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Foreword

This revised edition of the New Catholic
Encyclopedia represents a third generation in the evolu-
tion of the text that traces its lineage back to the Catholic
Encyclopedia published from 1907 to 1912. In 1967,
sixty years after the first volume of the original set
appeared, The Catholic University of America and the
McGraw-Hill Book Company joined together in organ-
izing a small army of editors and scholars to produce the
New Catholic Encyclopedia. Although planning for the
NCE had begun before the Second Vatican Council and
most of the 17,000 entries were written before Council
ended, Vatican II enhanced the encyclopedia’s value and
importance. The research and the scholarship that went
into the articles witnessed to the continuity and richness
of the Catholic Tradition given fresh expression by
Council. In order to keep the NCE current, supplemen-
tary volumes were published in 1972, 1978, 1988, and
1995. Now, at the beginning of the third millennium, The
Catholic University of America is proud to join with The
Gale Group in presenting a new edition of the New
Catholic Encyclopedia. It updates and incorporates the
many articles from the 1967 edition and its supplements
that have stood the test of time and adds hundreds of new
entries.

As the president of The Catholic University of
America, I cannot but be pleased at the reception the
NCE has received. It has come to be recognized as an
authoritative reference work in the field of religious
studies and is praised for its comprehensive coverage of
the Church’s history and institutions. Although Canon
Law no longer requires encyclopedias and reference
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works of this kind to receive an imprimatur before pub-
lication, I am confident that this new edition, like the
original, reports accurate information about Catholic
beliefs and practices. The editorial staff and their con-
sultants were careful to present official Church teachings
in a straightforward manner, and in areas where there are
legitimate disputes over fact and differences in interpre-
tation of events, they made every effort to insure a fair
and balanced presentation of the issues.

The way for this revised edition was prepared by the
publication, in 2000, of a Jubilee volume of the NCE,
heralding the beginning of the new millennium. In my
foreword to that volume I quoted Pope John Paul II's
encyclical on Faith and Human Reason in which he
wrote that history is “the arena where we see what God
does for humanity.” The New Catholic Encyclopedia
describes that arena. It reports events, people, and
ideas—*"“the things we know best and can verify most
easily, the things of our everyday life, apart from which
we cannot understand ourselves” (Fides et ratio, 12).

Finally, I want to express appreciation on my own
behalf and on the behalf of the readers of these volumes
to everyone who helped make this revision a reality. We
are all indebted to The Gale Group and the staff of The
Catholic University of America Press for their dedication
and the alacrity with which they produced it.

Very Reverend David M. O’Connell, C.M., J.C.D.
President
The Catholic University of America

vii



Preface to the Revised Edition

When first published in 1967 the New Catholic
Encyclopedia was greeted with enthusiasm by librarians,
researchers, and general readers interested in
Catholicism. In the United States the NCE has been rec-
ognized as the standard reference work on matters of
special interest to Catholics. In an effort to keep the
encyclopedia current, supplementary volumes were pub-
lished in 1972, 1978, 1988, and 1995. However, it
became increasingly apparent that further supplements
would not be adequate to this task. The publishers sub-
sequently decided to undertake a thorough revision of
the NCE, beginning with the publication of a Jubilee vol-
ume at the start of the new millennium.

Like the biblical scribe who brings from his store-
room of knowledge both the new and the old, this
revised edition of the New Catholic Encyclopedia incor-
porates material from the 15-volume original edition and
the supplement volumes. Entries that have withstood the
test of time have been edited, and some have been
amended to include the latest information and research.
Hundreds of new entries have been added. For all prac-
tical purposes, it is an entirely new edition intended to
serve as a comprehensive and authoritative work of ref-
erence reporting on the movements and interests that
have shaped Christianity in general and Catholicism in
particular over two millennia.

