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PREFACE TO THE
REVISED EDITION

ratified by the response to the initial publica-

tion of The Encyclopedia of World Religions,
the editors have prepared a revised and much
enhanced edition of this work. The new edition
contains 100 new articles on as many fresh topics,
from ACTS OF THE APOSTLES t0 VIETNAMESE RELIGIONS.
Numerous suggestions for further reading have
been added throughout. Many articles have also
been updated and expanded. The entire encyclope-
dia has been carefully scrutinized to ensure accu-
racy, to include the latest scholarship and infor-
mation, and to adequately represent recent world
events involving religion.

The early years of the 2lst century have
turned out to be a time in which religion is much

«o Viil

in the news, often in very controversial ways. Once
again, faith has shown itself to be a major force
behind political and international events, as well
as within the hearts of individuals. Regardless of
how one feels about religion’s role in society, now
more than ever, reliable and in-depth information
about the world’s religions—an understanding
of its role both today and throughout history—is
essential to responsible modern citizenship. It is
hoped that this encyclopedia will contribute to that
vital understanding.

—Robert S. Ellwood
General Editor



PREEACE TO THE
ORIGINAL EDITION

eligion is one of the most important areas of

human life. It has caused wars, inspired great
acts of compassion, and produced some of the
most exalted literature and philosophy known to
humanity. Yet it is often difficult to get informa-
tion on the world’s religious traditions, informa-
tion that is not only simple and interesting to read
but also objective, not partial to the point of view
of one religious tradition or another. The purpose
of The Encyclopedia of World Religions is to help
you find this kind of information.

We need always to recognize that religion
can be looked at in two ways, from outside and
inside. The “outside” point of view means identi-
fying some basic facts—for example, the history,
teachings, practices, and organization of a religion,
facts that can be called out during research. The
“inside” point of view means taking a close look at
the people who live and worship in that tradition.
To truly understand a religion as it exists for real
people, then, you need to be able to get inside—to
begin to understand the feelings of a religion’s
believers, their ways of looking at the world, and
the things that are most important in their religious
lives. Gaining inside understanding does not mean
you have to agree with believers or even accept
the representations of their beliefs; it just gives you
the ability to empathize with, or have a feeling for,
other peoples’ values.

Although an encyclopedia like this one can
easily provide material for the outside point of
view, it is hoped it will make you interested
enough to want to also gather some inside per-
spectives through further reading, especially in

the sacred songs and scriptures of religions, and
above all by meeting and talking with people
of various religious backgrounds. In the United
States today, people of almost all backgrounds
are accessible because temples of nearly all the
world’s religions can be found in most large cit-
ies. The religious world, in other words, not only
is found in books but is also a living reality all
around us.

As you use The Encyclopedia of World Reli-
gions, you will find that you often need to go from
one entry to another to find certain new words or
ideas explained. To assist you in locating informa-
tion on topics related to the entry in which you
begin to read, you will notice that some words
within an article serve as cross-references and
appear in SMALL CAPITAL LETTERS. A word in SMALL
CAPITAL LETTERS indicates that there is an entry
within the encyclopedia for that word, an entry to
which you can refer for additional information. Be
sure to look up any other words you do not under-
stand in a dictionary or other reference book. Best
wishes, and welcome to the wonderful and fasci-
nating realm of the world’s religions.

—Robert S. Ellwood
General Editor

Editor’s Note: In this encyclopedia, Japanese names
are written in the Japanese manner, with the sur-
name first; the surname is also in small-capital
letters in cross-references. Terms derived from the
Chinese language are transliterated according to
the Wade-Giles system; when they appear as head-
words in an entry, the Pinyin is also given.

iX =



INTRODUCTION

What Is This Encyclopedia About?

dolescence is a time of curiosity—about one-

self, one’s friends, one’s world. The Encyclo-
pedia of World Religions, Revised Edition, aims to
help young people satisfy their curiosity about a
very important aspect of their world: religions.

