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US NAVY SEALS 

ObmMcmd one of the all-the 
classlc undematsr h g m W  
SEALP phoma. Basic training 

! Includes o m n  swlma d up to 
two mlles whlla wearing flns, 

I and dad-l on bask small-baat 
skills. However? because of the 

I g w i n g  dementla on US milieary 
forces durlrp~ the Global War 
on Tomorlam, NwaI 8l)eelal 
Warfare f O M  are t # k d  wlth 
muhi-mrnpomt mlselons 
not ne-fily eowclatd 
with thelr orlglnal p u p a  

i of bperating In rlverine Bntl 
marlthe endmnments. 

No other American special operations force has drawn a much media 
attention as the modern-day United States Naty SErUs. The $W, 
which stand for Sea, Air and Land, were created by Presidential Order on 
January 8, 1962. President John F. Kennedy, a former N a y  oBicer, 
envisioned a greater uncnn\~entional war-fighting capability for die 
military in its struggle against the real and perceived enemies of the 
United States. The SEhLs' intended purpose was to conduct military 
operations in maritime and riverine environments, the staple since 
JC'orld UTar Two for naval frogmen and Undellr-ater Demolition Teams 
(UDT). The original members of SEAt Teams One and Two were 
recruited out of the UDTs, a branch which continued to exist for another 
huo decades. The naval commandos fought in the \'i:iet~iam War from 
1966 to 1975. On May 1, 1983, all remaining UDX were redesignated as 
SEAL Teams or Swimmer Delivery Yehicle Teams (SDVTs). Since then, 
the SDVTs have been redesignated as SEAL Delivery Vehicle Teams. 

The United States was perceived as weak &er the political and military 
debacle in Vietnam (1962-75) where seemingly one of the world's 
two superpowers was defeated by a simple people's movement. The 
catastrophic result of a failed hostage rescue in Iran in 1980 during 
Operation Du& One, compounded by the mixed outcome of special 
operations missions during the invmion of Grenada under Operation 
U v n l  Fury in 1983, brought about a reevaluation of commando 
operations. In an effort to repair the conventional weaknesses so cruelly 

exposed in Southeast Asia, 
the US military created a 
separate b m c h  for itr elite . -.. unlts. YOJIC)'-makers also 
recognized the threat of a 
geo-political shift after the 
Soviet Union invaded the 
sovereign state of Afgha- 
nistan in 1979 with little 
international , resistance. 
Since open warfare ~ i t h  
the Communist bloc was 
unthinkable, a reevaluation 
of military strategy led to 
the creation of an all- ,. { encompassing command 



The United States Spedal Operations Command (USSOCON) was 
activated an Aprd 16, 1987, and since its insep tim has bee0 locat4  at 
MacDill Air F ~ r c e  Base, Florida. USSOCUM promated the ,advancement 
of &cers W i n  the special operations field, a d  allowed w e t l d l e d  
c n l W  member24 to spend the majority of their careers within tbe elite 
mmmuaity. UUSSOCBhl's assets include special operations units fram all 
branches of the American militaq: the Army, Air Force, Navy and, rnos t 
recently? dements of tbe Marip9 

NAVAL SPECIAL WARFARE COMMAND 
1987-2004 

The Naval Special Warfare Command (NAVSPECM'ARCOM), 
commistioned on April 16, 1987, at the Naval Amphibious Base a 
Coronado, San Diego> California, is the naval component to the United 
States Special Opemuons Command. Naval Special Warfare (NSW) 
penomel comprise less than one percent of the entire US Navy. NSW 
forces conduct fix principal missions in special operations, although 
more speific tasks have been assigned in the wake of the Global War on 
Terrdrism (GWOT) . 

The five principal mission catemries are: unconventional warfare, 
direct action, special reconnaissaTlce, foreign internal defense, and 

A SEAL fWs chum to Lak, 
a 3'151b California sea lion, 

combating terrorism. Additional midon tasks include security assis-; 
bstween - mining anti-terrorism (now a priority), coun@rdmg, personnel recovery, arid 
organized as part H tha Shallow $pid activities. 
Water Intruder oeteotion System Naval commandos b participated with nrixed results In numerous 
(swlDs) prosram at the military operations s&$?.liasS, incla&ng Operations U p t  Fwy (Grenada 
and Naval Warfam -terns 
Center on January 29, 2008. l983), Earn& bb4U ( P e m h  Gulf 1987-90) ,Just &use ( P m  1989-90), 
a k  RO* - t m w  to locate *& Shield- h (Middie East/Fersian Gulf 199W 1 ) , Enduring 
awlmmen near pks,  ships, Fwehna (Afgbnhtm, from 2001) and Iraqi Fkidom (Iraq, from 2003). 
and other objeCFO In tbe watw NmT missions in !hm&, Bosnia, Haiti, and mat mendy in Liberia, the 
considered waplcloua and 
a possible threat to rnllltary 

Philippines, ax3d ?he Horn of Afiica, have r e ' & d k s  attention. 

low. ThB SWIM program was 
The major o p a h d  components of NSW Camrimrut Include Had 

md ~o uppert migsions under Special fhUp One and Three at Cora-, comma-4 
Opemtkn Eudurlngpedm. . . to as the W a - W  Teams. Naval Sp.ecid W- Groups 3iua a d  

Four, stationed in Narfrxtli, Virginia, ae  kq6w as 
the East Coast Te- & common wi& specid 
operations fmes, thew. pup ' h e  a b e  
xivahy. W W  f 6 m  Wd %6t@ m m b s  af wH@ 
5,400 .;tne a d d u t y ,  kchdhg. 254% SEAk d 
~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ e ~  
{WCC) ,  mid more than 1,HM a& r.gvir;ts, 
inducling 4W-U; &a?-75 iuppoi-t 
p o n n d  h -t, & q @ 4 @ m e n t ,  
thi "wa&rs: of the ,@S Arm5 raumbers 

the lag& thE fw%, the skae m c u l t  it is to 



remain elite due to the challenges of finding and 
keeping recruits who can maintain high standards. 

BASIC mIRWATER DmOLITION/S#AL 
(eUD/S) 
A1 Navy personnel, officer and enlisted alike, who 
desire to become naval commandos must attend 
the Basic Underwater Demolitiod/SEAL (EUD/S) 
course conducted at the Naval Special Warfare 
Center, Coronado. 

To qualify to attend the course, candidates 
must swim 500 yards using breasr- and/ar 
sidestroke in less than 12 minutes 30 seconds. I 
They are allowed a 10-minute r a t  before having 
to perform a minimum of 42 push-ups in two minutes, before taking a A k w i  ipecbt Warhm 

twa-minute break. Next comes at l e s t  50 sit-ups in two minutes, again Corn-t C m  Crewman fi- 

followed by a two-minure rest, and then a minimum of six pull-ups, with 'IP m60-cn1m mn*'ne~un from 
a r l ~ l d  hull inf lmta boat whlle 

no time limit. After resting for ten minutes they have to tackle a lY~rnile at a hnrrerd loeat~on 
mn wearing boots and long pants, in under 11 minutes 30 seconds. in tRe Cmtral Command Area 

BUD/S begins with an indoctrination program in which the students 
must meet the minimum physical requirements and learn rudimentary 
skills needed for the actual course. BUD/S has three distinct phaws: 
First phase: Basic Condti~dug 
First Phase is eight weeks long and emphasizes increased physical 
conditioning for students, includng weekly four-mile runs in boots as 
well as timed obstacle courses. The student will also take part in ocean 
swims of up to two miles while wearing fins. Rudimentary training also 
includes classes on basic smalI-boat skills. The initial four weeks of First 
Phase are prepa~ation for the tifth week, commonly know- as "Hell 
Week." Students undergo five and a half days of continuous training, 
with no more than four hours of sleep during the week. Hydrographic 
surveying and the preparation of hydrographic charts are taught over 
the remainder of the BUD/S first Phase. 
Second phaw: Diving 
Scuba (self-contained underwater breathing apparatus) mining consists 
of two types - open circuit (compressed air) and closed circuit (100 
percent oxygen). This is considered by many to be the SEALS' ratson 
d Ftw, and accordingly lasts eight weeks. 
Third phase: Land Warfm 

ol R ~ n s l b l l ~  on Frabrua y 18, 
2003. A RHlB Is a hlgh-speed. 
hlgh-buoyancy, &xW5nre we-r 
EM whose main role Is rhip- 
to-shore i n s e ~ n l e x t ~ n  ot 

toctlcal elements. Llghtly 
IIBrlOLI, It has been able to 
operate In winds of up to 46 
WROW. Them am two types of 
RHlB In ure, a 24fl version end 
a 30-footsr. 

Membem ol Baslc Underwater 
Demblltlon BUDIS) Claw 244 
endur& the bltter CM whlla 
taWng part In e*erelsos as part 
oi their BUDIS confidence and 
personal e n d u r n s  training at 
the Naval Amphlblow 8ase, 
Coronado, In 2003. 

This part lasts nine weeks and teaches basic field 
z--z- - 

craft, demolition, reconnaissance, weapons, and 
tactics. BUD/S concludes with a practical tactical 
exercise at San Clemenw Island, off the San 1 
Diego coat. 

Additional training lasting from six months to 
one year has been necessary before an officer is 
considered fully qualified. The practice has been 
for BUD/S graduates to go an to complete a three- 
week course in standard airborne training at the 
US Army Airborne School at Fort Benning, 
G e o r p .  Once these courses have been completed 
the new commandos are assigned to a SEAL Team - 



for a probationaq period, where more baining b undertaken in the form 
of a three-month SEAL hbical training (STT) course. After completing 
STT, SEALS are then assigned to either am operational SEAL platoon or 
SEXL Delivery Vehicle (SDV) Task Unit for their initial o ~ t i o r r a l  
assignment. After successfully passing a probationary period, the SEAL 
announces that he is a fully fledged member of the SEAL platoon by 
pinning on his "Trident," the Naval Specid Warfare Insignia. 

In 2003/04 NAVSPECWARCOM released this BUD/S training 
timeline: indoctrination, five weeks; basic conditioning, eight weeks; 
diving, eight weeks; land warfare, nine week basic parachute training, 
three weeks; special operations technick training, two weeks at the 
Naval Special Warfare Center, followed by lBD, an intense course of 
instruction in medical skills (hospital corpsmen only); assignment to 

Yembem of S l A L  Delivery 
Vehicle Team aEeompan,ed SEAL team for six to 12 months of on-the-job training; then receive NSW 
by VS Alr Force Brlgadiar classification, a SEAL Naval Enlisted Classification (NEC) code. 
General Gmgoy L. Ttsbon 
On black), Commander, 8~eeIaJ BDVANCED S w  TRAlNlNO 
Operations Command Paelflc, 
conduct a fmefall parachute 

BUD/S graduaes receive three week basic parachute training at the 

training lump Worn a US Army 
Army krborne School, Fort Benuhg, then return to the Naval Special 

UH-BOL ~ l m k  H a w  halkopter Warfare Center, Coronado, for S w  qualification training (SQT). Navy 
from over 10,000tt ahowe corpsmen (medics) who complete BUD/S and basic airborne training 
Ford Idand, Hawall, on also attend two weeks of specid operations technician training at 
Maroh 2003mGen*ra'Trebon Coronado before SQT. (Naval c m a n d o s  ma). no longer need to 
m v g d  much criticism for the 
hilndllng of special operattons attend the Army Airborne School as the Navy has devebped a highly 
mlwnno In e u p p o ~  of Operatim compressed version of the standard b y  three-week airborne course 
~neurnda, kfghanlaan, 2002. and the advanced military free-fall program.) 

SQT is a 15-week course designed to produce 
qualified SEAL operators by providinrg the full 
spectrum of basic and advanced individual skills 
and small unit training. Topics include: combat 
medical, communications, land navigation, mark+ 
manship, dose-quarters deknse and combat, 
tactics, demolition, maritime operations, combat 
swimming, and tactical pa~achuting. At the 
conclusion of SQT (and more than a year of 
training), a successful student is awarded a SEAL 
N a d  Enlisted Classification (NEC) code and 
Trident warfare pin. Then, before reporting to 
their first operational NSW command, new SEALS 
attend the three-week NSW basic cold weather 
rnarihe training course in Kodiak, Alaska. 

S W s  assigned to SEAL Delivery Vehicle 
Teams uilI attend additional training in Panama 
City, Florida, before reporting to their teams. SDV 
units are tasked with all aspects of combat 
submersible systems, including the Dry Deck 
Shelter which allaws far the launch and recovery 
of a SEAL Delivery Vehicle or Combat Rubber 
Raiding Craft (CRRC) with personnel from a 
submerged specially codigured submarine. 
Other missions w i p e d  to SDV units are port and 
harbor an ti-shipping at~cks/raicls, hydrographic 



reconnaissance, and other intelligence-gathering 
missions. Special operations forces (SOF) can 
depend on SDV units for resupply well. 

Corpsmen will leave Coronado and take part in 
an intense course of instruction in medical skills 
called 18D (Special Operations Medical Sergeant 
Course). Over 30 weeks students receive training 
in bums, gunshot wounds, and trauma. All other 
SEALS will report to an operational SEAL. team in 
either Virginia or California and b q n  18 months 
of training in preparation for an overseas 
deployment. Adwced courses include explosives, 
diving supervisor, language training, sniper, and 
communications. SEALs can and do sdl attend various additional &my 
courses, such as Ranggr and Pathfinder schools. 

Archetypal SEAL missions include the destruction or sabotage of 
enemy facilities an land and at sea. Traditional commando tasb also 
involve the disruption of lines of communication md intensive 
reconni$smce work. Akin to their US Anny Special Forces counterparts, 
the Green Berets, Navy S W  are also tasked wih worhng clmely with 
other military and paramilitary units in orwimdon, training, and other 
military needs required by indigenous forces. Due to the very high-risk 
nature of special operations, SEAL, depend on higher naval components 
for support. SEAL platoons are lightly armed and equipped, and 
therefore cannot sustain any lengthy period of combat. 

Special Warfare Combatant Craft Crewmen (SWCC) operate and 
maintain an inventory of statcof-the-art high-performance boats ancl 
ships used to support special operations misions. Combat c m e n  alp 
assigned to Special Boat Units/Teams (SBUs). A combat crewman 
a&n& advanced training at the Naval Special Warfare CenPr. SBU 
members may be parachutequalified and may receive additional 
traibing in weapons, tactics, and techniques. However, their primary 
focus is on the clandestine infiltration and exfiltpation of commandos in 
marhime and riverine area. Thg. can also provide firepower from their 
vessels, condot t coastal patrols, and surveillance. Harassment and 
interdiction of maritime lines of communication is anather primary task. 
Missions may also include foreign internal defense and deception 
operations, search and rescue, and armed escort. 

There are minimum physical requiremenu for attending the SWCC 
training cQurse. Participants must swim 500 yards using breast- and/or 
sidestroke in under 13 minutes. They then rest for ten minutes before 
perfanning a minimum of 42 push-ups in two minutes, with a W+ 
minute rest. Then comes a minimum of50 sit-ups, again in two minutes, 
with a tw&minutc rest. At least six pull-ups with no time limit are 
followed by a ten-rninute rest, before a run of 1% miles in rantsing shoes 
in under 12 minutes 30 seconds. 

This is how NAVSPEWARCOM describes the Special Warfare 
Combatant Craft Crewmen course. 
1 .  Physical Jitwss 
The training is designed to develop a hlgh level of stamina and 
endurance to prepare the student for the demands of the maritime 
combat environment. 

