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On February 4, 1958, President Eisenhower announced that science advisor James R. Killian had
appointed a panel to recommend the outlines of a space program and the organization to manage
it. The so-called “Purcell Panel” (General James H. Doolittle, NACA chair; Edwin Land, Polaroid
Corporation president; Herbert York, Livermore Laboratory director; and Edward Purcell, Harvard
University professor of physics), augmented by William Finan of the Bureau of the Budget and the
staff support of S. Paul Johnston, who was director of the Institute for Aeronautical Sciences,
assessed organizational alternatives for the proposed agency. The task of inventing an organization
to manage a space program was a difficult one. The number and strength of the claimants for the
right to direct the space program had peaked in the wake of Sputnik. Several bills were already
pending before Congress that gave responsibility for space programs to the Department of Defense
or to the Atomic Energy Commission. Johnston’s thoughts on the subject eventually found their way
into the March 5, 1958, memorandum to the president containing the formal proposal that the
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) be reconstituted and given the responsibil-
ity for managing the nation’s space program. In this copy of the memorandum, someone (possibly
Killian) has made handwritten comments and changes to Johnston’s text.
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