SCOPE

The title reflects its outlook and breadth. It is the
New Catholic Encyclopedia, not merely a new encyclo-
pedia of Catholicism. In addition to providing informa-
tion on the doctrine, organization, and history of
Christianity over the centuries, it includes information
about persons, institutions, cultural phenomena, reli-
gions, philosophies, and social movements that have
affected the Catholic Church from within and without.
Accordingly, the NCE attends to the history and particu-
lar traditions of the Eastern Churches and the Churches
of the Protestant Reformation, and other ecclesial com-
munities. Christianity cannot be understood without
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exploring its roots in ancient Israel and Judaism, nor can
the history of the medieval and modern Church be
understood apart from its relationship with Islam. Inter-
faith dialogue requires an appreciation of Buddhism and
other world religions, as well as some knowledge of the
history of religion in general.

On the assumption that most readers and researchers
who use the NCE are individuals interested in
Catholicism in general and the Church in North America
in particular, its editorial content gives priority to the
Western Church, while not neglecting the churches in the
East; to Roman Catholicism, acknowledging much com-
mon history with Protestantism; and to Catholicism in
the United States, recognizing that it represents only a
small part of the universal Church.

Scripture, Theology, Patrology, Liturgy. The
many and varied articles dealing with Sacred Scripture
and specific books of the Bible reflect contemporary bib-
lical scholarship and its concerns. The NCE highlights
official church teachings as expressed by the Church’s
magisterium. It reports developments in theology,
explains issues and introduces ecclesiastical writers from
the early Church Fathers to present-day theologians
whose works exercise major influence on the develop-
ment of Christian thought. The NCE traces the evolution
of the Church’s worship with special emphasis on rites
and rituals consequent to the liturgical reforms and
renewal initiated by the Second Vatican Council.

Church History. From its inception Christianity
has been shaped by historical circumstances and itself
has become a historical force. The NCE presents the
Church’s history from a number of points of view
against the background of general political and cultural
history. The revised edition reports in some detail the
Church’s missionary activity as it grew from a small
community in Jerusalem to the worldwide phenomenon
it is today. Some entries, such as those dealing with the
Middle Ages, the Reformation, and the Enlightenment,
focus on major time-periods and movements that cut
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across geographical boundaries. Other articles describe
the history and structure of the Church in specific areas,
countries, and regions. There are separate entries for
many dioceses and monasteries which by reason of
antiquity, size, or influence are of special importance in
ecclesiastical history, as there are for religious orders and
congregations. The NCE rounds out its comprehensive
history of the Church with articles on religious move-
ments and biographies of individuals.

Canon and Civil Law. The Church inherited and
has safeguarded the precious legacy of ancient Rome,
described by Virgil, “to rule people under law, [and] to
establish the way of peace.” The NCE deals with issues
of ecclesiastical jurisprudence and outlines the develop-
ment of legislation governing communal practices and
individual obligations, taking care to incorporate and
reference the 1983 Code of Canon Law throughout and,
where appropriate, the Code of Canons for the Eastern
Churches. It deals with issues of Church-State relations
and with civil law as it impacts on the Church and
Church’s teaching regarding human rights and freedoms.

Philosophy. The Catholic tradition from its earliest
years has investigated the relationship between faith and
reason. The NCE considers at some length the many and
varied schools of ancient, medieval, and modern philos-
ophy with emphasis, when appropriate, on their relation-
ship to theological positions. It pays particular attention
to the scholastic tradition, particularly Thomism, which
is prominent in Catholic intellectual history. Articles on
many major and lesser philosophers contribute to a com-
prehensive survey of philosophy from pre-Christian
times to the present.