Hslnl Spadal warme 
Combatant Graft Crewthen 
frwn a rlgld hull Matable tesm 
opeme with a ~ w k  v 9pe-B 
opamtim Cra* (80e) eta  
k t w a d  I m t l o n  In thm bnt ra l  
-and Area d Rtuponsibllity 

FNlrUaw 18,2098, T h  WK)C 
is the newest, w m l l e ,  hlgh- 
prrlorm~nee combatant craft 
lntmduced lnb thm NSW 
aoat SqufiQm hwentory. It0 
typld  mlulon lasts 12 hours. 



l a n  Dlega-bad -la1 
Warfare Combatant Cratt 
Crewmen and SEALS traln 
membem of tho Phlllpplna 
*inled Forces aboard a rlgld 
hull Inhtable at amboanga, 
Aprll 20, 2002. W W  operatom 
were c~nductlng jolnt tralnlnq 
with the AFP In support ot 

QwNwWWv F e  

n 
W d@'el~p the student's 
mtif ibei?- in  his 
.@ s&e in t$e mean, 
&-if nnC'&w @ &&t a 
G m a F ,  under adverse 
c o d i  tiomis, 

2 RYSC aid s@& 
&sic ftret $4 w &ding 
with mqdw emiqmciw 
in a Eomhiat ~ ~ d m ~ & ~ t  
am, couqed 

4. Ma* qvg@iwz &klr 
The S L U ~ Q ~  undprps  
$%!$~sive rraialag Itl 
pilbting,. dead reckbning, 
&*rn~& li&@w a& 
R d e s  of tb ' b a d ,  ta 

p w r e  &mi&alJ asp%& of myage planning and mut;pa of king- 
rang? m a r k h e  apeetions. 

3: 3- sqsa&$ skills 
w$&~aorinsm& and pm& work in basic boar W i h g  sad 
kndt +rig-prerns the 0-5 m opme a S p 3 Q  WWate Cwibzitant 
Cmft yn& s q 3 m W 1 ,  in rtstrkted wwrs and q e n  acean. T h a  
hji-perf~m&me &%r& to ;dpMrt~ d spec& d up to 40 
krim in rW@ sea can& tiom" 

6. Ev&&ng &as 
r=la&roorn bmction and p&&l W Q S ~  pmpmq the student 
OMW aPd JZL&.W tk t'4u&%- mgh- WW: ppc,puf&~n 
(internal combtion .en&m, jet dpivcs, and out drhs ) ,  fael sa 
warn @d&g, puth@ug9 stming;  &lWriW, -lid, aid 
* m w  c o w l .  

7. C m - M m  shitk 
A &io%lqhone apmtor b the dual link hmeen the ambat 
d a u m t  a d  the aub,ido~wdd haw well'he pdxw &is funcqim wjll 
k u u q  -a determine fhe succ@qs of the .mb&&~ ThiJ unit prema 
U stidentf~~ p l a n n i n g a d ~ i ~ : ~ ~  k ~ t i d f l s  
rn . . a m u n .  

. 8. W*&* 
€%re and mahe&e dfMMbat and hasic t a c t i d  e r n p l o ~  uf 
~ p g a l ~  Combmt Craft is G & W ~ $  W& *. 



US Naval Special Warfar@ 
Command - Organltatlonal 
Chart. 

OPERATlOb 

The structure of US naval special operations forces is described in the 
US Army Command and General Staff College's T h  Sjkcial Operations 
Fmes Reference Manual of 1999/20QO. 
Naval Special Warfare Center 
The Naval Special W f a r e  a n t e  aval Amphibious Base Coronado, is 
commanded by a Captain (O-li), and is the schoblhouse for NSW 
training. The 2ti-week BUD/S course is held here as well as the nine- 
week Special Warfare Combatant Crewman (SU7CC) course. It is also the 
venue for advanced maritime special operations training. A detachment 
is maintained at KA3 Little Creek, Virginia, for the training of East Coast 
personnel. 
Naval Special Warfare Development Group 
The Naval Special Warfare Development Group, based at Little Creek, is 
commanded by a Naky Captain (0-6). I t  tests, evaluates, and develops 
current and emerging technology, and also develops maritime, p u n d  
and airborne tactics. 
N d  Special Waxfare Groups 
Two N W  Groups, One and Two, are based at NABS Coronado and Little 
Creek, under the command of Echelon 2 captains ( 06 ) .  Their role is to 
equip, support, and provide command and cor~uol elements. They 
provide S E X  and SDV platoons and forces. They are organized into 

three SEAL teams, each 
composed of eight 16-man 
platoons; one SDV team; and. 
small command and control 
elements outside the con- 
rinental United States, to 
support NSU7 forces during 
operations. 
Naval Special Warfare 
Coamratld Combat Service 
Support Team (CSST) 
One CSST is assigned to 
each NSW Group, and has 
three main mission elements: 
(operational) PLAN/CON 
{tingency) PLAN and crisis- 
action logistic planning 
and coordination; in-theater 
contracting, small purchase 
and lease actions; and fomard 
operating base support. Addi- 
tional tasks include force 
embarkation; loa&planning; 
multi-modal transport c b  
ordination; combat cargo 
handling; in-theater logistic 
coordination; and exercise 



A RHlB belng deployed. Their 
maln tole Is ta land and mtrleve 
gEAL forces hwn enemy- 
0FeupiMI bewh#. 

rdaed .mmm&m. K!& a b  Jgkaxmmm : $ a p p ~ ;  
cwtingpq m q t m q ;  cxpeditionaq camp dmeiapmknt, and 
mainWalCe; &~~nt2rmhWn; 'and d- &m&h phtMa$ 

The C W  also &&. w& miitary liaisnn 
& l t & r / d a  m h 6  && l i a b n .  
~!!@-W~~eilr &umd&k polh 
Nil4  WiwheTmk Grqup @ Units ~%hmJ) 
WE W~sed ~g Wt-ulw Wqns a d  &ma k i ~ d e n t l y ;  jahtly+ 
.or in cambind apPe&ps. Wim&&gs indude p r o w $  &t&ii 

t m m l  &kme~~@,:mas- . " .  add~oet.tigl sVf.;n. 

w - w 4 w w  
ThM &d mm&m&d $. Ed&h'H C&pihs  at MA& 5ronadZ md 
LiGk QM, :g@ p d d g  q#d aprratio*! ships arid craft, fiq 
cornpi;.. ase w mar; wh~eduty ar mw~~~~.omponmtSp*l b a t  
-$r~i.@ pd ' q m  *l@* [El ship% 
'%=-*- 
%3& uni".Are -64 a@ Bpig@e@. m o#wi%te a. W e t y  of :~@id 
o p a w  s d h  d h d t W e  and environmeaq, 
mi&-=:=*mt 
This k c a w  of one &DV or SF& platoonq and is I d  by 
ab h co- 0fBCek W '&FitiW &c&P. I t  &mi& Out 

w b d b  sptgw wwfiow' frqw specially e~nfigurqd dm)aTiqm 
~ & p $ #  -9 k k g h e l * m  C D m .  
-= 
T h e - ~ , c & i s  GO-d '$r a Hm ~ i d f p a ~ l t  (&3'j, and, eo~is ts  >of 
16 m. h ' ~ 3 e ' d b h M  k t o  w G ~ W B  crr&u&&e%s. A 1 I ~ ~  
are q & ~ *  pg~&~utkfq, a d  d!ytohtibn. 

-7 prmidemzw CWWWBT a@ &%lop mia for rnmmqnb~ti~m 
o p m w  and m p m ,  *e, implemint, and r&w a m -  
~ u a ~ ~  

EMWt,m8el&L.wAwAm aimQmQN8 
Naval Special Warfate Goyp Qne (NWG 1 j ,  at ~WEUU&, Q -.of 
&e & majw opaa4oM cm@nenrn-of N&& Special Wa*e 
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One deploys platoons to NSWU 1 in Guam and conducts deployments 
for training (DFTs) throughout the Pacific and Central theaters. 
SEAL Team Three 
SEAL Team Three is based at Coronado. Led by a Navy Commander 
( 0 - 5 ) ,  it has eight operational platoons and a headquarters element. 
Its geographic area of concentration is Southwest Asia. SEAL Team 
Three deploys platoons to NSWU 1 in Guam aboard amphibious 
ships deployed to Seventh, Fifth, and Third Fleers, and conducts DJTs 
throughout the Pacific and Central Theaters. 
SEAL Teaan Five 
SEAL Team Five is based at Coronado, under a Navy Commander (0-5). 
It has eight operational platoons and a headquarters element. SF4L 
Team Five's geographic area of concentration is the Northern Pacific, 
and it deploys platoons to NSWU 1 in Guam, aboard amphibious ships 
deployed to Seventh, Fifth, and Third Fleets, and conducts DFTs 
throughout the Pacific and Central Theaters. 
SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team One 
SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team One (SDVT 1 )  is based in Pearl Harb1: 
Hawaii. I t  is led by a Navy Commander (0-51, and hm three operational 
SEAL Delivery Vehicle (SDV) /Dry Deck Shelter (DDS) Task Units and 
a headquarters element. Each SDV/DDS Task Unit is designed to 
operate independently from a host submarine in carrying out NSW 
missions. SDV/DDS Task Units normally deploy only aboard host 
submarines, but may be deployed from shore or surface ships. SDVT 1 
operates throughout the Gi'fic and Central Command's geographic 
areas of responsibility. Spael;al Wamm Combatant 

Crewmen (SWCCJ assigned to 
Naval Special Warfare Unit One spacial ~ n a t  ~ a a m  Twentp'tkro 
Naval Special Warfare Unit One (NSWU 1) is based in Guam. Led by a ( s ~ r  22) demonrtrete ~ R I  

I Naw commander (W), it consists of a headquarters element and has fim~owsr of the 

operxional concr~ l  of SEAL platoons and Special Boat Unit OP'-rwC*.WvB*ne 
(WC-R) whlk tmlnlng at detachments from NSWG 1 and from Special Boat Squadron One that 
the space Center, 

forward deploy to NSWU 1 cm six-month rotation. NSWU 1 maintains M ~ - ~ ~ ~ ,  on 21, a004. 
operational control of five forward deployed SEAL platoons and two (us N- photo) 
SBU Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat 
(RHIB) detachments. It is under 
the administrative command of 

I NSWG I ,  but operationally reports 
to Special Opmtions Command, 
Pacific, and US Navy Seventh Fleet 

i for operational tasking. NSWU 1 
provides operational support to 
forward deployed platoons and 
conducts theater planning for 
contingencies and exercises for 
NSW forces in the Pacific. It is 
capable of foming the nucleus of a 
Nan1 Special Warfare Task Unit. 
N d  Special Warfare Group One, 
Detachment Kortiak 
Detachment Kodiak is located in 
Kodiak, Alaska. It is a six-man 
training cadre that specializes in 



At sea aboard USS M m t  
Whitney $CCIJCC: 20), January 
I f ,  2003. A 8EAt fast-ropes 
from an MH.53 Paw Lor  
hellcaptsr durlng a marltlrne 
lntrmeptlon operation tralnlng 
exercise. Faat-mping replaoed 
the more traditional insertion 
method of raDDellii(l+ RBmteCl 
by special f o m  dursng tha 
Vietnam War. Fast-wplng 
tnsertlons are the Pavorlte 
method by whlch to selze 
gas and oll platforms. 

training S W  platoons and Special Boat Unit detachments in maritime 
cold weather operations. 
Navd Special Warfare Unit Three 
Naval Special Warfare Unit Three (NSWU 3), based in Bahrain, is under 
the administrative control of NSU'G 1. Led by an NSW Commander 
( 0 - 5 ) ,  it consists of a small headquarters and forms the core of an 
NSMTU when deployed. It plans, coordinates, and supports the activities 
of SEAL platoons and SBU detacbmenfi deployed to the US Central 
Command, exclusive of those organic to amphibious-ready groups 
and carrier battle groups. In ~ i e w  of the maritime character of the area 
of responsibility and nature of the operations supported, day-today 
operational control is exercised by COMNAVCENT. Operational contral 
may be shifted to Special Operations Command, Centrat (SOCCENT) 
when required by operational tasking. 

MVAL SPECIAL WAFIFARE GROUP W O  
Naval Special Warfare Group Two {NSMrG 2) is located in Litde Creek, 
Virginia, and is one of the six major operational components of NavaI 
Special Warfare Command. NSWG 2 is commanded by a Naty Captain 
(04). It has operational and administrative control of SEiU, Teams 
Two, Four, and Eight, SDVT 2, NSWU 4 and NSw 10. It also has 
administrative control of NSWU 2 and NSWU 8. Naval Special U7arfare 
Group Two geographically concentrates on the Atlantic, Europe and 
Southern Command. 

SEAL Team ' h o  
-. . . .  SEAL Team Two, based at Little Creek, is 

commanded by a Navy Commander (0-5) .  It has 
eight operational platoons and a headquarters 
element, and its geographic area of concentration 
is Europe. SEAL Team Two deploys plataous 
to NSUW 2 in Germany, aboard amphibious 
ships deployed to Second and Sixth Fleets, and 
conducts deployments for training throughout 
the European theater. It is the only SEAL team 
with an arctic warfare capability. I SEAL Team Four 
SEAL Team Four is based at Little Creek. Under a 
Navy Commander (0-j}, it has ten operational 
platoons and a headquarters element. SFAL Team 
Four's geographic area of concentration is Central 
and South America. It  deploys platoons to NSWU 
8 in Panam, &hard arrmphibious &ips deployed 
to Second Fleet, and in support of the annual 
UNITAS cruise, and conducts DFTs throughout 
the Cenml and South American theater. Members 
of SEAL Team Four speak Spaniah; it is the only 

.I SEAL team with a viable standing laneua~e. 

1 a Naby Commander {as). With eight operational 
platoons and a headquarters element, its g e e  
graphic area of concentration is the Caribbean, 



Wm, and the M e f i t e m e a ~  Q?& Team Eight &ploys platoons with 
! wrier battle p u p s  and amphibious ships in support of Second, W, 

and SRth Eli& canrrhande~k; Lt conduc& DFTa throughout the 
C d b e a t l ,  Africa, and the Meditqraman. 
N u 4  Warfare Unit lkro I N a d  Spedd Warfare Unit Two ( N S W  1) is basrd in St-ml 
w y .  Commanded by a Navy C m m & r  (QdJ, it cansists d a 
badqumers dement and has aperatiarral Sl% phmorrs and Spr;lial 

, Boat Unir detachments fr6m Naval Special W&e Gropp Two an-d 
fkmn Special Boat Squadron Tm that forward deploy t6 N5MW 2 an dX- 
month mation. MSWU 2 maintains operahod co-d of forward 
deployed SEAL platoons and a Specid Boat Unit dkhchmeht. 
B e  unit is under the administrative control of NWG 2, but 
o p e r a m y  reporb to Specla1 Operations Ccmwand, Europe. N W  
2 can ,fam the nucleus ?f a Naval 3peei;ll W e  Euk Unjr. 
FJ#alSp& W d i w  Unit F w r  

I Nmd Special Warfare Unir Four (NSWU 4) is b e d  at N~ayal Sation 
Roosevd Roads, Puerta Wm. It is csrnmded by a Navy Lidtenztnt, 
Cmmander (W], and cadists of a h e a & q ~ a r ~ m  dement and an 
intep.ted Special Boat Unit detachment. MSWU 4 is a training 

I c a m a d  that provides b-aining suppori to SEAl+ p h t ~ ~ ~ ,  SBV Task 
Un& S p e d  B ~ q t  Unit detachments and ather special grmtions 
forces cop8ucting training in the Puem NCQ opedmul  areas. The 
 nit is under- the ~peafional and administrative cmuml d Naval 

I Special W&e Group Two, 
W ~ B ~ ~  U&F5ght . . . .  

Naval Special Warfare Unit Eght (NSWU 8) i s  
bastd in R o k ,  Panama, ahd led by a Navy 
C e w d e r  (0-5). It consists of a hcadquarkrs 
el- and has operahowl SAL platoons 
from Nasrat ,Special Warfare G m q  Two thrnt 
forward ,de@y to NSWU 8 on six-manth 
rotatian. N W  8 mainxains operatiand control 
of h4o SEAL pkmns and Special b a t  Unit 
meaty-sh. The unit is un&r 'the adminiGtrative 
control of NdSpec ia l  Warfare Group Two, and 
operational control af Special Qperations huth 
a d  &k@.~: ad, South. NSWU 8 is capable of 
forming the rruclem of a Naval Sp~eial Warfare 

I 
Tkk rnft, 
N d  SF& Warbm Unit Ten 
Ndvd Special W i x h e  , U ~ t  Tm (NSWU 1Q) is 
based at Naval Station Rota, Spain. Commanded , 

by an NSW Commander (W), it has three 
operarid SDV r$sk Units and a headquarters 
elemen!. I t  provide6 sackal  training q p ~ r -  
tunitics far NSW Pmdes deployed aboard Sixth 

I Fleet ship duritlg slack periods white oa ro& 
deployments, so NSW forces c2m WrItaitl their 
perishahie ski&, The unit is responsible for all 
NSW exercises conducted in Spain, and is under 
thre operational and administrative command I,- .. . .- 
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of Naval Special Warfare Group Two. NSIZrLr 
. 10 closely coordinates with Special Operatkns 

Command, Eurqx .  
SEAL DeIivery V .  Team Two 
SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team Two (SDVT 2 ) , 
based at Little Creek, is under a Navy 
Commander ( 0 - 5 )  and has three operational 
SDV/DDS (Dry neck Shelter) Task Units and 
a headquarters element. The team coaducts 
operations throughout the Atlantic and 
Southern, and European command. SDVT 2 
places special emphasis on providing 
the Sixth Fleet commander with an SDV/DDS 
capability. 