Today more than ever young people in North
America encounter a variety of religions. Because
of changes to immigration laws made in 1965, it is
now possible for people from what had previously
been “barred zones” to settle in the United States.
This includes a large number of people from places
where religions such as BUDDHISM, CONFUCIANISM,
HinDuisMm, IsLAM, JAINISM, Parsiism, SIKHISM, SHINTO,
and Taoism are practiced. Students today are much
more likely to have friends who practice these reli-
gions or even to practice them themselves than
American students would have been in their par-
ents’ and grandparents’ days.

In addition, and significantly, after the terror-
ist attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon
on September 11, 2001, the religions of the world
have received a great deal of public attention. It is
crucial for students to learn about these religions if
they are to become responsible citizens. For exam-
ple, a couple of years ago, at a Sikh gurdwara, 1
met a priest who was run off an interstate highway
after 9/11 by a truck driver who thought he looked
like Osama bin Laden. Ignorance about religions
and the people who practice them is something
that the United States can no longer afford.

Unfortunately, opportunities for young people
to learn about religions are limited. Much educa-
tion in the United States does not include religious

studies. (On the difference between religious stud-
ies and theology, see THEOLOGY and RELIGION, STUDY
or.) Fortunately, though, educators have begun to
see the need for such education. For example, the
American Academy of Religion now has a special
committee devoted to teaching about religions
in secondary schools, and first-rate publishers
have begun to publish books in religious studies
designed to meet the needs of secondary school
students. In this climate, it seemed only fitting to
update this encyclopedia.

The aims of The Encyclopedia of World Reli-
gions, Revised Edition, remain unchanged. It aims
to address students directly. It provides them with
accurate information about religions that they are
likely to encounter. It also provides them with
information that they can use and understand.
Generally speaking, it contains three kinds of
entries: historical entries, comparative entries, and
theoretical entries.

Historical entries discuss features of specific
religions. The most basic historical entries are those
on the major religions: BubpHisM, Chinese religions
(see CHINA, RELIGIONS OF), CHRISTIANITY, HINDUISM,
IsLaM, JupaisMm. Where appropriate, the editors
have also included major entries on the persons
who started or “founded” the religions: the Bup-
DHA, JESUS, MUHAMMAD. Many other religions have
their own entries, too; for example, AZTEC RELI-
GION, CELTIC RELIGION, GREEK RELIGION, MANICHAEISM,
NATIVE AMERICAN RELIGIONS, and PAcIFIC OCEAN RELI-
clons. In addition, more specific entries generally
supplement the broader ones. Thus, in addition to



an entry on ZOROASTRIANISM, there are entries on
the PARSEES, ZARATHUSTRA, and the ZEND AVESTA.

Comparative entries discuss features that
appear in several or in all religions. They introduce
students to many standard topics in the study of
religions. Examples include entries on Gop, GOD-
DESSES, MAGIC, MYSTICISM, RITES OF PASSAGE, SACRIFICE,
and SCRIPTURE.

But religions are not simply facts to be
recounted and compared. They are topics about
which to think. Here is where the theoretical
entries come in. The most basic theoretical entry
is the one on the Study of Religions (see RELIGION,
STUDY OF). Several more-specific entries discuss
theories and movements in religious studies, for
example, ANIMISM, DYNAMISM, FEMINISM, FUNCTION-
aLisM, and ToTEMisM. Other entries discuss major
thinkers and their ideas: Emile DURKHEIM, Mircea
ELIADE, J. G. Frazer, Sigmund FRreup, C. G. JUNG,
Bronislaw MaALINowski, Karl Marx, Rudolf OTTo,
and Max WEBER.