Biography and Hagiography. The NCE, making
an exception for the reigning pope, leaves to other refer-
ence works biographical information about living per-
sons. This revised edition presents biographical sketches
of hundreds of men and women, Christian and non-
Christian, saints and sinners, because of their signifi-
cance for the Church. They include: Old and New
Testament figures; the Fathers of the Church and eccle-
siastical writers; pagan and Christian emperors;
medieval and modern kings; heads of state and other
political figures; heretics and champions of orthodoxy;
major and minor figures in the Reformation and Counter
Reformation; popes, bishops, and priests; founders and
members of religious orders and congregations; lay men
and lay women; scholars, authors, composers, and
artists. The NCE includes biographies of most saints
whose feasts were once celebrated or are currently cele-
brated by the universal church. The revised edition relies
on Butler’s Lives of the Saints and similar reference
works to give accounts of many saints, but the NCE also

provides biographical information about recently canon-
ized and beatified individuals who are, for one reason or
another, of special interest to the English-speaking
world.

Social Sciences. Social sciences came into their
own in the twentieth century. Many articles in the NCE
rely on data drawn from anthropology, economics, psy-
chology and sociology for a better understanding of reli-
gious structures and behaviors. Papal encyclicals and
pastoral letters of episcopal conferences are the source of
principles and norms for Christian attitudes and practice
in the field of social action and legislation. The NCE
draws attention to the Church’s organized activities in
pursuit of peace and justice, social welfare and human
rights. The growth of the role of the laity in the work of
the Church also receives thorough coverage.

ARRANGEMENT OF ENTRIES

The articles in the NCE are arranged alphabetically
by the first substantive word using the word-by-word
method of alphabetization; thus “New Zealand” pre-
cedes “Newman, John Henry,” and “Old Testament
Literature” precedes “Oldcastle, Sir John.” Monarchs,
patriarchs, popes, and others who share a Christian name
and are differentiated by a title and numerical designa-
tion are alphabetized by their title and then arranged
numerically. Thus, entries for Byzantine emperors Leo I
through IV precede those for popes of the same name,
while “Henry VIII, King of England” precedes ‘“Henry
IV, King of France.”

Maps, Charts, and Illustrations. The New
Catholic Encyclopedia contains nearly 3,000 illustra-
tions, including photographs, maps, and tables. Entries
focusing on the Church in specific countries contain a
map of the country as well as easy-to-read tables giving
statistical data and, where helpful, lists of archdioceses
and dioceses. Entries on the Church in U.S. states also
contain tables listing archdioceses and dioceses where
appropriate. The numerous photographs appearing in the
New Catholic Encyclopedia help to illustrate the history
of the Church, its role in modern societies, and the many
magnificent works of art it has inspired.

SPECIAL FEATURES

Subject Overview Articles. For the convenience
and guidance of the reader, the New Catholic
Encyclopedia contains several brief articles outlining the
scope of major fields: “Theology, Articles on,” “Liturgy,
Articles on,” “Jesus Christ, Articles on,” etc.

Cross-References. The cross-reference system in
the NCE serves to direct the reader to related material in
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other articles. The appearance of a name or term in small
capital letters in text indicates that there is an article of
that title elsewhere in the encyclopedia. In some cases,
the name of the related article has been inserted at the
appropriate point as a see reference: (see THOMAS
AQUINAS, ST.). When a further aspect of the subject is
treated under another title, a see also reference is placed
at the end of the article. In addition to this extensive
cross-reference system, the comprehensive index in vol-
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ume 15 will greatly increase the reader’s ability to access
the wealth of information contained in the encyclopedia.

Abbreviations List. Following common practice,
books and versions of the Bible as well as other standard
works by selected authors have been abbreviated
throughout the text. A guide to these abbreviations fol-
lows this preface.

The Editors
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Abbreviations

The system of abbreviations used for the works of Plato,
Aristotle, St. Augustine, and St. Thomas Aquinas is as follows:
Plato is cited by book and Stephanus number only, e.g., Phaedo
79B; Rep. 480A. Aristotle is cited by book and Bekker number
only, e.g., Anal. post. 72b 8—12; Anim. 430a 18. St. Augustine is
cited as in the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae, e.g., C. acad.
3.20.45; Conf. 13.38.53, with capitalization of the first word of
the title. St. Thomas is cited as in scholarly journals, but using
Arabic numerals. In addition, the following abbreviations have
been used throughout the encyclopedia for biblical books and
versions of the Bible.