Naual Special Warfara fo- SP8ClAL BOAT SQUmRbbl OHE 
PM~~FI fW-mpinU on tea MK Special Boat Squadron One (SBR l), based at Coranado, is one of the 
v gee la l  oparanom Ct.rt. six major operational c6mponenB of Naval Special W h r e  Command. 
B d l n g  V~MOIP remafw a main 
role for naval commando& It is commanded by a Navy Captain (0-6). It has under its operational 

and administrative control Special Boat Units Eleven and Twelve, and 
four Patrol Coastal Class (PC) ships, US5 Hurrtcow (PC 5 ) ,  US5 M m m  
(PC 4), USS SyuoU (PC 7), and USS .Z@hyr (PC 8).  The squadron deploys 
PCs and Special Boat Unit detachments worldwide. Special Boat 
Squadron One geogaphically concentrates on the Pacific and Central 
areas of responsibility. 
Specid Boat Unit Twelve 
Specid h a t  Unit Twelve (SBU 12) is based in Coronado, under a Navy 
Commander (0-5).  1 t consists of a headquarters element and eight Ripd 
Hull Inflatable Boat (R3-D) detachments. SBU 12 has up to five MK V 
Special Operations Craft (SOC) detachments. Each detachment normally 
consists af two boats with crews. SBU 12 supports open water special 
operations missions for West Coast NSW forces and deploys detachments 
aboard amphibious ships, to NSMW 1 ,  and on DFTs rhroughout the 
Pacific and Central areas of operation. The unit is under the operational 
and administrzitive control of Special Boat Squadron One. 

SPECIAL BOAT $uuADRON lwo 
Special Boat Squadron Two (SBR 2) is based at Lit& Creek, and is one 
of the six major operational components of Naval Specid Warfare 
Command. Commanded by a Navy Captain (M), it has administrative 
and operational control over Special Boat Unh Twenty and Twenty-Two, 
and nine Patrol Coastal Glass (PC) ships. The PCs under Special Boat 
Squadron Two are USS Cyclone (PC 11, USS Tmpest {PC 2), USS Typhoon 
(PC 51, US5 Sirocco (PC 6), USS Chnook (PC 9), USS Firebolt (PC lo), USS 
Whirlwind (PC 111, USS Thundmhld (PC 12) and USS Shaml  (PC IS).  
SBU 26 reports administmtively ta this squadron. Specral Boat Squadron 
Two geographically concentrates on the Adantic, Southern and Europe 
areas of responsibility. 
Special Boat Unit %nty 
Specid Boat Unit Twenty (SBU 20) is based in Little Creek and is under 
a Naty Commander ( 0 - 5 ) .  It consists of a headquarks element and 
13 Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (m) detachments and two MK V 
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SEALS load thelr equipment, 
paoked on pallets, on to a truck 
b i o m  a tralnlng miwlon. SEALS 
carw more equipmlt than most 
traditional Infantry unlts and 
haw w e  under crlticimm 
bcoause of it. 

Y US NAVAL SPECIAL OPURATIONS 
FORCES 2004 
Under Commander Naval Special Warfare 
.Group One 

Group One training 

I Gro~lp One Logistics and Support Unit 
Group One Logistics and Support Unit 
CSST 
Natal Special Warfare Units One {NSUTJ 1) I and Three (NSWU 3) 
S W  Teams One (ST l ) ,  Three (ST 8), 
Five (ST 51, and Seven (ST 7) 

Commander Naval Special Warfare 
GroupTwo 

Group TWO trainillg 
Group Two Logstics and Support Unit 
Group Two Lopstics and Support Unit CSST 
Naial Special Warfare Units Two (NSWU 2), Four (NSUTJ 4),  and 
Ten ( N S W  10) 
SEAL Teams Two (ST 2), Four (ST 4), Eight (ST 8), and Ten (ST 10) 

Commander Naval S p e d  Warfare Group Three 
Special Boat Team Twelve (SBT 12) 
SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team One (SDVT 1 ) 
S W  Delivery Vehide Team One ASDS 

C-der Naval Special Warfare Group Four 
Special Boat. Tearns Twenty (SBT 20), Twenty demchment 
Caribbean, Twenq-Two (SBT 22), Twenty-Two det. Sacramento 
SEhL Delivery Ve hide Team Two (SDVT 2) 

Naval S p e d  Warfare Center 
SDV training detachment Panama City 
Training det. Key West 
Advanced training det. Little Creek 
Det. Hawaii, Yuma, Hurlhurt, and Kodiak 
Naval Small Craft Igmct ion and Technical Training School 
(NAVSCUTTS) 

NAVAL SPECIAL WARFARE 
WEAPONS SYSTEMS 

The Special @rrmtions Fums & f m c e  Munuul classifies the systems used 
by NSW personnel: 

Patrol Coastal Class Ship 
Naval Special Warfare has taken control of 12 of 13 Patrol Coastal (PC) 
class shps. The main role of h e  PC class is coastal patrol and interdiction, 
with a secondary role of NSW support. Prirnary employment missiuns 
include fom-ard presence, monitoring and detection operadons, escort 
operations, noncon~batant evacuation, and foreign internal defense. - 



Mernhw of SEAL Team Tkro 
conduct SDV training In the 
Caribbean, October 2, IW7. 
8DV unlta are tasked with a 
variety of mlsslons, including 
harbor antl-shlpplng attacks and 
hydrographic reconnaissance. 
The SDV Is a 'wet" submersible 
dedgned to carry wmbat 
swlrnmsm and thelr gear in 
fully f loodd Epmpartments. 



Patrol Coastal (PC) ships 
and rigid hull inflatables. 
As such, all could be I employed from a forward 
operating base in a syn- 
ergistic effect. A MK V SOC 
detachment, consisting d 
rwo craft and support equip- 
ment, will be deployable on 
two USAF G5 aircraft into 

I 
the theater w i b  48 burs  
of notification. A demch- 
ment is transportable over 
land on existing roadways. 
Detachments are not con- 
figured nor manned to 
provide their own securiv, 
messing, or berthing for 
personnel while forward 
deployed. 

D q p  c h a w a c t ~ ~ ~ :  
Length: 8Ut 2in. 
h a m :  17ft in. 
Dr&: .Six 
Displacement: 37 tons (full load) 
Fud capariy 2;600 
Fmpulsian; two MTUIW3'% dibds (2,289 h o r s e p w  %a&] 
%a II%McWa warejets 
Ahminurn hull with fiw watertight ctrmpmqnts 
Radar, fhl14uice commuxrieations (HE; UHF, W, MTCOM), G E ,  
Complement: m e  &rrg five cn1iqe.d 
Detachmat 16 g e c a  opkrations force combarrloaded petsmnel 

wtth four Cmbat Rttbber Raiding Craft [CWtCs) 
P e r f m a f i ~ '  &!&a: 
Maximam speed; 45-48 knots far % O m  a sea stah! 
Gmising speed: 2 M  knots at sea state three 
%worthiness: survive through sea state five 
Maximum q e :  5 O h  { t ~ o  engines at 45 knots] 
Am?n.?nl: 
$ti- station 
five pidm supporting any combhation of: .5k& m c b e  p n s ;  
MW machine v, MK19 grenade laurfchers 

$ma11 a m  
f E-Pbrllld p'@duct i&promentT mounting stations for 

GAU-I? Mirligun; -5 twin .5k& machine: gun; W 8  
chain gun 

Rdipg  stock per r 6 0 a t  &cftm-e@ 
'Rvo MK V SQC transporters 
% v ~ M 9 1 6 1 A p ~ e  rnavers 
B d  MI083 ston mcks 
Four MI097 HUMMVs with SSO skelU?D 
One Stah forklift 



River Pam1 b a t  
The River Patrol Boat (f BR) is designed for high-speed riverine patrols 
in contested areas of operations, and inserlisn/errsaction of SEAL 
team elements. More than 500 units were built when first introduced in 
the Vietnam conflict in 1966, although the current inventory is 24 craft. 
They can be transported in USAF G5 aircraft, on skids. The PER is 
heavily armed and vital crew areas are protected with ceramic m o r n  
The weapons Ioadnut on this craft includes both single and twin .50cal, 
machine gun mounts, 40mm grenade launchers and small arms. ?'he 
hull is reinforced fiberglass with two Jacuzzi-type waterjet pumps for 
propulsion. The unit can operate in shallow debris-filled water. The 
craft is highly rnmeuvemble and cam turn 180 degrees and reverse 
course within its own length while operating at full power. Engine noise 
silencing techniques have been incorporated into the design and 
improved over the years, The combination of relatively quiet operation 
and its surface search radar system make this unit an excellent alk 
weather picket as well as a shallow-water patrol and interdiction craft. 
D R T ~ ~  c h a r a c ~ t i c s :  
Length: 32ft Rate lnslgnia bt Navy Enlisted 

Beam (including guard rails) : 1 lft 7 in. personnel. 

Weight: 8'/, tons 
Draft: 2ft 
Propulsion: Twr, GM W53N diesel engines 

(215 horsepower each) 
Two Jacuzzi 14YJ waterjet pumps 
Radar, VHF/UHF radios 
Complement: four crew and six passengers 
Fiberglass-reinforced hull 
Pmfomaance characMtics: 
Speed: 24 knots 
Seaworthme&: sea state three 
Maximum range: 300nm at full speed 
ATinomt: 
Standard: 
Twin mount .50cal. machine gun 
.50cal, machine gun, stand mounted 
MK19 40mm grenade launcher 
Options: 
40mm/.5&cal. machine gun, sand mounted 
60mm mortar 
M60 machine guns 

Mini-Annod h p  Carrlor 
The Mini-Armored Troop Carrier (MATC) is a 
36ft all-aluminum hull craft designed for high- 
speed patrol, interdiction, and combat assault 
missions in rivers, harbors, and protected coastal 
areas. The MATC has a large well area for 
transporting cornbatequipped troops, carrying 
cargo, or for gunnery personnel operating the 
seven organic weapon stations. The MATC 
propulsion system is similar to that of the River 



~ t m l :  bat (Pm, an internal jet pwp,  
which move k, on the d e  prinfi$le: as 
the , a i r - b d i n g  j e t  eugilre. This type- of 
pr4pubbA!gpe* qppz~&te fsr h$whin& 
ap&iona. A hydmdk b w  ramp is &sip& t~ 
~ f l  the Am&w-d e&qn of m p  qnd 
equippent."rhe d has a low silhou~&whi& 
a ir e d t  @ d ~ W & i n  dl Mei me l&it is -1y quiet, ~artlcralarly at idlp 
@&, .A E-&hn & rndtiQ&: 
cammunicath~s suite. pravjh. a dl- 
wi&er s-ill&= and c ~ r n ~ d  wd confro1 
grE:sk"we fbr i n t q t i 9 n  md 
opeTations. The ovclrad m x  
re-d OF syewd b l ~ w .  Crew Wjs. m-p 
&UL b t  em be mb$ifi$cl depending on fit 
mis&n a d  mMon dumtibx~, 
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. . 
h q t h :  S f t  
Beam %ip~1.udimg~d Tails): la 9in. 
D& 2ft 
%-erst: 12.5 t o y  
Propulsion: hvo ,GM 'WW &-1 . . .  en@& . 

(@3 ht3aejSp~r .wk) 
- ~ K Q  Jacuzzi %kYJ wtet~$ @lamp. 

dllul&irrra htdl, flat bmn3 
Radar, Y ~ / & F  
Complmtnt: hur crew and eight pmengcrs, 
P m n c e  m&u. 
Maximum spee& Splus lm~ ta  
.Seawmhiis: #a sw W 
M&imum r q e ,  3 5 w  
A W W :  
Sewn pintl+rnnunted weapons 'to i m h c h  

M60$ g K l 9  
50mm W ~ T  

rm-- 
Tk *t.htrd b a t  (rn) is a lightly ;urn* wriJawl@&* &tft 

~ ~ # a m b f : T b i i F : m f t i s m n ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
tranmm a9d wiapsns mowit, a m  It & gamed by Ey o d s d  
.a&bi~ and ~ hig!aIy manmiw&, k is u W d  & h i d M q  a E@y 
a=d a d v e w b u t  should wt 9 ~ e d  h e q g g . a . h d l y  QE 
w e i l . d ~ ~ c d  enemy, It ffuactbnsef%;cti~td~ ip & ~ ~ , ~ I N J F  
mntrol," Wqg 4. ~um~llariqe :qcdau, dp&nk w d w ;  drug. 
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P@mance cla'tmia: 
Speed: 25plus knots 
Range: 170nm 
Seaworthiness: sea state five 
Amammat. 
Forward and after mounts 
Mounts capable of M60 Capable of M60, Ma, or MK19 



- 
Cnmbat Rubbur Raiding Cmft 
The Cambat Rubber Raiding Craft (CRRC) is used for clandestine 
surface insertion and extraction of lightly armed special operations 
forces, and capable of over-the-horizon landing and recovery. The 
CRRC is capable of surf passages. It may be launched from the sea or by 
airdrop. It may also be deck-launched or locked-out from submarines. 
It has a Iow visual electronic signature, and is capable of being cached 
by its crew once ashore. It uses one 3 5 5 5  horsepower engine. 
Dm@ churacteristics: 
Length: 1st  Sin. 
Beam: 6ft 3in. 
Draft: 2ft 
Weight: 265113 without motorpy fa 
Speed: 18 knots, no load - 
Range: dependent on fuel car2ed 
Complement: eight maximum 

SEAL DaIivery Vchkk MK Vlll 
The SEAL Delivery Vehicle (SDV) MKVIIT LI a '%wet" submersible, designed 
to carry combat swimmers and their cargo in fully flooded comparmentr. 
Submerged, operators and passengers wear underwater breathing 
apparatus (UBA) . Operations for the vehicle include underwater mapping 
and terrain exploration, location and recovery of lost or downed objects, 
reconnaissance work, and limited direct action m k h .  

The vehicle is propelled by an all-electric propulsion subsystem 
powered by rechargeable silver-zinc batteries. Buoyancy and pitch 
attitude are controlled by a ballast and trim system; control in bath the 
horizontal and vertical planes is provided through a manual control stick 
to the rudder, eleator, and bow planes. A computerized Doppler 
navigation sonar displays speed, distance, heading, altitude, and other 
piloting functions. Instruments and other electronics units are housed in 
dry, watertight canisters. The special modular construction provides easy 
removal for maintenance. Major subsystems are hull, propulsion, 
ballast/trim, control, auxiliary life support, navigation, communications, 
and docking sonar. 

Dw Deck $hebkr 
The Dry Deck Shelter ( D D s ~  allows for the launch and recovery of a 
SEAL Delivery Vehicle (SDV) or Combat Rubber Raiding Craft (CRRC) 
with personnel from a submerged submarine. It consists of three 
modules constructed as  one integral unit. The first module is a hangar 
in which an SDV or CRRC is stow& The second module is a transfer 
trunk to allow passage between the modules and the submarine. The 
third module is a hyperbaric recompression chamber. The DDS 
provides a dry working environment for mission preparation. In a 
typical operation the DDS hangar module will be flooded, pressurized 
to the surrounding sea pressure, and a large door is opened to allow for 
launch and recovery of the vehicle. ADDS can be transported by USAF 
C-5/M7 aircraft, rail, highway, or sealift. The DDS is 40ft long and 
weighs 65,0001b. Submarines able to use a single DDS are the USS L. 
Mendel Rivm and the USS Bates. Submarines capable of dual DDS use 
are the USS Kamehamla and the USS Polk. 



h i p c h ~ :  . . 
Len@: 59ft 
Width: loft 
Weight 65,mOIb 
Volume: 3,705 GU ft 

M M rshtck 
The Desert Patrol Vehicle (DW) is correctly named the Desert 
Patrol/Light Strike Vehicle. It is a modified Chenowith off-r~ad, three- 
m, 2x4 racing vehicle. The D W  was designed to operate anywhere a 
four-wheel-dt.ive vehicle can, with addtitianal speed and maneuverability. 