In selecting entries, the editors have kept in
mind that young people are especially interested
in topics that address the world in which they live.
Therefore, this encyclopedia supplements the gen-
eral entries on Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism,
Islam, Judaism, and PROTESTANTISM with entries on
these religions in America. It also gives preference
to topics that young Americans are most likely to
encounter, for example, the Christian theologian
Thomas Aquinas but not the influential Buddhist
philosopher Nagarjuna, who currently is less
often studied in American schools, a situation that
may change. In addition, for the revised edition,
we have updated key entries to take into account
changes in the world and its religions since the
first edition appeared. For example, The Encyclo-
pedia of World Religions, Revised Edition, includes
entries on COMPUTERS AND RELIGION and BRAIN, MIND,
AND RELIGION, among 100 others. It also devotes
more attention to Christianity in Latin America,
Africa, and Asia and to the Pentecostal movements
that have recently met with some success in these
parts of the world.

The basic structure of many of the entries goes
back to the ideas of Joachim Wach. These ideas

Introduction « xi

are certainly not beyond criticism. For example,
Wach related experience and expression in a way
that opens up all sorts of thorny philosophical
problems. But Wach did identify three modes of
religious expression—the theoretical, the practical,
and the sociological—that are helpful in organiz-
ing material for beginning students. Although our
major entries use simpler words, Wach’s three
basic divisions remain. Moreover, entries generally
discuss a religion’s history before considering its
theoretical, practical, and social aspects.

Finally, a few other useful distinctions should
be noted. For example, throughout most of the
entries, readers will find themselves directed by
cross-references to related entries or entries that
offer additional information of interest. These
cross-references appear in SMALL CAPITAL letters and
will serve to extend the scope and depth of the
encyclopedia.

Also, usually within the initial definition of
an entry, readers will sometimes find references
to Sanskrit, the ancient Indo-European language
sacred to or influential among Hindus and Bud-
dhists. Other references throughout, often found in
parentheses without explanation, constitute refer-
ences to the Bible.

I want to close on a more personal note. Two
groups of young people have inspired my work on
this volume.

The first group comprises several generations
of students in the SUMMERSCAPE program at
Drury College, Springfield, Missouri. During the 15
years that I taught in this program, I was amazed
and impressed by the number of gifted and tal-
ented sixth to ninth graders who were willing to
spend two weeks of their summers taking what
amounted to introductory courses in religious stud-
ies and philosophy. These students consistently
gave me more than I gave them. This volume is a
testimony to our time together.

The second group includes my nieces, nephew,
and children. I was particularly gratified several
years ago to receive a call from a niece who lives in
Houston. A friend had shown my niece her favorite
book in the school library. It turned out to be the
first edition of The Encyclopedia of World Religions.
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Apparently it took considerable conversation after-
ward to convince the friend that my niece and I
were related.

I do not expect, of course, that this volume
will be every student’s favorite book. But I do hope
student readers will find the revised edition even

more helpful than the first one. I also hope that
in its own small way The Encyclopedia of World
Religions, Revised Edition helps them grow into
informed and responsible citizens.

—Gregory D. Alles
Associate Editor
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Aaron Brother of MosEgs in the Hebrew BIBLE.
According to the Bible, Gop appeared to Moses in
the desert and appointed him to free the people of
Israel from slavery in Egypt (see Exopus). Moses
objected that he had no public speaking abilities,
so God appointed his older brother Aaron as his
assistant (Exodus 4).

Aaron was instrumental in bringing about the
various plagues that eventually convinced the king
of Egypt to release the enslaved Israelites (Exodus
5-12). On a less positive note, he is said to have
manufactured a calf of gold for the people to wor-
sHIP when they feared that Moses had perished on
Mt. Sinai (Exodus 32).