Books

Acts Acts of the Apostles

Am Amos

Bar Baruch

1-2 Chr 1 and 2 Chronicles (1 and 2 Paralipomenon in

Septuagint and Vulgate)
Col Colossians

1-2 Cor 1 and 2 Corinthians
Dn Daniel

Dt Deuteronomy
Eccl Ecclesiastes
Eph Ephesians

Est Esther

Ex Exodus

Ez Ezekiel

Ezr Ezra (Esdras B in Septuagint; 1 Esdras in Vulgate)
Gal Galatians

Gn Genesis

Hb Habakkuk

Heb Hebrews

Hg Haggai

Hos Hosea

Is Isaiah

Jas James

Jb Job

Jdt Judith

Jer Jeremiah

Jgs Judges

J1 Joel

Jn John

1-3Jn 1, 2, and 3 John
Jon Jonah

Jos Joshua
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Jude
1-2 Kgs

Neh
Nm
Ob
Phil
Phlm
Prv

Ps

1-2 Pt
Rom
Ru

Sg
Sir

1-2 Sm

Tb

1-2 Thes
Ti

1-2 Tm
Wis

Zec

Zep

Versions
Apoc

ARV
ARVm

AT

AV

CCD

DV

Jude

1 and 2 Kings (3 and 4 Kings in Septuagint and
Vulgate)

Lamentations

Luke

Leviticus

Malachi (Malachias in Vulgate)

1 and 2 Maccabees

Micah

Mark

Matthew

Nahum

Nehemiah (2 Esdras in Septuagint and Vulgate)
Numbers

Obadiah

Philippians

Philemon

Proverbs

Psalms

1 and 2 Peter

Romans

Ruth

Revelation (Apocalypse in Vulgate)

Song of Songs

Sirach (Wisdom of Ben Sira; Ecclesiasticus in
Septuagint and Vulgate)

1 and 2 Samuel (1 and 2 Kings in Septuagint and
Vulgate)

Tobit

1 and 2 Thessalonians

Titus

1 and 2 Timothy

Wisdom

Zechariah

Zephaniah

Apocrypha

American Standard Revised Version
American Standard Revised Version, margin
American Translation

Authorized Version (King James)
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine
Douay-Challoner Version

xiii



ABBREVIATIONS

ERV English Revised Version NJB New Jerusalem Bible

ERVm English Revised Version, margin NRSV New Revised Standard Version
EV English Version(s) of the Bible NT New Testament

JB Jerusalem Bible OoT Old Testament

LXX Septuagint RSV Revised Standard Version

MT Masoretic Text RV Revised Version

NAB New American Bible RVm Revised Version, margin

NEB New English Bible Syr Syriac

NIV New International Version Vulg Vulgate

Xiv NEW CATHOLIC ENCYLOPEDIA



SEQUENCE

In the Roman rite, a musical setting of rhymed poetry
with paired lines, occurring after the Alleluia verse and
before the Gospel in the Mass for certain solemnities and
important feasts. The revision of the Lectionary that was
promulgated by Paul VI in 1969 brought about some
changes in the use of the Sequence. Prior to the revision,
five sequences were used: Easter, Victimae paschali
laudes (obligatory for the feast and its octave); Pentecost,
Veni, Sancte Spiritus (obligatory for the feast and its oc-
tave); Corpus Christi, Lauda Sion (obligatory on the
feast, optional during the octave, suppressed since 1960);
Requiem Masses, Dies irae; Friday after Passion Sunday
and September 15, Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, Stabat
Mater (obligatory on both days). The Council of Trent
had suppressed thousands of sequences in its reform of
the liturgy, salvaging only the first four for liturgical use.
The fifth, Stabat Mater was reinstated by Benedict XIII
in 1727.