The DPV can perfom numerous combat roles, including special 
operations; delivery; command and control; weapons platform; rear area 
combat operations; reconnaissance; forward observation; military police 
work; md artillery farward observer. The weapon systems used with the 
DFVs arc: Mk19 4Qmm grenade machine gun, M2 . 5 k a l .  machine gun, 
M60 7.62 machine gun, AT-4 missile, low-recoil 30mm cannon, and 
TOW missile launcher. 
lrehicle specificat~ons: 
Main contractor: Chenowith 
Acceleration: O-3Ornph in four seconds 
Powerplant: 2,000~~ gas engine 
Maximum speed: 6l)rnph 
Payload: 1,5001b 
Range: 200-plus miles 
D i s h n s :  
Length: 161in. 
Height: 79in. 
Wldth: 83in. 
Gross vehicle weight: 2,7001b 
Maximum grade: 75 percent 
Maximum side slope: 50 percent 
Ground clearace: 16in. 

Advancad 3EAL Delivsry SpMm 
The Advanced SEAL Delivery System (ASDS) is a dq, mini-submersible 
that can transpoft a SEAL squad from a host platform, either surface ship 
or submarine, to an objective area. The ASDS has a locksut chamber 
controlled by opefator% for lock-out from an anchored position. The 
MDS will anchor above the bottom between 2ft and 190ft. The ASDS can 
be transported by land, sea, or USAF G5/G17 aircraft. 
Daftgn chamct&t~: 
Length: 65ft 
Bern: 6.75ft 
Height: 8.25ft 
Displacement: 55 tons 
Propulsion: 67hp electric motor (Ag-Zn battery} 

FmSuNAL WEAPON$ SYSmMaS -- 
Beretta M9 9mm 
Colt MlSSlA1.45 



An excelknt dlrplay of small 
arins, gear and unlfbrms worn 
by SEAL8 supporting the Global 
War on Termrlsm. 



I Snipermapons 
MI 4 sniper kit and rifle 
N91 RH/LH 7.62rnm bolt gun, sniper rifle 
300 M'INMAG bolt gun, sniper rifle 
M88 . 5 W .  PIP belt gun, magazine-fed sniper rifle 

WUBA AND UWDIRWATER DIVE SYSTEMS 
The main focus of SEAL operations, and the reason 
for the SEALS' very existence, is their ability to 
function in water. Due to the highly diverse missions 
modernday Navy S E A h  are expected to undertake, 
underwater operations are no longr the "bread 
and butter" work once only associated with frogmen 
and UDTs. While SEhts currently conduct long- 

! range patrols in land-locked countries such as 

/ Afghanistan, other special operations forces practice 
I waterborne operations. 
1 Navy commandos use three main types of under- 

water breathing apparatus: open circuit compressed 

C 
- - -  

air; closed circuit (100 percent pure oxygen) LAR V 
Drtrger underwater breathing apparatus (UBA); 
and closed circuit (mixed. gas) m 1 5  UBA. 
Open circuit s y s t m  
Open circuit system allow air to be breathed from a 
supply tank and them exhausted directly into the 
surroundina water. The traditional supply tank(s) 

I can be tvok  on the diver's back (s~L&). SEAL 
Delivery Vehicles (SDVs) feature tank as well, SO if 
the diver is using an SDV he may utilize those tanks 

This is the r a b n  d'dtm of the instead. As with all dives, deep operation may require d ~ e r  decompression 
Navy SEAL. The d h r  wears in conformation with the US Naw standard air decom~resion table. . . 

Dlgger equipment, a German- - 
manufactured elobed clreuli 

'Closed circuit oxygen UBA 

apparatus intended lor uoe In The LGR V Dr5geP is a German-manufactured, self-comained, closed 
a h e l k  wabr  tdlt lonal circuit and double hosed underwater breathing apparatus that is 
bubble-generating open circuit designed to work exclusively on oxygen, which it recycles after use. 
system* prwe deadly by Closed circuit systems such as the Driiger are intended far underwater 
revealing the diver's p w n o s  

- 
operations in shallow water where traditional bubble-generating open 

to an enemy. SEAL used th l~  
e q u l p m t  to dostroy a shlp circuit systems could prove deadly. The LAIP V is worn on the diver's 
during Operation ~ u s t  muse chest. Numerous factors need to be considered by the user, including 
in Panama, the nrst time s h e  depth, rate of work and temperature. Dive teams which used the Driger 
world War ~ k r o  that frogmen in combat in 1989 said that 20ft was considered the safe limit, but that 
successfully executed an 
underwater o p e d o n  agalnst 
a vessel. 

they had dived as deep a~ 50ft. 
. C l a d  circuit mixed gas UBG 
The MK 15 is a self-contained, closed circuit, mixed $as, underwater 
breathing apparatus. The breathing gas is completely retained w3hin the 
apparatus except during ascent when excess pressure is vented. In the MK 
15, oxygen is mixed with a diluterit $;bs (normally air) to maintain a 
present partial pressure of oxygen (PPO2) level. The constantly preset 
PP02 level allows greater depth and duration than ~1t.h a 100 percent 
oxygen system. The duration of the MK 15 is limited by the carbon 
dioxide scrubber canister, Long duration or deep hvee may require diver 
decompression in accordance with US Navy decompression tables. 



Naval S p i a l  Warfare forces 
with fins attached prepare 
to conduct a water jump. 
Waterborne parachuting can be 
extmmely hazardous and led to 
the deaths of tour Navy 8W.s 
durlng the lnvaslon 01 Grenada 
in 1983. 

NAVY SEALS AT WAR: 
'ION URGEMT FURY 

On October 25, 1983, rhe United Stam invaded "the small Caribbean 
island of Grenada. The US viewed the ever-increwhg presence of Cuban 
workers and advisers as a threat to her hegemony over the region and 
invaded under the pretexr: that American students were in ham's way as 
civil war was threatening t~ m p t .  

Naay SEALS conducted Eaw missions during the invasion: the 
rewnnai-e sf Point Salines,airfield and emplacement of navigational 
beacons there; h e  special recomaisance of Pearls airfield; the assault an 
the Radio Free Grenada transmittilxg mtion; and the assault and hostage 
rescue at the k v e r n ~ r  General's mansion. 

POlNT W N E S  AIRFIELD RWONNAISSANCE AlQO -CON 
E m u G E M u T  
The S W  were tasked with two missions sn October 29. The first whs 
to acquire timely in&llige,errce on Point Wina airfield. This included a 
rmmnhissance of the airfield tarmac to find out if it was free af any 
debris or obstacles that codd impede the American forces whose job 
was to seize it. The ather was to place navigational beacons to help guide 
US aimraft carrying two under.stren@h battalions of the 75th Infantry 
( R a w )  whose primary mhian was ta c a y  out a parachute assault on 
the airfield, seize it, and secure it, 

Sixteen niedxrs of SF& Team Six were aboard two MC 130 E 
Combat Talons, each OE which &ed a 25ft fiberglass Light Patrol Boat 
Team Six, which was based at Dam Neck, Vqhia, .was the US Nay's 
c m k  anti-tm&ist unit, numbering fewer than 180 personnel, The 
SEAh were set to conduct a combat waterborne pmchute drop, get into 
their BostonMders and rendezvous with the USS CI@m S p q w  where 
the commandos would link up with three addi-donal S l U h  md three 
combat cmix~l1ef.s fiorn the & Force. From that p.oint on the combined 
s p e d  operations tern would infiltrate the surrounding tveach arm with 
their bdats and carry out iheir pl-imary miskiw 

Idligence at G~enada w a s  
spartan at best. Accurate maps 
did not exist and there hadn't 
been enough time for groper 
planping. ~Aitlal, plans iniluded 
deploying from a %izhuurine, 

1 but, as Major Mark Adkin 
explained in Urgent Fury; The 
Bait& for ~~ the SEALS in 
Puerto Rico had not yet been 
mined to properly deploy fmm 
that particular submarine. What 
would have been cpnsiderd 
a staqdard naval commando 
infiltration, the inVxriion of 
frogmen 'via submarine? was 
null and void due to a training - 



shortfall. Therefore, the operation shififted to the waterborne method 
via parachute jump. This is risky, no matter what sort of conditions it 
is conducted under. Heavy gear and the unpredictabaty of the ocean 
would surely have made this one of the most hazardous ways of getting 
the SEALS in. h is typical with many special operations forces in 
combat, rucksacks are overloaded with heavier live ammunition 
(blank training rounds weigh muck less) and other mission-essential 
war materiel. 

The excess gear and equipment, partly the byproduct af the certain 
sense of invincibility not uncommon in elite troops, had tragic resul~ for 
some of the men. Despite the recommended weight being no more than 
Wlbs, the average SEAL probably carried more than 1001bs for the jump. 
This phenomenon of packing more than necessary also has its roots in 
the fact that, like all special operations forces, S F X s  tend to be lightly 
armed and have to be able to sustain a fire-fight when compromised. 
Another factor was probably that the Grenadian forces, the People's 
Reuolutionaq A n q  (PRA), around the objective at Paint Salines had 
mechanized units equipped with BTR 60 armored personnel carriers 
and BRDMs equipped with 12.3mm anti-aircraft cannons. The PRA 
numbered around 5,000 troops. An encounter with any part of such a 
force codd prove f a d  if the commandos did not have enough fire 
power to handle the possible contact. 

Although the operarion WM scheduled to take place during dusk, a 
delay forced the men into a night-time jump. Undoubtedly, the excess 
weight was a handicap. More imporeantly, weather conditions had 
deteriomted. The surface wind at sea lwel was about 25 knots, whereas 
l&knot gusts were eorrsidered the limit for a combatjump. The MC 130s 
flew below radar at 6OOft until they approached the insertion point. The 
aircraft climbed to 2,000ft and, after each aircraft had unloaded its 
Boston Whaler, the SEALS jumped into the night. 

The standard operating procedure for waterborne jumps requires 
that the paratrooper Ioosen his parachute harness as he nears the water. 
This allows him to get clear of the canopy that can easily entangle and 
snare him. In effect, the paratrooper nearly jumps out of his harness. 
This is a tricky maneuver and must be practiced regularly. The darkness 
added to the difficulty of a task where timing is everything. That, along 
with the unprecllctability of the water and the weight of the equipment 
the men were carqmg, led to the deaths of four Navy SEALS. The tight 
men from the first plane lost three members and had to survive in the 
open sea until they were picked up by the Clifton Spmgw. The second 
team, which lost one man, got on to their boat and made certdezvous 
with the ship. After Linking up, the teams, accompanied by their Air 
Force controllers, headed for the beach. 

A Grenadian boat forced the commandos to retreat, 
Undeterred, they attempted to infiltrate the area the next night, October 
24, but once again encountered an enemy vessel. The S W  cut their 
engine and waited. Unable to restart it the men drifted helplessly out to 
sea where they were picked up 11 hours later by the Cltfhn Spw. 

The mission for the Navy SEAL of Team Six had ended in utter 
failure. Everything that could go wrong did. The airborne Rangem 
would capture the airfield at Point Salines without any accurate 
intelligence or navigational aid. 



Aboard US$ Oscar Austin (DDG 
7Q), Outober 29, 2002. US Navy 
8wLs from Little Creek, 
Vlrglnla, faat-rope on 0 the 
fantall of the oulded mlsslle 
destmyer, which was on 
exercise wlth the U S  H e m  S. 

PEARLS AIRFIELD 
R E C O N N A l W C E  
Members of SEAL Team Four, 
which attached to the 22nd 
Marine Amphibious Unit (MAU) , 
were tasked with a reconnaissance 
of the coastline and the airport 
at Pearls on the northeastern side 
of Grenada on October 25, in. 
ad t~nce  of a possible amphibious 
assault by the Marines. The 
insertion was conducted with two 
Seafoxes, low profiled and high-. 
speed b a t s  that carried .50-cal. 
heavy machine guns and 40mm 
grenade launchers. The boats 
were part of Special Boat Unit 
Twenty. 

Subsequent reconnaissance 
work along the coastline revealed p o t 4 4  dwgers for an amphibious 
assault and the Marines launched a heliborne attack instead. Other 
SEALS located a 23mm anti-aircraft gun that would be eliminated during 
the assault by a Cobra gunship. I t  was said that the information obtained 
by the SJL4L.s was not used by the assault forces, and if that was indeed 
the case it only highlighted the need for a joint special operations 
command. This command w a s  created three years later to address some 
of h e  communications issues. 

Overall, the mission was successful and true to the nature of the original 
purpose of the US Navy SEALS: to conduct clandestine operations in 
maritime and riverine environments. 

RADIO FREE OR6NADA TRANSMITTING STATION 
Eight SEAL from Team Six on board a Black Hawk helicopter were 
tasked to seize and hold a Soviet-built radio transmitting station at 
Beausejour on the west coast of Grenada on October 24-25. The 
intention was to prevent the PRA communicating with the civilian 
population; they had earlier broadcast the news of the American 
invasion. The SEALS were then to wait for an American relief force. The 
radio station could then be used by US forces to broadcast information 
to the local population. 
As with most of the operations during Urgent Fury, few details existed 

on enemy troop disposition and strength. DetaiIed maps of the 
particular region were not available. Logistical delay meant that the 
element of surprise was lost. Nonethelms, the eight men went in and 
secured their objective. 

Two security elements were then sent out to engage any enemy 
reaction forces. Two men secured the road to the north while two 
others situated themselves along the southern route. They were armed 
with M60 machine guns and M72 light anti-tank weapons. Soou a PRA 
truck was successfully ambushed to the north, and five enemy soldiers 
were killed. Not long after a PRA reaction force, led by a B"TB. 60, 
advanced from Fort Frederick to the south, and the SEAL element 



A SEAL tmm membr provides 
Wom a rootlop as part 

of r non-combatant evacuation 
exernhe d Naval Air O w n ,  
Fallon. kwada, on August 7, 
2003. The exercW almulated 
the mwue ol downed alremw 
behind enemy llneq enabling 
other ahmws ta W o r m  
Combat %arch and m e  
(CSAR)-relatell mil l iom 11 
w e l l s s s x p e r l ~ W + t h  new 
techniqusa in mallrtlc 
seenahos. 

engaged it near a bridge, PRA soldiers tried to flank the American 
position while the armored personnel carrier pinned down the 
commandos. An experimental rocket, the 66mm RAW, may have been 
used to destroy xhe vehicle. Unable to sustain long perids of contact 
and having no air support to suppress the Grenadians, the SEALS 
decided ta withdraw. The PR.4 recaptured the transmitting station 
as the SFALs fought their m y  thrm~gh to the beach where they hid 
in a well-camouflaged site. Mter mother short engagement, the 
commandos escaped out to sea. Subsequent air strikes launched from 
the carrier USS Indq9mederack and an artil1eq bornbardmenx from the 
USS C a m  failed to topple the mnirnitting mast. 

M L T  # 7He QOMRNOR OEHIRAL'S MANSION 
The l a t  SJZAL mission during Operation W w n t  Fadv took place 
simultanea~sl~ to the transmitter raid. Two Black Hawh with 23 
commandos fkom SEkL Team Six were assigned to launch an assault on 
the British Governm General's mstrrsion near St George on &e west, 
coast of Grenada. The Governor General, Paul Scoon, was under heuse 
arrest along with his staff. 

The assault began late and ran straight into tr~uble when the men 
were unable to locate the residence due to the density of vegetation, 
which in turn camouflaged known points. Enemy small a r m s  fire 
greeted the $pedal farces, but they were mon able to identify their 
objective. Both elements tsuecessfully executed a 90Et fast-rape inserhn, 

However, one Navy SFAL Offiter, three %ate 
Departdent officials and the only satellite radio 
available to communicate with headquarters on 
rhe USS Gum were left with the helicopters 
srmll arms fire forced the aircraft to hurriedly 
withdraw. 