Tradition holds that Aaron was the first high
priest of Israel. A group of priests associated with
the Temple in JERusALEM (middle 900s to 586 B.C.E.)
claimed to be descended from him. They are
known as Aaronides or Aaronites.

abortion and religion The intentional destruc-
tion by medical means of a human fetus in the
womb prior to birth—a highly controversial ethi-
cal issue for many religious people since it means
the taking of present or potential human life. On
one side are those, calling themselves “pro-life,”
who hold that a fetus is a person and that abortion
therefore is murder. This is the view officially taken
by, among others, Roman Catholics, many conser-
vative Protestants, and Orthodox Jews. However,
unlike RomaN CatHoLicisM, Orthodox Jupaism per-
mits abortion if the mother’s life is at stake.
Others, calling themselves “pro-choice,” con-
tend that an unborn fetus is not a person and that

abortion is not, therefore, murder. Liberal religion-
ists believe that abortion is always a serious moral
decision, but that it can be justified for such rea-
sons as saving the life or health of the mother, or
the prospect of the child’s being born seriously
deformed. In the great majority of cases, abortion
as a means of birth control, that is, as a means to
terminate unwanted pregnancies, usually does not
have the approval of religious authorities.

Moreover, the issue is one not only of whether
abortion is intrinsically right or wrong, but also of
who has the right to decide. Is it the mother’s right
alone to decide if she will have a child? Or do oth-
ers—the state, the medical profession, the father,
the church—have the right to make that decision?
It is a complex and wrenching issue that many per-
sons, religious and otherwise, continue to wrestle
with.

Abraham (Arabic, Ibrahim) Legendary ances-
tor of Jews and Arabs, also revered by Christians
and all Muslims. The BIBLE presents an image of
Abraham that roughly corresponds to the way of
life common in Canaan between 2000 and 1600
B.C.E.

According to the Bible, Abraham left the city
of Ur in Mesopotamia and traveled to the land of
Canaan. In fulfillment of a promise from Gob, he
and his wife SArRaH had a son, Isaac, despite their
advanced age. (The Bible says Abraham was 100
years old [Genesis 21.5]. Isaac’s son JACOB became
the ancestor of the Jewish people. Arabs trace
their descent to Abraham through Ishmael (Arabic,
Ismail), the son of Abraham and Hagar. Muslims
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consider Hagar Abraham’s first wife. They attri-
bute the building of the most sacred of all Islamic
shrines, the KaaBa in Mecca, to Abraham.

A well-known story relates how God com-
manded Abraham to sacriricE his son. Jews tell
this story about Isaac. Muslims tell it about Ish-
mael. Abraham obeyed God without question. He
stopped only when an ANGEL informed him that
God’s command was merely a test. Abraham’s faith
as seen in this incident is the theme of a book, Fear
and Trembling, by the Danish philosopher, Sgren
Kierkegaard.

Abraham is a very important religious figure.
Three of the world’s most prominent religions,
JupaisM, CHRISTIANITY, and IsLaM, are often called
“Abrahamic religions” because they see themselves
as worshipping the God of Abraham.

Acts of the Apostles The fifth book of the New
TESTAMENT. The Acts of the Apostles—commonly
referred to simply as Acts—continues the Gospel of
Luke. Together, they make up a two-part work. The
gospel tells the story of Jesus; Acts tells the story of
the early Christian church from Jesus’ resurrection
to the arrival and missionary activity of the Apostle
PAuL in Rome. The first part of the book is about
Christians at JErusaLEM. Memorable events include
the receiving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the ston-
ing of Stephen, and Peter’s vision, which justified
preaching about Jesus to non-Jews. The second part
of the book tells the story of Paul: his conversion and
his journeys in what are now Turkey and Greece,
spreading the message of Christianity. In portions
of this second part the writer uses the first-person
plural pronoun, “we” (16.10-17, 20.5-15, 21.1-18,
27.1-28.16). It is possible that these passages are
from a diary that Luke kept. The tradition that Luke
wrote the Gospel of Luke and Acts does not go back
further than the end of the second century C.E.
Some scholars think that the story Acts tells is
somewhat artificial. According to these scholars,
the author of Acts presents as united two indepen-
dent and separate Jesus movements—one in Jeru-
salem, the other in Antioch (Paul’s home base).
The author also ignores other Jesus movements

that were active at the time. Traditionally, however,
Acts has been taken as the first accurate historical
account of the early Christian church.

See also APOSTLES.