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal says
quite simply: ‘‘Except on Easter Sunday and Pentecost
the sequences are optional’” (GIRM 40). This means, in
practice, that the Easter Sequence is optional during its
octave; the calendar has eliminated the Pentecost octave,
leaving the Sequence for the feast alone; the Lauda Sion
is optional for the feast of Corpus Christi; the calendar
revision has eliminated duplicate feasts, leaving the feast
of Our Lady of Sorrows to be celebrated only on Septem-
ber 15, with its Sequence also optional; the Dies irae has
been dropped completely from Masses for the Dead. In
the 1969 revision, the Sequence is now placed before the
Alleluia, since this acclamation properly belongs to the
Gospel proclamation.

Musical structure. Musically the Sequence does re-
semble the hymn in its monophonic, syllabic structure,
but it differs from it in structure and liturgical function.
Whereas all the strophes of the hymn are constructed ac-
cording to the same poetic plan and are sung to the same
music in all verses, the Sequence displays progressive
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repetitions consisting of successive paired lines (double
versicles), both of which have the same melody, and
often includes a single line at the beginning and end. The
conventional diagram is: The x and y represent the op-
tional unpaired introduction and postlude.

The Sequence process consists essentially in under-
laying a limited number of well-known tunes with new
texts. These texts are freshly created verse lines consist-
ing of words whose succession contains the same or near-
ly the same number of syllables as there are individual
tones in the collective neumes or melismas of the pre-
existent melody. In the process the shape of the original
tune is literally preserved, but its musical identity is trans-
formed. The striking parallel between this process and the
cantus firmus procedure of medieval polyphony should
not be overlooked. Unlike the tradition of classical plain-
chant, moreover, the lyricism of the new text results from
the meaning and the representation of individual sylla-
bles, and the syntax and shape of the new text are derived
from the slower-moving succession of heightened pitches
borrowed from a neumatic or melismatic melody. The
new text, derived from a transformed melody, has abdica-
ted its own poetic canons and obeys a new kind of syllab-
ic organization.

Emergence of the sequence. The term ‘‘Sequence’’
appeared first in the ninth century, when it signified an
extended series of tones. Scholars are uncertain whether
the precise etymology of the word is to be viewed as es-
sentially musical (i.e., to describe the quality of a melody
as an indifferent succession of tones) or liturgical (to de-
scribe the function of a melody to follow a liturgical text).
Usage of the term was much less clearly defined then than
in later writings; yet in all these ninth-century sources,
the series of tones it designated was in some way related
to the Alleluia and its verse, as is indicated in an An-
tiphonale Missarum from Mount Blandin, a text from the
De ecclesiasticiis officiis of AMALARIUS, and a famous
dedicatory preface by NOTKER BALBULUS of the Abbey
of St. Gall (Sankt Gallen). The Antiphonale contains the
phrase cum sequentia at the end of the text for several Al-
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Manuscript folios showing Notker Sequences, ‘‘Natus ante
saecula,’” for Christmas feast, ‘‘Hane concordi famulatu,”’ for
St. Stephen’s Day, from the Abbey of St. Emmeran.

leluia verses. Amalarius describes the Alleluia verse as
a jubilation that the singers called Sequence (haec jubila-
tio quam cantores sequentian vocant). These early refer-
ences seem to suggest that at the end of chants whose
texts already conveyed a mood of enthusiasm and exalta-
tion, melodies were at times added to extend in temporal
quantity the joyful mood of the liturgy. This extension
was accomplished by a sonorous repetition of the word
alleluia by the entire choir. The volume, pace, and char-
acter of the responsorial chant were, however, modified
by this choral repetition of the Alleluia, as was demanded
by the rubrics. This repetition, being collective rather
than individual, could not be improvised; yet there was
an improvisatory spirit to these added Alleluias—no
doubt psychologically engendered by the difference be-
tween spontaneous textless jubilations and the set, con-
trolled texts of the other chants.