The remaining 22 a s  ~uccessfull~ over- 
whelmed :d few b d  police officers, secured the 
s t a f f  and the Governor General, and consohdated 
their position. Air evacuation proved impossible 
dut ta the increasing ground fie. Soon tht 
commandos were surrounded by the PRA as a 
BTR 6Q attempted to punch through the main 
gate. AItho~@ the PRA attack r~as driven off, it 
became clear that immediate assistance was 
needed. Isohted and withaut the satellite radii ,  
the S W  still managed to sommnicak with 
higher commalad, and nus Marini Corps Cobra 
gunships came to their aid. Both Cobm were 
shot down by hostile fire. Subsequently, and from 
a greater distance, AC 130 gunships started to 
create a ring of s~eel around the beleaguered 
Americans. For over four hours, Spectre gunships 
would rotate and remain on starion, and by ni$b t 
Navy A7 attack aircraft from the l&!.@.m&nce flew 
in support of the SEALs. Finally, on October 26, 
uni& from the 2 n d  Marine Amphibious Unit 
relieved the commandos, 



A highly wp&tld&ed multi- 
stoy klll house In the Perelan 
Gulf -ton uaed by spclal 
operations forces for close- 

OPERATCON JUSf CAUSE 

O n  December 20, 1989, the United States invaded 
Panama in a bid to oust her uncooperative leader 
Manuel Noriega. Locally stationed units as well as 
troops from tbe continental 175 launched numemus 
missiVons far contt-01 of the r o u n q  and m locate and 
capture Norjega. Twentpeuen thousand Americans 
were involved in the campaign. 

h park of Task F m e  White, Naval Special Warfare 
Group Two deplyed 707 sailors for the military 
operation in Panama. Nay  SEALS were tasked with 
several missions with the aim of intercepting or 
destroying any p~teneal escape mutes or methods. 
Three primary missions included rhe shutdown of 

the harbor a£ Colon, the dcsmdon of the boat Reszdmte h, which 
was docked at the pier in Ballma Harbor, md the seizure and destruction 
of a Leaf jet at PatiUa airport. Colon's harbor was suCcessfu& pawolled 
by NSW forces, ;and the vessel was d&troped wirh precision befitting a 
Swiss clock as four frogmen f'rom SFAL Team Two penemted enemy 
controlled areas and attached underwater explosives, using Driger 
rebreathers so as to avoid creating bubbles and thus remain unobserved 
by Fanmauian forms. One member of the team proyided this account of 
the action in Joel Hadel's Spmak Mw and S@&I M i x s b ~ ~  
"On the night of December 19, 1989, 1 wtrs one of four divers from a 
SEAL Team who was inserkd into the waters of the Panama Canal. Our 
mission was to attach huge sacks of plastic explosives to the hull of.. . an 
armed 65ft coastal patrol boat that belonged to the Panamanian Navy, 
and was to be used as a means of escape for General Noriega. We used an 
oxygen rebreather, which allawed us to remain submerged for over three 
hours without making any bubbles. We successfully ccornpletd infiltration 
to the q e t  and secured our charges to the hull and canzinued on to the 
extraction lacation. At exactly OlQOfirs on December PO, at a t h e  preset 
by by before entering the watel; the charges detonated and h e  vessel sank' 
beneath the waters oEBalba Harbor. Throughout the mission, we had to 
react to numerous situations, which forced us to use all the tricks of the 
trade &om years of combat-proven training. During ernplacement of 
the charges, several fire fights on shore broke our, resulring in a series 
of unhrwater explmicrns in close preximity to w While there is nothing 
a diver can do about undenwer explosions, except tty to avoid them, our 
1-1 of training allowed us to rontinue the mission, uninterrupted. Ne&, 
while en route b the extraction lacation, a freighter making its way up 
the canal forced us to dive to a depth of over 50ft in order to avoid being 
run over. That exposed us to a different we of threat since pure oxygen 
can be toxic at depths greater than 2Wt. It was iinsmtly apprent that OW 

emphasis on tbe highest possible physical fitness smdwds was abut m 
pay vE. Our mission lasted about four hours and was the exact qpe d 
mission SEALS train for every day." 

One thing the account daes aat mention b that this was the f i ~ r  time 
since World War T w  that fropen succesfully executed an undemtt i  
operation against a vessel This mission is considered a classic in naval 
commando his tory. 



The attempt to seize or destroy the President's personal jet at the 
private airport at Fatilla was hardly a classic in naval commando 
operations. Primary intelligence indicated that the primte airport was 
patrolled only by lightly armed civilian gwmh. No Panamanian regular 
farces were said to be present. Alrhough the SFAb did rehearse for this 
mission as well as send out small reconnaissance teams in civllian gear, 
the overall operation was probably more akin to missiompcific tasks 
handled by Marine Corps Raider companies or Army Rangers. 
Arguments can be made that the Rangers were busy seizing the 
airfields at Rio Hato and Tocwncn-Torrijos. Nonetheless, a the United 
States Special Operations Command (USSOCOMJ was newly founded 
and mostly an A r m y  show, jealousies and inter-service rivalries interfered 
in sound decision making. For whatever military or political reason, and 
despite some opposition, the mission was migned to NAVSPECWAR. 

Around midnight a US Navy patrol boat launched 15 Zodiac rubber 
boats filled with three platoms of 48 SEALs from SEAL Team Four and 
one Air Force Combat Control Team {AFCCT) member who would 
coordinate aerial support from a Spectre gunship. Due to a radio 
message indicating that a helicopter had left Colon with Noriega and was 
possibly en mute to PatilIa airport, the raid was launched 15 minutes 
earlier than planned. The SEAL platoons rushed forward without 
adequate reconnaissance OF the beach area near the airport. Their 
daring movement proved to be opportune as the beach w a s  empty, 
but the increased haste d attack didn't help. Parliunanian gum& yelled 
out warnings that were met by the American commandos' calls for them 
to surfender. Thii stalemate h t e d  for a short while until hasdle fire 
raked the advancing SEAIS. The sudden gunfire and illumination 
expmed a squad of the Navy frogmen. Seven out of nine were hit 
almost immediately, as the second section rushed forward to support 
their mites. 

A short and brisk fire-fight echoed throughout the airport, during 
which an American rocket punched a Role inm Noriega'sjet. The AFCCT 
was not able to communicate effectively with air support Eventually, the 
fighting ceased, leaving four Nay  SEALS dead and m additional eight 
wounded. Soon Army mops and Rangers relieved their Navy counter- 
parts. The Patilla mission, although suct.cessfu1, was a stark reminder ~t 

again of the vulnerability of special operations forces once unmasked. 
Lightly armed wirh no aerial support, the commandas were easily held at 
bay by a para-military force. Raids in urban areas do depend on surprise, 
shock, and speed - but just as importantly, they depend on air support 
once compromised. 

Several discussions have taken place regarding this particular attack. 
One argument reasoned that constricting rules of engagement imposed 
by higher command made it difficult for the commandos to kill any of 
the civilian guards, and thus the stalemate led to the deaths of the 
sailors. Another point is that the SEALs were woefully undermanned to 
even conduct such a mission. Several "old hands" did object that the 
airfield raid was not a naval commando mission and should never have 
been executed. In the end, none of these arguments mattem. A hurried 
plan to send "trigger-pdlers" to eliminate one aircraft s e m  wasteful. A 
less complicated and p~ssibly easier mission might have been to have 
eyes on the target with aerial support on stand-by. 



Undoubtedly many facts remain unavailable 
and thus most discussion is hypothetical at best. 
The one genuine mistake of the mission w a s  that 
the 'SL4l.s were not ready for a fire-fight in terns 
of ba4c i*try tactics - supporting fire from the 
other squads and cover. Too many commandos 
were caught in the open and were mowed down 
within seconds before the rest of the platoons 
could react. Nonetheless, the mission was a success 
and that is a tribute to the men on the ground. 

The Arabian **a, b & b &  d, 
2001. An W4OF -hawk 
hellcPptnr Iaaues the dmck of 
MV Kbta $.jarah afbr  dmppiq 
df US Navy SUb and Marines 
durlng a march for Ill-4 
aontrahand and h-0- troops. 
The 8PEWAR psreonml were 
deployed Wrd the ampklbloua 
wallam ohlp U S  Shmveport 
(LPD 121 In support of OparaUon 
hndurlng h e d b m .  The a l p  was 
released foll@wiW the 4-on. 

P s m  W a l  forces In 
Alghatllalan, 2002. T h a a  elite 

galned an excellent 

VBSS (VISIT BOARD SEARCH SEIZURE) 

On Thursday, February 3, 2000, the Pentagon released evidence of oil 
smuggling by the Russian tanker Volgonef2-147. A US Navy cruiser had 
intercepted the tanker outside the Persian Gulf the day befol-e but the 
Russians wouldn't stop, la, a normal boarding procedure the Navy vessel 
comes alongside the other ship. A handful of Navy S W  from SEAL 
Team Two fat-roped from a helicopter on to the ship when the Russian 
vessel refused to yield. 

Global positioning satellite logs aboard the VolgonqY-147indicated that 
it had been at the forbidden oil port of Shatt a1 Arab, in southern Iraq. 
The US had been tracking tbe vessel and a second Russian ail tanker for 
a month with spy satelhes, ships, and sun~eillance aircraft. 

m t l o n  working alowsldr 
-won n-v , d m  OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 

foroee. AlthWrgh thw had 
patirel-d In bomge rescue 
rnlaclons, Phlg was the first t l m  
oarman rorcea had pertlcipetsrl 
In wmw ml-lona d m  
Worki War N o .  

In response to gtierrilla attach launched against the United Srates on 
September 11,2001, SOCOM immediately launched several teams from 
their special operations arsenal into the Gulf region in preparation to 
combat the group held responsible for these attacks, al-Qaeda and their 

hosts the Taliban government of Afgllanistan. 
Contrary to the original role of the Navy S W ,  
char is to operate within the riverine and maritime 
environments, units were deployed to hud- 
locked Afghanistan. Their presence bore a simple 
explanation - the naval commandos formed part 
of Task Force KBar, a Combined Joint Special 

I Operations Task Force (CJSOTF) South. For the 
first time, a Nav SEAL! captain was responsible for 
all special operations under the US Central 
Command. The task force included special 
operations forces from the United States and 
other Coalition forces. The CJSOTF consisted of 
US special forces, SEAL plataons from Teams 

I Two, Three, Eight, and SDV 1; the 4th 
Psychological Operations Group; N a ~ y  Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal (EOD); Au Force special 
ope~ations forces; and US Marine Corps CH-53 

( cun le r id  on page 41) ' 



















Force- K-EApt ln 
and TF 160 heljcopkm, Fareign special, fwce were also involved - dwrno Q-m ww 
Danish (102 personnel), German Kamm2tnda Sp+alkriXtt(lQ3J, ~ , ~ , , m ~ ~ k  
~madiarl ~ b i n h k  ~orce-2 [$o) ,  NW zealand ~ p e ~ i a ~  Air ~ervice (do), WWWB* ~mpwed of halmon 

NorwepanJ3gex h m m m t f n  (5Q) ,w well as Marine J@er Kdnlmmdd oaembno units- 

(%), A m m h n  SAS (951, aid one specla operations forces liaison W'"h fh&mwnM-r 
a1-Q- and t a l h n  ImtkrB 

a&cer from Turkey. Same af the opkktionk conducted in 2Q0142 are In,-- 
summarized with more detail& operzhns below: 42 strategic 
recannaiasmre missians, 23 direct acactioe &bsians, 12 underway s h i p  
t a k k d ~ ~ ,  a d  14? calk f~r.dqsdrgpgp~rs. f r ~ t .  

Navy reeasds aIsa reveal that; An bawmws . m w  d 
aamunhl~n and e x p l h  ia 

"Capt. R M ~ W  Hamad, c o m d e r  of San Diego's Naval Spmid Warfare dw by Y.Vy- 
Group U n a  {CNSWG 1 ) , was awarded &marry's 2nd hightst dimr)t -e, m w  
rnbdal, fit Silver Cross of H-6 for his actions as tlle Cnmmandrtr af h A-, zopA. 

Combined Joint Sped Operations South 
Af$$&rnstan (Task E'arce &Bar). W e  other Navy 
SEAL and SOF units assisted faces in 
removing the Taliban governmat b m  power, TF 
K-&r cdmrnandos primarily waged h e  war Qn 
terrorism by destro)ling h e  alQa& hbsmmre 
in Afghazlistan and disrupkbg i& ahi%y to mnduc t 
tesr'osist operations. During ~ W e s  d cave and 
village enclaves in Southern a d  %stern 
Mghanism, TI? K&AR cpalitim brces collected 
valuable intellig~nce and captured swpected d- 
Wda and T&bm primma w W  condudng 
combat operations. TF &Bar fcrrca also 
orch&traed cmaive ab-attgic -aeCmn&sance, 
conducted Combat -Sear& arad Rescue { C W ] ,  
and performed &.sea, L~dmhijp Lnter-n 
OpmSons (LIQ) in the search far temorists trying 
to escape by ship. In addition to working 
wkmively with US Navy SI?Ah, in Afghanistan, 
German Eorceswew enpgcd in wmhx opemtims 
fpr the: 5mt h e  sincp World War It." 

^The primary rnbsions in Afghanistan included 
~&onnai.wnce ahd enamy combatant inter- 
diction. SEaLs perfarmed SSE (Sensit% Site - 



Navy S U s  receive tactical 
moblltty tdnlng from Naval 
dpeolal W & m  Gmup lwa 
lblnlng Dht~chment (NSWO 2 

Exploitatipn) missions, such as cave and house searches. 'Though not 
specifically tasked with the destruction of enemy weapons qnd explosives, 
the abundant war materiel found in Afghanistan made it a natural part of 
operations for the SEALS. A cave complex assault origin* b d g d  as q 
nine-hour operation actually lasted for up to 10 days. 

Meanwhile, a raid on Tamak Farms resulted in the site being seized, 
searched, then used as a venue for training. Navy SEAL Chief Petty 
Officer Matthew Bourgeois was killed here when he stepped on a 
landmine while conducting breaching training on March 28, 2002 
Another raid was conducted after s w d  teams were unable to insert, 
and resulted in 16 enemy killed and 27 taken prisoner. Special forces 
also captured cell phones, laptop computers, and PRG117 radios. 

The Department of Defense said that at least seven separate platoons 
from SEAL Teams Two, Three, Eight and DevGroup (ST 6) as well as 
elements af SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team One deployed to Afghanistan, 
Some operated in Pakistan, conducting reconnaissance missions for a 
potential amphibious invasinn, including hydrographic surveying and 
route and airfield surveys. Visit Board Search Seizure (VBSS) missiom 
were also carried out, to ensure no weapons were being smuggled 
towards Afghanism by sea. 

Members of SEAL Team Three were inserted covertly into Afghanistan 
and, for four days prior to the Marines landing at it, observed the small 
airfield that would later become Camp Rhino. Performing traditional 
pathfinder missions, the SEALS provided security and marked the 
landng zone for larger conventional forces. S W  also jointly operated 
with members of Delta, the US Army's 1st S F 0  (D), as part of Task 
Force 11. The primary mission of this ultra-secret task force was to 
locate, capture or kill senior members of the Taliban government and 
al-Qaeda operatives. 

In January 2002, an intelligence-gathering mi l i i~n  Zit Zhawar Kili in 
TRADET), on ~uaust  20,2003. eastern Afghanistan, near the Pakistan b ~ ~ d e r ,  revealed one miHion lbs 
NsWP rRAWTm'ns of ammunition and equipment hidden within an extensive network of 
a h  coamt SEAL teama beiom 
N I ~  depby to suppart mlrdons seventy caves and tunnels. .Although often touted as an extremely 
th~~ughout the world. successful mission, the cave complexes at Zhawar Kili are more or less 
(US NW -1 considered a tourist spat by veteran hands familiar with Afghanistan's 

struggle against the Soviets. During the war . against the Soviet Union from 19'79 to 1989, 
American and other foreign political leaders were 
often shown the enormous amd well-constructed 
caves that haused classrooms, a hospital, and 
living quarters, by the Afghan mujahedeen in an 
effort to win financial, political, and military 
support for their struggle against the invaders. 
The Soviets fought several unsuccessful 
engagements in the area. 