Adam The first human being in Jewish, Christian,
and Islamic tradition. The name Adam may also be
translated simply as “the man.” The BIBLE seems to
link this name to adamah, Hebrew for ground (Gen-
esis 2.7). As told in the second chapter of Genesis,
the Lord Gop formed Adam from the Earth’s dirt,
breathed life into him, and placed him in the garden
of Eden. After a futile attempt to find a companion
for him among the animals, God put Adam into a
deep sleep, took one of his ribs, and fashioned a
woman from it, whom Adam eventually named EVE.
In Genesis 3 God expelled Adam and Eve from the
garden because they disobeyed God’s command not
to eat from the tree of knowledge (see FALL, THE).

Jewish philosophers have seen Adam and his
story as symbolizing all human beings. Christians
used the image of Adam in defining the special role
of JEsus. For example, PAUL saw Jesus as the sec-
ond Adam, undoing the consequences of the First
Adam’s sin (1 Corinthians 15.22, 45). For Muslims,
Adam is the first in the line of prophets that culmi-
nates in the prophet MUHAMMAD.

Adi Granth Punjabi for “first book”; the sacred
book of the Sikhs. It is also known as the Guru
Granth Sahib.

The Adi Granth contains almost 6,000 hymns
written by Sikh Gurus and other sAINTS (see SIKH-
1sM). The hymns are mostly arranged according to
the musical modes in which they are sung.

The first and third gurus, Nanak and Amar
Das (1479-1574), made collections of their own
hymns and those of earlier religious poets. In
1604 the fifth guru, Arjan (1563-1606), added
other hymns to the earlier collections to make the
first version of the Adi Granth. He installed it in
the most sacred Sikh shrine, the Golden Temple
at Amritsar. In 1704 the last guru, Gobind SINGH,
completed the Adi Granth by adding hymns by his



father, Guru Tegh Bahadur, to the earlier version.
Before Gobind Singh died, he established the book
as the guru of the Sikhs. It is the ultimate authority
on religious matters.

Sikhs in fact treat the Adi Granth as their guru.
Copies of the book are enshrined in Sikh houses
of worsHIP, known as gurdwaras. There they are
unwrapped in the morning and wrapped up at
night according to set RITUALS. During worship, the
sacred book is fanned, just as if it were a living dig-
nitary, and hymns from it are sung. In the presence
of the Adi Granth, one should have one’s head cov-
ered and remove one’s shoes.

Adonis An ancient Greek god. The Greeks
knew Adonis as a god who was imported from the
ancient Near East. His name seems to bear out this
idea. It seems related to the Semitic word adon,
which means “lord.”

Adonis figured prominently in The Golden
Bough, a well-known collection of mythology by
James George Frazer. According to Frazer, Adonis
was a typical god of vegetation. He died and rose
again in imitation of plant life. The ancients did
indeed know some stories about Adonis being
restored to life. But these stories were told about
Adonis only at a very late period.

According to some myths the GODDESSES Aph-
rodite and Persephone struggled over Adonis. As a
result, he spent part of the year with each of them
in turn. According to another famous myth, told
by the Roman poet Ovid in his Metamorphoses,
Adonis was a favorite of Aphrodite who was killed
by a wild boar while hunting.

The women of Athens worshipped Adonis
by planting gardens on their rooftops during the
hot summer months. When the plants died, they
mourned the god’s death.

Africa, new religious movements in  Religious
movements that have arisen in Africa starting in
the late 19th century. In the past one and a quarter
centuries Africans have started thousands of reli-
gious movements.
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Reverend John Chilembwe, a Baptist minister in
Nyasaland (present day Malawi), is seen here performing
a baptism ceremony about 1910. The leader of one of
the many Christian movements that arose in Africa
during the colonial period, he was killed in 1915 during an
uprising. (Library of Congress)

The name “new religious movements” may
give the wrong impression. Most African new reli-
gious movements are actually forms of CHRISTIAN-
ITY. North Americans and Europeans have called
them “new” because Africans who rejected Euro-
pean and North American control developed and
led them. In fact, however, the African movements
often resemble the early Christianity described in
the BiBLE more than Christianity in North America
and Europe does. For example, like the earliest
Christians, members of these movements often
believe in spirits, whom faith in Jesus allows them
to control, and they often heal by the power of
PRAYER. Some of these movements are now mem-
bers of the World Council of Churches (see Ecu-
MENICAL MOVEMENT). Other African new religious
movements build upon indigenous or native Afri-
can traditions. A few have arisen within IsLAM.

