
Document 5

Title: James R. Killian, Jr., Special Assistant for Science and Technology; Percival Bru n d a g e ,
D i re c t o r, Bureau of the Budget; and Nelson A. Rockefeller, Chairman, Pre s i d e n t ’s
A d v i s o ry Committee on Government Organization, Memorandum for the Pre s i d e n t ,
“ O rganization for Civil Space Programs,” March 5, 1958, with attached: “Summary of
Advantages and Disadvantages of Alternative Organizational Arr a n g e m e n t s . ”

Source: Dwight D. Eisenhower Papers, Eisenhower Library, Abilene, Kansas.

As the three preceding documents have shown, there was substantial attention given within the
Executive Office of the President during the December 1957–March 1958 period on how best to
organize the nation’s space effort. This memorandum was the culmination of that attention and laid
the basis for President Eisenhower’s decision to create a new civilian space agency.
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