The S m ,  supported by a reinforced platoon 
of about 50 Marines charged with providing 
additional securiv, explored the caves. Precision- 
guided munitions were called in to help destroy 
the entrances. Photographic evidence suqgests 
that these smart bombs severely damaged the 
cave enmnces but ultimately these cave closures 



T b l c i t C e ~ ~ t u & r  * m.g;L** k g w s m d  wprations h m b  h ** 
to& p k e  on a wunmintop overIuo4hg the SIiaBvSm .* b 
&ei$mrn -a&$. W r  Ghat. ,& pwt 6T' 8- 
Amacmdq a C d t b  drik h a t  amrnpttd to can* G e ~ b g t a h m  
WiWn zWJ:-BgWt$-irtl W r-n, y&aI ogkm3icm;$ 
wem ththr'-s and ears foP conendanal &. Up ~ l ' t &  
Hifir, &=.in M@@b had beeu Fbnducied pihmdy 9 3- 
~~t$ratirn.nrriB. d e m r 1 . e a  a shift in @e war s?mq t& a m m  
n$aitiom Fm3. 

' 7 % ~  ow& fight caused rbe xmmkmI d US ~~ 
qemM-$i;c:$s c&q&i&s * aTJd"vri~Fmdm this k. us r e p a  
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for* in m q , ' q t  &if& F-aky* &g hqadqmrters 
&r US p n d  Farms irsU@d&mi TdF&M&m&ua, &*wM 
$ Ma@r @ ~ r s i r  L *&a+, conp$vd n d-t M i  
"2xiiramw and d m w m  to P7iPninaac &e emmy permiinel. Iii the 
m w ~ f w r n ~ ~ e ~ w w ~ a ~ s j n  
Gts.r.dda mu14 pmh k m  t.h@ west in an &rt to d& an a&% of 
fepo?xd h* mimmmbs Qf . & .  .Thfz. w.:* wmmx 
Aqpcmda pimners hdiw&d thi$ mdd ME the m y  to 
fig* &st inla &12 MWkbg  @&#&, W,SnZl, &.&&Wag k&&ftsin 
w&Ligm @-om thc.ll)th Mmrfmifi md 101st ; trbme divhians. 



SEALS in clansic m d l a n d  
pattPrn battlmrrlnls unhrms 
with HBchler & Kwh MP68. 

A member of SEAL Team f h w  
clears tho entrance to one ol 
the numerous natural caves 

Augmenting the canventiasaI forces were 
small r e c o m a h c e  teams. These were drawn 
from US and Coditian special operations forces 
and included Navy SEBLs, Army special forces 
and Air Force special tactics operators. These 
reconnaissance teams we& positioned at strategic 
locations where they established observation 
posts, probided infarmation an errerny mow- 
ments, and directed air  strikes, These actions 
resulted in the deaths of hundreds of al-@eda 
and Taliban fighters. 

The battle of Txkur Char began rather 
incanspicuausi~ as a number of addicioaal 
CoaIition special operations teams were dropped 
off a n  various hilltops to provide recormaissance 

and call-for-fire suppart missions during Amaconda3 shaky opening 
moves, bnk af the unexpected problems encounered by Task Farce 
Mountain was .the surprisingly welldisciplined and organized resistance 
of the guedhs.  InteQence should have uncovered t h i s  prior to the 
engagement but a hasty invasion sf Afghanistan post-Septemkr 1 1, 
2001, and the swift collapse of the Taliban regime, may have led so a 
gross underestimation of the opposition forces. Instead of h e  eagerly 
anticipated retreat, t h e  Talibau and al-@eda fighters stood their 
ground, fought and, throughau t Anwon& received reinforcements 
from neighbpring groups, These engagements were fought mostly along 
a number of draws and trails at the southern ehd of the valley near 
M a w ,  dubbed the we." The unexpected resistance farced regular 
Afg-han forces to withdraw. 

Their original objective had been to pusb east toward "the W e , "  a 
distinctive ter& feature southeast of Gardez. From these hillwph 
special operadm farces had interdicted enemy combatants. The small 
teams had proven in tbe ppast, and in particular during thls,operacion, 
the extreme effectiveness d their missions - xo wbstrve, destroy, and 
relay crucial intelligence to bigher headquarters. The call-for-fire 
midions were reguhtlP monitored via satellite kg& at headquarters on 
television and athe-shows became ham as "Kill TV." 

The stiff resistance coupled with bad weather mnditions a a d e  it 
found throughout Afghaniaan. impossible for Task Force Mountain to deploy d1 its t r oop  bcking the 

manpower and given the extremely difficult 
te-n in Afghi:Stan, the Coalition forces came 
under extreme duress. During this hne the specid 
operations forces teams provided excellent 
support for the troops ginned down by calling in 
air stidws and locations OF eriemy mops and 
rnwemenxs. This allowed Maj. Gen. Hagerrback to 
reposition his soldiers to the northern end of 'the 
Shah-e-Kot valley and suhequen tly attack a l w d a  
from there. As the operation unfolded, Task Force 
Mountain needed mare reconnaissance t e a m  in 
the area. Ir was during one of the inerlion 
attempts .of a small reconnaissance ham that the 
events were %gered that led to an wer-growing: 



NW W W U ~  a US 
Emhssy durlng a Non- 
CombaWnt Evacuation exeroiw 
at Fallon Naval Air S b M ,  
Nevada, as part of Desnt &scue 
XI, on ~ u g p l a c  7,2008, -am 
Raecuc XI was a jotnt M c o  

W h  and RBacue 
{CSAR) fralnlng exercise hosted 
by the M m l  Strike and Wartare 
Genter at P a t h .  ThB ekMCiW 
simulated &wmd a- behind 
erwmy liner, enaMlng other 
a m  to pehnn OSAR-mlatsd 
mldons as well as experiment 
wlth new teohniqueg in rMlisT* 
scenarios. (US Alr F w a  photo) 

Members of a S m  team 
wnduCtib0 embat oprtatlons 
In Afghanistan, 2001. 

adanche of mops, &a3ft, and destruc~an fed 
into the maelstrom whirling around the snow- 
covered mountaintop of Takur Gh& 

One of the learns was made up of SEALS Erom 
Dam Neck, Virginia. Their objective was to insert 
into a 10,00Oft, snowcapped mountain which 
provided first-rate visibility an to tlre southern 
approaches of the valley, the "Whale" and Man&. 
Thus Takplr Ghar had everything required far 
a perfect dte. U n b e k n m  to the Coalition 
planners, Taliban and aI-Qaeda militia had 
already seized the hill for the very same reasons 
some time before, The terrain helped to conceaI 
these forces and, although usually LightIy armed, 

thep had racket-propelled grenades and at least one heavy machine gun 
positionedwell enough to cause problems to any law-flying aircraft. 

In the early morning hours uf March 4,2002, alQaeda fighem fired 
on an MR47E chinook helicopter cahtying a special operations forks 
reconnaissance element. This resulted in Navy SEAL Aviation 
Boatswain's Mate (Handling) 1st Class (ABH1) Neil Roberts falling out 
of the helicopter. Thus began a chain of events culminathg in one of 
the mast intense small-unit fire-fights of the war; the deaths of dl the al- 
Qaeda defending the mountaintop; and also in h e  deaths of seven 
US servicemen, 
AS pkanners for Awcmda requested additiaaal reconnaissance 

teams, plans for insertions weTe drawn up by March 2 and two teams 
were to be inserted on different mountains to edtablish obsemon 
posts the fullowing night. Late ~e following evening two htH-47Es from 
the 2nd Battalion, 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment 
(Airborne), nick-named Night Stalkers, would depart and insert the 
terns, Bzrrv 04 would ernplace a team to the north while t h e  other, 
Razof 03, carryhg Na9 S W  Roberts' team, would deploy S l X h  and 

an Air Force combat 
conmller (CCT) nn Takur 
Char. 

At approximate3y 0300hrs 
an March 4, Razor 03 
approached its Helicopter 
Landing ,Zone (a) in a 
small saddle atop Takur 
Ghar. 11t is standard opera- 
ting procedure' to overfly 
the intended landing mne 
prior to inertion. One of 
the pilob in an after-action 
report stated that a a130  
may have conducted an 
aerial retonnajsmce over 
TTnlfuf Ghar. Mether or no4 
a manned or unmanned 
craft conducted the over- 

- flight, one thing is for 



certain - it was dotted with 
tracks. A slight delay was 
caused by a E52 strike in 
the vicinity in support of 
Anaconda, and mainten- 
ance problems with a 
helicopter. The original 
HLZ was changed to 
another. 

As Razor 03 approached, 
' both the piIots and the ' men in the back observed 

fresh tracks in the snow, 
goatskins, and other signs 

, of rerent human activity. 

Navy SEALs verify the identity 
of ~~s durlng a Non- 
Combatant Evacuation training 
mreloe as part of Bbsert 
Rascue XI, on AUOUS~ T ,  ZOOS. 

Rescue XI was a joint 
semi- Combat Sea& and 
Regtue (CSAR) training exercise 
at rlllon Naual Alr Statlon, 
Nevada. (US Alr Forw photo) 

The enormous amount af 
equipment required to sustain 
a small team In a hoatlle 
environment. This vehlclc 
features an MK40 grenade 
launcher. 

team, a shoulder-launched 
WG round hit the large helicopter. Small arms fire peppered the craft. 
One man was wounded immediately and Razor 03's hydraulic and oil 
lines were shredded. Immediate evasive actions by the pilot caused two 
men to fall out of the open ramp of the helicopter. One of the crewmen 
w a s  tethered while Navy SEAL Roberts was not. Whether or nat the 
helicopter was in the process of setting down is not clearly established 
but certainly Roberts must have fallen at least five if not 15ft to the 
ground. As the Chinook lurched off the mountaintop the SEAL was on 
his own, surrounded by at least half a dozen fighters. 

As there was no ongoing surveillance at the time, the circumstances of 
Roberts' death are primady based on conjecture and forensic evidence. 
The Depament of Defense's ofkid conclusion is that "Roberts survived 
the short fall from the helicopter, likely activated his signaling device, and 
engaged the enemy with his squad automatic weapon. He was mortally 

injured by gunfire as they 
c l w d  in on him." 

Roberts, 32, was; a 1 4  
year Navy veteran, and the 
first Navy SEAL and fhe 
first sailor killed in action 
during Operation Esaduring 
Freedom. One can only 
imagine what transpired 
during those few moments; 
undoubtedly some of the 
training took over as well 
as survival instincts. The 
"pucker-factor" (tension 
level) was probably very 
high as he realized his only 
help was leaving,. struggling 
not to crash, Afrer the 
battle emails flooded the 
internet with stories of 



Roberts' extreme heroism and & for the Medal of Honor a he 
supposedly had wiped out numerous enemy fighters and at least one 
machine gun nest. The Department of Defense's account clearly denies 
this, but the most important consideration should be that even 
exceedingly well-trained men and well-laid plans can and will fall victim 
to Murphy's Law; that what can go wrong, will go wrong. Navy SEAL 
Roberts did what he could given the impossible scenario unfoldtng 
around him. 

Back at the controls of &or 03, the pilow managed to execute a 
crash-landing some seven kilometers north of where Roberts had fallen 
out. AccountabiIity is always stressed in the military, and a quick head- 
count revealed the absence of one of their own. The mood must have 
been unbearable: the men surely felt a variety of emotions as they 
contemplated the fate of their buddy, alone and facing a ruthless enemy. 
The Department of Defense account stipula~es that Technical Sergeant 
John Chapman, an Air Force combat controller, immediately radioed for 
AG130 gunship support. It is undlear if that support was for them or 
Roberts. No matter, as at least one AG130 converged on Takur Ghar and 
reported a possible sighting of a handful of enemy combatants carrying 
or dragpng a body. 

Razor 04, after inserting its team, arrived at the crash site of Rawr 03 
some time later. Here they picked up the Night Stalkers arid SEkLs. One 
would assume that this combined force would have taken off toward 
Takur Ghar but instead they headed to Gardea. There h a  been 
speculation that the combined weight made the helicopter unsuitabIe 
for proper maneuvering. Whatever the reason, orders, injuries or weight 
restrictions, Razor 04 with five SEAL teammates of Roberts and TSgt 
Chapman eventually departed to return to the mountaintop. A question 
does remain; if headquarters knew of Roberts' fall shartly after 0300hrs, 
why had a quick reaction farce (QW) not been sent immediately? The s,ll.,, ,*& I,, 
scenario was reminiscent of one nearly 10 yean earlier when a Qm Amhanirtan w W. 

made up of Rangers and 
Delta endued an l&hour 
fire-fight in Somalia after 
a helicopter had been 
downed by RPG fire. It 
took two hours from 
the time of his fall until 
Razor 04 axrived near the 
mountain. Surely other 
SEAL& or Coalition forces 
such as Danish special 
operations forces could 
have been flown in under 
cover of air support, The 
answer may have been 
that logistically it was 
difficult to provide ad- 
ditional resources as the 
US military at this point 
was already stretched to 
its limits. I - -- 



Naval m i a l  Wllrfare lorn 
practlm close-quarter tMftle 
techniques. It bas k w m e  more 
common lor 8EALe to conduct 
lonmmwi  wonnai-nce 
and combat patrob in land- 
locked countria such as 
Afghanistan. 

In any event, Razor 04 decided that landing at the base of the 
mountain was unacceptable as the difficult ascent would take more 
hours and steal whatever hope they were holding on to fa chdr buddy's 
well-being. Time was of the essence. Their only real chance of SUCCe86 

was to reinsert in the same proximity of where Razor 03 had taken 
intense enemy fire. At about 0500 local time, Razor 04 approached the 
tfLZ, atop Takur Ghar, Despite enemy fire cutting through the MH-4?E, 
aIl six members of what had been a "recce" element were safely inserted, 
and the helicopter, although damaged, returned to base. 

With light approaching, the six men moved toward the last known 
position of their comrade on the high ground. A number of trees dotted 
the high ground but the two most prominent features were a large rock 
formation and a tree. As the special operations unit advanced on this 
area, Chapman and another SF& from SE;AL Team Six engaged two 
enemy personnel fortified near the tree and lulled them. Immeditely 
Chapman was gunned down from a bunker position about 20m away. 
The Americans engaged the bunker with small a r m s  fire and grenades, 
During the brief encounter, two SE9Ls were wounded by shrapnel and 
gunfire. Having suffered 50 percent casualties, the team withdrew as the 
alQaeda and Taliban fighters engaged them from several locations. Two 
more of the enemy were killed during the retreat down the northeast of 
the mountain peak as an AG130, GRIM 32, provided requested fire 
support from one of the SEALS. The two wounded commandos took the 
point during the movement. The SEAls requested immediate assistance. 
An- Force cammando John Chapman's body was left on the mountaintop. 

There has been recent decumentation that Chapman was not killed 
upon being shot. Indeed, Sean Naylor argues in his book Not a Good 
Day to Dk that none of the SEALS physically checked on the shot AF 
operator. Instead, as the DEVGRU SEALS retreated down the mountain 
with their wounded, John Chapman continued the fight. As subsequent 
Predator footage shows, Chapman entered a bunker and defended it 
against several al-Qaeda fighters who assaulted h e  bunker, ultimately 

killing him. Seemingly 
when the SEAL 1ead;er 
glanced at Chapman, the 
dead body on the ground 
was in fact Neil Roberts - 
not John Chapman who 
continued to assault 
through the abj ec five . 

As the situation around 
Takur Ghar unfolded with 
Razor 04 inserting SEALS, 
an Army Ranger QRF was 
ordered to move to Gardez 
and be an standby for 
possible deployment. This 
was to position them closer 
to the fight, within 15 
minutes' response time. 
The QXF was assigned to 
the Night Stalkers' MH- 



47Es, Razar 01 and Razor 02. Razor 01 e a n i d  
ten Rangers and three Air Force corn- 
marldas, one enlisted tactical air rontrbller, 
a combat cofitroller, and a pararescueman. 
Razor 02 carried ten Rangers. 