ETHIOPIAN AND SEPARATIST CHURCHES
Compared with activities in the Americas and
Asia, European colonization of Africa began rela-
tively late, in the 1870s. In the 19th century, North
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American and European, especially British, Chris-
tians took missionary work very seriously (see mis-
SIONARIES). They also took their own superiority for
granted, and they acted in ways that made their rac-
ist attitudes and presuppositions all too apparent.

Many Africans found the message of Chris-
tianity attractive, and some of them joined mis-
sionary churches. But many also found the subor-
dination that they experienced in these churches
intolerable. For example, in 1890, the first African
Anglican bishop, Samuel Crowther (c. 1807-91),
suddenly and unjustifiably lost his position. As a
result of such treatment, many Africans left the
churches run by Europeans and North Americans
and started their own churches. They called some
of these churches “Ethiopian.” Ethiopia provides a
powerful symbol of African independence, because
it has an ancient Christian church and was only
briefly colonized. The first Ethiopian churches
began in South Africa and Nigeria in the 1890s.
Prominent among their founders in South Africa
are an uncle and niece: Mangena Maake Mokone
(1851-1931), originally a Methodist, and Charlotte
Manye Maxeke (1874-1939), originally a Presby-
terian. Both of them founded Ethiopian churches
related to the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
churches in the United States.

INDIGENOUS AFRICAN CHURCHES

Another set of churches had no historical rela-
tionship with previously established Christian
churches. African prophets started them. They go
by various names: African indigenous churches,
African independent churches, African-initiated
churches, and African-instituted churches.

The prophets who started these churches
emphasized the ability to control spirits and heal
by the power of Jesus. They offered protection
against witchcraft. They also urged people to aban-
don traditional African religions and to destroy
their traditional religious images (see IMAGES, IDOLS,
ICONS IN RELIGION). Some who heard them, such as
followers of the Congo prophet Simon Kimbangu
(18892-1951), built large bonfires to do just that.
Members of these churches also often wear white
as a symbol of purity.

Many African prophets made colonial authori-
ties nervous. As a result, some of the most famous
spread their messages for only a short time, until
the government stopped them. Nevertheless, their
churches often continued. Several churches are
now quite large and well known.

The prophet William Wade Harris (early
1860s-1929) (his middle name is an African name
pronounced way-day) received his revelations
from God while in prison for political activities.
Although he was from Liberia, his most effective
preaching was done in the Ivory Coast. Instead
of founding churches, he told his followers that
missionaries would come bringing the message
of Christianity. In 1924 Methodist missionaries
did come to the Ivory Coast for the first time, but
the Methodist Church in the Ivory Coast dates its
founding to 1914, the year of Harris’s missionary
activity.

The relationship between Harris and the
Methodist missionaries was not always good. For
example, following the example of ABRAHAM, JACOB,
and others in the Bible, Harris allowed polygamys;
the Methodists did not. Some of Harris’s followers
formed their own churches. Two churches in this
tradition are the Church of the Twelve Apostles
in Ghana, founded by Grace Tani (d. 1958), who
thought of herself as one of Harris’s wives, and
the Deima Church in the Ivory Coast, founded by
Marie Lalou (d. 1951).

A prophet in the Belgian Congo who had a
similarly short career but left a lasting legacy was
Simon Kimbangu. After less than a year of minis-
try, which included healing, the government threw
Kimbangu in jail, and he stayed there for decades.
His church,