The dedicatory letter of Notker accompanied a group
of these elongated melodies underlaid with texts, which
he sent to Bishop Lieutward of Vercelli c. 885. In this let-
ter, in which he referred to the melodies as Sequences,
he confessed that his creative imagination had been
stirred when he first beheld compositions of this type in
a Norman antiphonary brought to St. Gall by a refugee

from the recently devastated Abbey of JUMIEGES. Some
verses for the long melodies in this antiphonary were
written out; and Notker, who explained that as a young
man he had had difficulty remembering the very long ad-
ditions (melodiae longissimae) to the Alleluia verses, de-
cided to imitate this practice as a memory aid, reducing
groups of wordless melismas to syllabic units he could
remember. His first efforts, however, must not have been
entirely syllabic melodies, for, as he states, it was his
master, Yso, who suggested that he adopt a completely
syllabic style and praised the results when he did so. It
was a collection of these praiseworthy pieces that Notker
wished to share with his episcopal friend. The prevailing
tone of his document is more psychological than musical,
for in reducing larger rhythmical groups (neumes and
melismas) to smaller units (syllables and notes) he recog-
nized a solution to his memory problem.

Notker claimed that he had improved upon an exist-
ing technique of text adaptation and also suggested that
he was a creator and not a mere imitator. Accordingly,
certain historians have mistakenly attributed the inven-
tion of the Sequence form to him. The title of his collec-
tion, Liber hymnorum, does indeed indicate his belief that
a new musical as well as liturgical style had been invent-
ed, for although the Church’s hynm tradition was very
old, the hymn as a form was assigned to the Divine Of-
fice, not to the Mass. Perhaps Notker was conscious of
having contrived a musical form with both popular ap-
peal and liturgical precedent, besides being usable in the
Mass, and was intimating to Bishop Lieutward that there
was need for just such a form. Whatever artistic refine-
ments Notker and his St. Gall confreres added to the se-
quence as a liturgical form, most scholars now agree that
he did not innovate it. Besides Jumieges, which Norter
himself mentions, Saint-Benoit sur Loire, Toul, and Laon
have been cited as possible sources. Southern France, de-
spite the rich resources of the library at Saint-Martial
Abbey at Limoges, contributes most to the literature of
the Sequence only after the rise of Aquitainian notation
(c. 1000).

Development. Between Notker’s memory aids and
the five present-day Sequences with their parallel struc-
ture, their regularity in textual strophic construction, and
their use of textual rhyme, there intervened a long and
complicated development. Musicologists distinguish be-
tween early Sequences and later Sequences and also di-
vide the Sequence repertory into two independent but not
separate traditions—an Anglo-French and an Italo-
German. These same traditions are observed in the trope,
which emerged in the same centers at about the same mo-
ment, though its life span was much shorter than that of
the Sequence. Stylistically the creative periods of Se-
quence composition have been designated as the early pe-
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SEQUENCE

““Psallat ecclesia mater,”’ musical sequence by Motker Balbulus.

riod (850-1050), transitional period (1050-1100), and
later period (1100-1300). For the early period, there are
three extant manuscript sources from the second half of
the ninth century: Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek,
Clm. 14823; Verona, Biblioteca Capitolare XC; and
Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale, fonds Lat. 1154. These
contain texts, mostly without neumes, that are scattered
among other paraliturgical forms. In the second half of
the tenth century appeared the first cycle of Sequences
and texts arranged according to the Church year, the Con-
gregatio prosarum, and this earliest sequentiary—that is,
the section of the manuscript containing this cycle—is
bound with a troper as Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale,
fonds Lat. 1240. With the exception of these specific
items, the sources for early Sequences and tropes are
identical.

As for the two traditions posited by scholars, Anglo-
French sources consistently apply the word ‘‘Sequence’”
for a melismatic extension of an Alleluia melody without
text; prosa for the text to be underlaid to an extended Al-
leluia melody, printed with or without the syllabic melo-
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