Although today? military forces tend to be 
micromanaged, surprisingly the QW had 
almost no idea as to the situation that caused 
the chain of events unfolding in Erant of the 
very eyes of headquarters personnel. The 
Department of Defense states that 'the 
QW had little knowledge about what was 
actually happening on Takur Ghar due to v e v  

A - -  - 
limited communications." The most baffling 
aspect of this fight is simply that the most technologically adtanced thts vrdeo pleture is fmm 

military in the wodd was not capable of effectively cornhunicating with D m  f o e ,  taken 

its unirs - although headquarters personnel as far away as the United *mew*w '' 
ca~rylng the Rangstst qulck 

States codd %'iew footage from ib unmanned reconnaissance aircraft. -, ,* to ,, ,, 
The priorities were dearly not in the best inwrest of the man r;m the ~ ~ b ~ * ~  dot dmn on - 
ground fighhg far his life. During the flight to Gardez, the hard- 
pressed SEALS who were withdrawing from tht mountaintop requested 
immediate assistance., The six-man team had one killed and two 
wounded by this time, a 50 percent casualty rate, and were quickly 
rudning our of ammunition. According to official records, headquarters 
had approved the request and ordered @e two helicopters to a nearby 
Iokatioion, an "offset" HLZ, h t  not &e same landing zone where Razoa 
03 and 04 had previously encountered problems. Due to intermittenfly 
functioning aircraft c~mrnunications equipment> the Rangers and 
helicopter crews never received the "offset" h s t f u c d m s  which also 
hampered attempts to provide tactical situational awareness to the QRF 
commander aboard Razor 01. Communications problems also plagued 
headquarters' attempts to determine the true condition of the SEAL 
team and their exact locatifin. The Rangers continued on phn, belidng 
that the SEALS were still located on top of Takur Ghw, proceeding to the 
same location where both 

BIw. On ?lnhr.l appro& R was 
~ I I  on rl@M a~d'e by a rocket- 
pmpalbd grenade, and by Omall 
a m  flm fmm t h m  dlmSlons. 

The m a  1 opmatbnm durtng 
O m o n  Anaronde, uhOWIRg 
the Impurhw ol the 
mmtahtop d %Kur Qhdf as a 
vantap. point. What rtarted out 
hem &a an w m l h  to tnwrt a 
teoonnalmmame team tumd iW 
a nm-tbht rll wMeh Amorlcm 
-la1 iames etadlM wWi 
surmlngly welldledpllned 
guermw puttiw up orgsnkd 
renisbn-, 

Razors 03 and 84 had taken 
enemy fire: At a b u t  0545 
local, Razors 0 1 and 02 flew 
towards the Takur Ghar 
landing zone. 

Nearly thee hours after 
Navp S E a  Roberts had 
fallen out d the helicopter, 
a more suitably sized force, 
instead of the smaller SEAL 
m m ,  was about to descend 
into a prepared squad of al- 
Qaeda and Taliban Fightem 
who had fortified positions 
to fight from. And they 
knew from yean af 
guerrilla warfare chat the 



NSW lorme commonly purchase 
clvlllan-manufactud gear as 
designm are more innovative 
then standard isus items. 

Americans would return for Roberts, dead or alive. It was inta these 
conditions that an unaware quick reaction force was about to enter. 

Daylight was approaching as Ramr 01 approached the HLZ from the 
south. On final approach, an RPG round exploded on the right side of 
the helicopter, while small arms fire peppered it from three directim. 
By this time, constant surveillance was sending live footage back to 
headquarters. The footage clearly shows the impact of the grenade 
round which subsequently forces the pilots into evasive action. 
Seemingly, the Chinook sustained enough damage to execute a 
contt-alled crash landing, dropping the last loft, in which the pilots were 
injured. The right side minivnner, Sergeant Phil Wtak, opened fire 
but was hit by an AK47 round and died h o s t  immediately. The 
helicopter nose was pointing up the hill toward the main enemy 
bunkers, where TSgt Chapman had been killed. 

Undoubtedly most of the crew were knocked around during the 
crash but managed to get back on their feet to exit the ramp of the 
helicopter. Fmerny small arms fire raked the fuselage, killing one Ranger 
inside and another two as they began to emerge from the ramp. One of 
the Rangers killed a nearby enemy combatant as the Rangers formed a 
perimeter around the rear of the Chinook. The pilots escaped through 
the front windows of the crippled helicopter. On footage several fighters 
can be seen running around the snow-covered area as Rangers are said 
to have killed another two guerrillas, one with an RPG. Using standard 
infantry tactics and training, the men attempted to assault the enemy 
bunker near the top of the hill, but were unable to do so. Too 
small a force, against probably twice their number, the Rangers .+: 
must have realized that their position might be overrun. 

+ 

p 
&. 

Rather than launching an assault, the Rangkrs consolidated . 23 
their position, utilizing nearly every member of the aircraft ,z 
to help redistribute ammunition and aid in the overall 
defense, Razor 01's kr Force CCT succtssfully called for 
fire on enemy positions to within 50m of their own location. 
By OVOOhrs the QW was no longer in danger of king overrun 
as the aerial support proved its worth and the number of al- 
Qaeda and Taliban fighters was probably no more than a handful 
by this time. 

Sometime shortly after the first QRF helicopter was shot down, 
Razor 02 was ordered to land in a safer area. for further instruction. 
As the situation grew more desperate around Takur Ghar, with half 
the QRF dead or wounded a d  n SJZAL team still 
struggling against a few tenacious fighters, the 
second chalk of ~e QlW force was inserted 800m 1 
east and 2,000ft below the mountaintop. Requests 
by the beleaguered SEAL team, located about 
1,000m below the top, for the Rangers to come to 
their aid were rejected as the situation was less 
immediate than that of the special forces element 
atop the mountain, who were still in danger of 
being overrun at this time. Razor 02's single 
Navy SEAL slogged his way toward his comrades 
as the Rangers headed toward their objective. 
Few people realize the extreme difficulties in 



much more' diffkblt to 
take, every breath a 
struggle. The snow was up 
to 3ft: deep in places and 
that, combined with the 
weight of uniform and 
equipment, made this a 
daunting task. Unfortu- 
nately for some of the 
Rangers, many of them 
wore "snivel" gear against 
the cold and now were 
paying the price for it, 
overheating during the 
arduous climb to the top. 
As rime went by and the 
men became more ex- 
hausted, they decided to 
throw out their back Kevlar 
plate, part of the Ranger body armor. But first they had to receive 
permission from headquarters! Officlal sources say the Rangers were 
also under htav mortar barrage. The climb lasted two to three hours 
and it was 1030hrs before they consolidated into their position around 
the helicopter. The brutish climb took its toll; but the special forces 
team drew up hasty plans to assault and eliminate rhe threat barely 50m 
in front of them. 

The Air Force C m  called in a Iast airmike on h e  enemy bunkers 
and, with Wo machine guns providing suppression fire, seven Rangers 
storrued the hill as quickly as they could in the kneedeep snow, shooting 
and throwing grenades. The attack lasted only a few minutes and Etllled 
several enemy personnel. 
The bodies of Roberts and 
Chapman were discovered 
in a pillbox or bunker- 
type fortification. Having 
secured the immediate 
area, the Americans moved 
their position to the very 
top of the mountain 
and reconsolidated their 
peiimeter. Unfortunately, 
their position w expsed 
to fire from another 
ridgeIine a few hundred 
meters away, wounding 
two more soldiers. More 
airstrikes were called in, 
finally either killing the 
enemy or forcing them 
to retreat. 

CamouRagm neMm dsautses 
P S€AL hWmaltm In mountaln 
terrain in Afgllanlrtan, 2002. 

The hanh -In and clImuW 
oi #ghanlstan am nM hmaa 
commonly -led wlth Havy 
8- It wam up bmln slmllar 
to thls that a slnpk Navy SEAL 
a l w  hlr way toward hls 
comrabss durlng the t?@M Pn 
TaWur Bhar amld anow tt~ai was 
up to & deep In PI- 



The rarrechp of C h i d  Razor 
01 on W r  Ohm When the 
aircrell was hR the plkts carded 
out a controlled tmsh lading, 
durlng whloh fh Chlnoak 
droppnd t h  last 10Pt on to the 
mountat-. The right l id8 
mlnl-gunnmr opmnad fim but w u  
hit by an AK47 round md d k d  
am& lmm-1% 

Membm ol Swclnl Beat Team 
mnty -mo (sm w show 
thelr ~pabll lt lea at Stennls, 
Mlmlwlppl, on October 23, 
2003, as they pracUcl narrow 
rlwr bench & M i n o  undar 
h o d k  t in  condmona. SBT 22% 
main task C to d u c t  woclal 
operatlorn In r b r l n e  
~ n v l r o n ~ .  8paclal Wadare 
Combatant~mti Crewmen 
(SWCC) operate m d  melntaln 
the stated-theart, high- 
performanm bomb and ah tp  
u& to sup* Navy $EAb 
and npaclnl o p m t h a  rnhions. 
WS Mow photo) 

Fienior Airman Jason 
Cunniq-gham, &t Airhm 
 an, &*atually 
died of his wounds after 
re$i&atld calIs for em- 
sg,ncy medewcs were* 
dwid by headquktds. 
~ h p .  cx.plana&n For this 
de- wmat cfiq did 
not want to xi& other 
helicopy3 ggLih4 shot 
dawn during daylight 
& u s d  that t& emmy @r 
defense ground 
@~uahq in bhe Q£ 

Ghar did lend I i@ h) ~~~ &flight 

hikhpi&. TM. isoh&& 
special forces 'team had to wah fhr d g l d a l l  Spur& mmmr and 
small arms *e kept tku busy, 

h a t  be- gkep to ahx -can a d  CsaUou s p ~ , d  
fniCks &:tha p w e d  in &e mi&@ $quests tlsmughout he, day ts 
kip their c m p d m  ap m'w. l b i i r d  upciu: h & e d s  a€ 
al*& a d  miban figl;ters &+ *ed 60 hwe be- l$ld:. 

- S u b e q w l  i-*w re<&aled that these numb& w&e ptohaw wt 

a c w  at all, butlharimteadmaybe a few dozen w p e  &Led 
18hom aker N a ~ ~ ~ h r f s ~  outat= Ghar a d  

triggered t& dqpemte ~rqcue. -mSk the &l&d Off h 
m ~ u &  with everyone an hoard, dead and alive, 

O ~ ~ d ~ ~ k 1 4 w m d a  m- &r b, 



lMsur Q b r  Hmlins 
March 2 US commanden plan to insert 

commandos atop 10,4QDB 
Takw Ghar. The towering 
offers a clear view of acthities in the 
~ l l e y s  below. 

March 3 Two MH47E Chinook helicopters 
take off late at night from Gardez, 
dozens of miles away. Their mission 
is to insert SEAL teams for obser- 
vation posts. 

March 4 
0300hrs One Chinook approaches its 

helicopter landing zone atop Takur 
Ghar and is hit by RPG and small 
arms fire. Evasive action causes 
Navy SEAL Neil Roberts to fall out. 

030M500hrs Roberts is killed by 4-Qaeda and 
Taliban fighters. 

0500hrs The other members of Roberts' 
team, wha have boarded another 
Chinook, advance on Takur Ghar 
and are driven off. Air Force Technical Sergeant John 
Chapman is killed and his body left behind. 

0545hrs Another Chinook carrying a quick reaction force (QRF) 
is shot down on the mountain. A number are wounded 
a d  four killed. 

Q7OOhrs The Rangers consolidate their positions and are no 
longer in danger of being overrun. The second half of the 
QRF climb up the mountain. 

1030hrs The combined QRF attacks enemy positions and recovers 
the bodies of Chapman and Roberts. 

2015!a~~ Night-time evacuation, Another special forces member 
bleeds to death as headquarters refuses daylight evacw 
adan. Arrive at fhrdez one b u r  later. 

NAW m L E D  IN ACTION 1983-2003 

Grenada, 1983 
Four SEALS were killed during Operation Urgent Fu?y, the invasion of 
Grenada. Unable to carry out what should have been a Stindard naval 
commando infiltration, the insertion of f r o p e n  via submarine, the 
SEALS had to make a night-time parachute jump, their task made all the 
more hazardous by deteriorating weather, the unpredictability of the sea, 
and their heavy gear. n o s e  who d ~ e d  were Machinist Mate First Class 
Kenneth J. Butcher; Q u a r t e m ~ t e r  First Class Kwrin E. Lundberg; 
Senior Chief Engineman Robert R. Schmberger; and Hull Technician 
First Class Stephea L, Morris. 

Panama, 1989 
During Operation Just C&use, the invasion of Panama intended to oust its 
leader Manuel Noriega, Nay  SEALS were caught in a fire-fight at Patilla 

US Maw SEAL Noit R m ,  dl, 
of Woodland, Catllomta, during 
hls mval sewtee. He died 
surrounded by al-Qada a d  
Taliban fig- after b l n g  
stranded alone on top d rakur 
Qhar, Afghanistan, on M w h  4, 
2002. The wbwqueni dght on 
the mountain Elrlmed th! liw 
of alx othsr US 8ervilpemen. 



A lamHy photograph of Navy 
SEAL Chlef H w p M  Corpsmen 
MattheW J. W r g w l s ,  M, from 

I Tallahmwm, no* ehlef 
I ~wrrgm~ uver rta~onod In 

WHoIk, Vlrglnls, and daphybd 
to AtghmlNn In suppofl of 
Operation MMng fmadom. 
~e was killed on wadnosday, 
March 27,2002. 

FAR RtGHT M v y  P h W m  
Mate 1st CIms FWIy Mfl-r 
Oavlrl M. m r ,  32, Imm 
Camden G w n u  Naw domay, 
was latally wounded In 
Afghanistan on A q p A  20,2000. 

airport. Those who died were Lieutenant John Connwrs, Chief Petty 
Officer (ENC) Donald McFaul: Torped~man's Mate 2nd Class Issac 
Rodriguez; and Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Chris Tilghman. 

A f w  
Among those killed were Interior Communications Electrician 1st 
Class Thomas E. Retzer, 30, wounded after his convoy made contact I 
with enemy forces outside Gardez during Operation Endurivg Freedom. 
He was transported to Bagram Air Base hospital, where he died of his 
wounds. Retzer, who wag part of a Virginia Beach-based SJLU team, was I 

a 1 byear veteran. 
Navy Photographer's Mate 1st Class Petty Officer David M. Tapper, 32, 1 

a member of a Virginia Beachbased SE4L team, was fatally wounded in 
2003 after his convoy made contact w i h  enemy forces near Orgun, in 
Paktika Province. He was taken ta Bagram Air Base hospital where he 
died. Tapper was a 1 $year veteran. 

Chief Hospital Corpsman MatthewJ. Bourgeois, 35, was killed in 2002 
while conducting small unit training at a remote location near 
Qwdahar. Stationed in Norfolk, Virginia, Chief Bourgeois was killed 
after apparently stepping on an merny land mine. 

OPERATION llRAQI FREEDOM 

The largest number of SEALS and Special Warfare Combatant Craft 
Crewmen (SWCC) in history was deployed during the invasion of Iraq. 
NSW forces conducted numerous special reconnaissance and direct 
action missions. They secured the southern oil infrastructures of the A1 
Faw peninsula and the offshore gas and oil terminals; cIeared the Rhawr 
Abd Allah and Khawr Az Zubayr waterways and enabled unmolested 
access to the vital port city of Umm Qasr. Other missions included 
reconnaissance of the Shat A1 Arab waterway; the capture of high-value 
targets, raids on suspected chemical, biological and radiological sites; 
and the first POW rescue since World War Two. 
The Sun Die& Unim-Rhne's Jim Crawley wrote a more detailed 

article on the missions conducted by NSW farces during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, on June 27,2003: 



SEAL Team Three and 44 
Cornmaildo on a jolnt training 
exemin0 In Kuwait 
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"The Iraq war, coming on the heels of the special operations- 
dominated Operation EndukgFreedom in Afghanistan, showed how the 
Navy's special-warfare units c ~ u l d  become key players in a full-scale mr, 
said C m a n d e r  Kerry Metz, who planned many of the SEALS' Iraq 
missions. In Operation Desert S t m ,  the first war with Iraq, the S U  
were peripheral to the main action, said $ehibler, who served in that 
conflict. This time, 'we were very central' to the war effort, he said, 
Nearly 250 SEALA were deployed in md around. Iraq - the largest 
single deployment since Vietnam. In all, about 500 naml specid- 
warfare personnel, including special crewmen who operated high-speed 
boats that transport commandos, intelligence and communications 
specialists and even a public affairs officer, were sent to Kuwait and Iraq. 
'The missions were such that they required more forces than we 
customarily were used to operating with, and having more forces gave 
us.. . the ability to sustain operations and conduct multiple owrations 
simultaneously,' Schibler said. 
"In the past, special operations forces have supported conventioaal 

troops, undertaking unusual or dangerous missions with little or no 
assistance from regular troops. However, in Iraq, conventional fasces 
assisted the SEALS, Schibler said. 'We had incredible support from the 
regular, big Navy, from ships, helicopters, planes, other support aircraft, 
even a (British) Royal Marine commando group, surveillance platforms,' 
he said." 

