own system of
patronage, they, under the leadership of Ajaria, recruited sufficient popular support
against Gamsakhurdia to challenge Thilisi successfully and to organize a separate regime
for all practical purposes.
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Akhmatova, Anna Andreevna (Gorenko)
(1889-1960)

Russian poet. Well known for her love poems of the 1920s, Anna Akhmatova emerged
during the Second World War as a patriotic and moral voice. In 1946, however, her work
was banned by the Soviet government, and she was expelled from the Writers Union.
Rehabilitated after 1956, she received the Etna-Taormina prize in 1964 and an honorary
degree from Oxford University the following year.

Her most famous later works, Requiem (published in 1958) and Poem Without a Hero
(1963), are noted for the distinctive mirror-writing style Akhmatova employed. Today,
Anna Akhmatova is recognized as “the conscience of Russia” and its greatest female
poet.
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Aland Islands and the Swedish-Speaking
Population of Finland

Finnish islands at the entrance to the Gulf of Bothnia, the inhabitants of which are largely
Swedish. When Fin-land became independent in 1917 the Aland Islands became a bone
of contention between Finland and Sweden. The population of the Alands identified
themselves as Swedish and wished the Alands to join Sweden. Sweden supported the
idea, but the League of Nations decided, on June 27, 1921, that the Aland Islands had
been and were to be an inseparable part of Finland. However, an exceptional autonomous