The San D i p  Unwn-T7dbum7s Jim Crawley continued: "The capture of 
a northern Iraq dam brought together a mixed group of forces, including 
US Air Farce aircraft and Polish commandos, under the SEALS' 
command. Military comrnandcrs worried h a t  Mukarayin D m  could be 
sabotaged. 'There was no burning activity at the dam, but you have this 
big, fat target,' Schibler said. 'It was just sitting thew until wmeone 
decides to blow it up or opens up the floodgates, flooding Baghdad.' 
After planning and rehearsing the takeover for several days, the 
commandos crarnmed inside gcveral Pave Low special operations 
helicopters far a uearly fivehour flight kom their Kuwait base to the 
dam. On the way, each helicopter had to be refueled in midair by a KC 
130 tanker. It waa during the rappel that the commandos' only casualty of 
the war occurred. A Polish soldier feu, breaking his leg. 

"While the dam seizure was one of the final acts during the major 
combat phase of the war, the W and their Polish allies also 
participated in one of the first actions of the war. In simuhneous 
attacks an the war's first night, using helicopters and high-speed boats 
crewed by sailors f r m  Coronado's N a d  Amphibious Ba-e, SEALS and 
Grams captured Iraq's two offshore oil terminals in the northern 
Persian GuK two valve stations, and a pipeline and pumping facility 
onshore. The operation prevented the Iraqis from blowing up the 
critical oil structures, which would have polluted the Persian Gulf and 
slowed reconstruction. 

"After the oil terminals were taken, the S W  and h a t  crews switched 
jobs, clearing a path for warships and cargo vessels into Iraq. Lieutenant 
Jake.Hel1er said that for aght days, he led a small flotilla of highspeed 
Mark V craft and 3Sft long, rigid hulled inflatable boats in the narrow 
Khawr Az Zubayr waterway that conneca Umm @sr, Iraq's only deep 
water port, to the Persian Gulf. 'Our mission was the clearance of the 



waterway,' Heller said. It 
I .  wasn't an easy task. The 

SEALS captured several 
vesseh loaded with mines, 
including hard-[detect 
Italian Mantra mines that 
could have sunk US or 
British warships. The 
estuary a graveyard of 
derelict hulls - about 100 
vessels, many rusted and 
partially submerged. Each 
vessel, whether a manned 
fishing dhow or a rusted 
hull, had to be searched, 
Heller said. 

"Tides rose and fell a 
dozen feet, exposing dan- 
gerous shoals. Tall reeds 

1 concealed the shoreline. 
Then, while a aiant dust storm blanketed Iraq, forcing the ground war to Undar *my fire condltlons, 

a standstill, gakorce  winds of 55 knots bu&ted the3F&' small, open 
craft. 'Those guys were getting battered,' Heller said. 'We thyre in enemy 

I tenitory with death squads taking shots at us and with limited or no 

I visibility, A Iittle bad luck either way and things could have been ugly..' 
The spdal-boat crewmen, who were recognized only 18 months ago as a 
separate N a ~ y  specialty, showed their worth in Iraq, Heller said. 'The 
special-boat-team community is young, and we're still growing and 
developing and becoming more professional. I think we took some leaps 
and bounds.' 

"The larger SEAL community also got a boost from the war, the 
officers said, because more special operators are now combat veterans. 
'It provided our guys with experience in this sort of very, very fuzzy 
simatian,' Schibler said. The conflict 'showed a lot of our younger 
operators that (warfare) is not all black-and-white. The bad guys aren't 
all black-and-white. The missions aren't alI black-and-white.'" 

SEAL TERMINQLOOY 

6320 A basic Combat Swimmer or BUD/S graduate 
5326 Designation for a Trident wearer 
ASDS Advanced SEAL Delivery System. A "dry" mini-submersible that 

transports a SEAL sq&d from a host platform, either surface ship 
or submarine, to an objective area 

Bottom sample Collecting sail sample of bottom surface to test 
suitability for amphibious vehicles. Usually conducted within 21ft. 
of beach as boats or vehicles will not get stuck that far out 

Brown shirt A BUD/S student who is post Hell Week, sometimes 
called a brown skirt 

Bull frog Most senior frog, in terms of time in senise, not rank 
CQB/CQC Close-quarters combat 

Special Boat h a m  h n t y  Two 
(SBT 22) peorsnnel undergo 
tmlnlng on narrow river 
beach mxtraction at Siwnll, 
Mlssiasippi, on Octobr 28, 
2003. 8peclal W m r e  
~(irnbbtant-emfi Cmwrnen 
(SWCQ locus on clandsatlne 
Inilltratlan and oxtraction of 
SLALB and other np.CIBI 
operetlons farces, pmvfdlnpl 
d d i c a t d ,  taptd mWllty In 
shalbw water amas as well 
as oped W-t emlmnments. 
(US Wavy photo) 



CQD Closequarten defense 
CRRC Combat Rubber Raiding Craft, also known as ZBird, Duck, 

Rubber Duck, Z d k ,  F-470 Zodiac 
Dive Mask Not goggles 
DW Desert Patrol Vehicle, Rat Patrol 
W e r  LAR, German underwater rebreather, dosed circuit scuba 
Drop dom hsume the push-up position but also used jokingly 

between teammaw when someone makes a mistake 
Dry Deck Shelter The DDS hangar module will be flooded, 

pressurized to the surrounding sea pressure, and a large door is 
opened to allow for launch and recovery of the vehicle 

EBER Escape and evade, evade and recover 
Fathom Six feet is one fathprn 
Fm Not flippers 
Get wet and sandy A Sugar Coolue (see below) 
GOPLATS Gas/oil platforms 
Grinder Parade field, slang for center of BUD/S compound 
Helo Not chopper 
HGear Standard H harness-type web gear 
Hook a d  dimb Boarding a moving ship by &bing up a narrow 

aturninurn ladder 
H O O W  Navy SEAL war cry equivalent to the Rangers' Hooah or 

Marines' O o d  
Hyrlro(pphic) Recon Coastal recanndance, usually csnduc ted 

from the . 3 1 / p  fathom curve up to the high water mark. Underwater 
hydro work would be normally conducted wirb scuba gear. There 
are two different types of hydros - combat or admin (noncombat). 

* . -  - Hydro Recon can be conducted perpendicular or parallel, to the area 
IBS Inflatable boat small, old-school UDT rubber boat, used today 

but only by B m / S  students 
Jacob's ladder Rope ladder, tossed off the ramp end d a helo 
JQ& Up/Jocked Up Get gear on, get suited up 
&Duck Kangaroo, refers to an inflated zodiac or other boat being 

attached by a D i n g  to the bottom of a helicopter for transportation 
Rnock'em Out Do push-ups until the instructor gets tired 
LRad Line Used to measure water's surhce 
Limp Duck Boat is carried inside a he10 and inflated in water 
Wpet  Underwater mine attached to the underside of a ship, Can 

effectively carried by a combat swimmer. 'Iko limpets per swimmer. 
C ~ P  be attached to harbor areadpiers 

NAVSPECWAR Naval Special Warfare 
Niland "The land of Nye", west coast desert mining facility 
OBM Outboard motor 
OTB Over-thebeach 
OTH Over-the-horizon 
k e  Up/- U p  First day of First Phase, o f f i d  class start 
PLO Patrol leader's order 
RIUE Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat 
Ring Out To "ring the bell" at BUD/S when m attendee wants to 

quit or drop on request 
San Clemente bland 'The Rock", Camp Huey, where no one hears 

your screams 
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#3?W &eW E w  IkTAug4 &zf4a horn sa9.1Soat D t i w  Qr @$~m. Re. 
or 8Tack S h e  i d  a slang ~i%& B r  a se@w Navy fl&t p n ,  A.WP 
SEAL c;in W Diver @k w M a l e  whIcb &&Wtb the Naval 
ATliation c&munity, sarneiim& referred tb as B m d h u e s  

Sfw $EbU &liwv&& 
SAL Tridenf wq Team Guy, -urg&~rogman 
w m d  w just,'Sb I%ighway hpdd &a& and 

Cmm&u 
- m a q % a w -  m jmpw. ~ ~ n ~ m ~ ~ ~  
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THE PLATES 
A:US NAVY SEALS 1988-a084 
A1 : BUD/S student 
The first step in beoomtng a Navy SEAL is the arduous 
Basrc Underwater Demolrtion course in Callforn~a fhis 
student wear$ his basic BOW, In his principal training 
environment -water. 
A2: US Naw SEAL 
This US Navy SE4L weam stmdard woodland partern 
DBDUs with a modular load bearing vest. He is armed with 
an M-4 carbine, 
A3: Special Warfare Combatant Craft Crewman 
Although these men are not SEALs, they acttvely support 
SE4L misstons throughout the world, 
A4: Naval Spg~ial Warfare Command badge 
A& The Navy SEAL Trident 
The Navy SEAL Trident is also known as the "Budweiser" 
as the rnsignia looks sim~lar to the loso of the American 
beer manufacturer, fhis insignia is awarded to fully-fledged 
rnemkn of SEAL teams. 
A& SEAL Team 1 Af: ST 2 A8: ST 3 A0: ST 4 AlO: ST 5 
A l l :  ST 6 (DevGru) A12: ST 7 &la: ST 8 A14: ST 10. 

6: GRENADA OCTOBER 1998, OPIRATIDN 
URGENT FURY 
01: Navy SEAL, wlnter battledress 
The Navy SEAL on the left wears the relatively new wlnter 
battledress uniform (BDU) In tha woodland pattern. Tho 
summer BDUs are made much lighter, The trouser l q s  are 
loose and rolled up. He carrles a canvas H-harness 
Configuration wRk additional ammunition pouches. Canvas 
tends fo disintegrate m wet cltmartos. 
82: Navy SEAL 
Over his BDU, this SEAL wears the traditional nylon webgear 
based on tho Alice system. The Vietnam-wa Jungle boot 
was etmdard issue for milrtary forces and featured a mud- 
resistant sole as well as a maal $ole inwrt to combat 
bamboo spikes commonly associated with booby traps 
during the war In Vietnam. He carries the MI8  standard 
infantry rifle for the US military with a 20-round rnagazind. 

83: BTR 60 APC 
This armored personnel carrier was the first in the line of 
Russian eigt~t-wheeled APCo and was fimt devdoged in 'the 
late 1950s. Although continually ~mproved upon by a 
succession of different APCs, tl contlnuod to exist until the 
Warsaw Pact. The BfR 60 was the standard mechanizd 
vehicle for ground troop. 
84: Faet-roping 
SEAL$ fast-roping out of a Black Hawk helicopter. At the time 
the Black Hawk was considered top $@wet and replaced t!?@ 
ageing Huey although only specid operations units used 
them in the early 19803. Fat-roping also replaw the more 
traditional insertion method of rappelling, wrfected by 
s ~ j a l  f o m  wits during the Vietnam War. Fast-roping has 
undergone a few changes. At times ~t was discouraged to 
use the f e t  and the individual woutd Simply grab on to the 
nylon rope, push out and I&k hie arms, aJlowlng we~ght and 
gravity to do the rest. However, fast-roping with heavier gear 
such as bcdy armor and machine guns was far more diff~cult. 
Whatever the technique, mass fast-roping, four or five men 
on a Single rope, Is usually drfficult and safety measures have 
hen introdumd in an effort to rea~ injurim in training. 
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6 I OPERATION ENBURIN0 FREEDOM, forces member. Besides, the local population would 
AFQHANISTAN, 2002 probably have an excellent intelligence system in ptam. 
E l :  Desert Patrol Vehide Es: Navy SEAL, desert camouflage 
Thg DPV is an excellent means of high-sped transportation/ This SEAL is dresW in the now familiar three-pattern desert 
patrolling. The vehicle can be equipped with o vari$ty of eam~uflage uniform with a broad-rimmed boonie hat. Note 
weapons, making it an excellent weapons platform. his headset beneath the headgear. 
Nonetheles~, dangers are profound when traveling at night E6: Member of Danish speclal operations forces 
and at high speeds, During Operation Desert Storm at least Denish special operations f o w  have enjoyed a particularly 
one special owrations forms member was seriously injured close relationship with their American counterparts. T h g  
when his vehicle landed awkwardly. Navy $& attend acted & a  stand-by quick reaction force during the Battle of 
different driving schools to enhance their ability to handle a Takur Char but were not deployed. 
variety of vehicles. 
E2: Civilian vehicle 
There are times when $pKiel forces units use civilian 
vehicles in their combat operations. There have k e n  *ports 
of vehicles being marked with United Nations logos. 
E3: Soldler, German specia l  operations forces 
German special operations forces participated in several 
combat patrols with Navy SEALS, The recent Global War 
on Terrorism has seen an enormous increase in allied 
special operations cooperation. German units have acquired 
an excellent reputation within the special operations 
Community, Ahhaugh they have taken part in hostage 
rescue missions, this is the firat time German forces have 
participated in combat operations since World War II. 
E4: Navy SEAL disguised as an Afghan fightor 
Although to the untrained eye at a distance these disguises 
m y  work, the tell4aIe sign 01 high-speed gear and 
weaponry make it clear that this is a special operations 

The variety of SEAL gear and unlforms s k n  hBd 
dsmonstratmm the great latitude givsn to NSW mreoo o w r  
#elr personal pquipmh. The fesi and furfow natum of 
mo8t mpeeial opwtbns  rnlwhm ha8 led to the practl- 
of attaching pouches to body armor ta double as webgear. 
Thls mn make It dlmoult for the W L  to uhug19 Ute ground 
amid memy fins. 

F: TAKUR GHAR, OPERATION ANACONDA, 
MARCH 2002 
Hypothetical rccrmtion of the d&perat@ attempt by a small 
SEAL team to gain a foothold atop Takur Ghar in 
Afghanistan. SEAL commando Neil Roberts has by this 
time been kllled and draggd off to a nearby bunker. 
Approximately 12 al-Bada and Taliban fighters were 
spread around the small saddle t ~ p  of the mountain in 
antielpation thatthe Americans, would send relief forces. 
One of these fighters is wen in the foreground (Fl). The 
diPficult terrain and small numbers of SEAL operators made 
their t ~ k  nearly impm~ble blrt the ddication of the men 
to their missing comrade is commendable and should be 
expectd of all men in war. Seemingiy no other force was 
available to augment the SEALS. H reinforcing them w& 
unsuitable then any diversionary "false" insertion might 
have bzen helpful, although tlme was of the essence and 
any complex plan would have taken up pmciaus time. At 
this Wint, N a y  $Wt R o w  had been lost for over two 
hours. Many of the SEALs are wearing white carnoflaoue, 
but others, includ~ng Technical Sergeant John Chapman, 
the Air Force combat controller (W, are d w d  in dent7 
cammies. Chapman is carrying a rucksack with his 
communications gear ne&s$.a1y for m-ordlnating air 
support. He is firing an M4. 
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After the United States' failures 
in spedal operations missions 
d w i q  the late 1970s, a 
dedsion was made to revamp 
its unconventional milltary 
capabilities. The subsequent 
reorganization in 1983 created 
the SEALS as they are known 
today, and later the all- I 

e n c o m ~  -and for 1 
US special 0 ~ t i 0 l l s  forces 
under whi* they operate. 
Since then, these Navy Special 
Warfare (NSW) forces have 
operated in Grenada, the 
Persian Gulf, Somalia, and 
Bosnia. NSW units have also 
participated in Operation 
~ F ~ i n  
Afghanistan and Operation I 

Irii  Freedom. This book looks 
at the ogmhtion, ttaMng, i 
equipment, and missions of 
the US Navy SEALS since their 
redesignation until the recent 
conflict in the Gulf. 
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