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SCREEN BLACK

STEVE (V. Q)
Everyday |I'’m faced with
choi ces...choices that | believe to
be the right ones, choices that
seemto have the opposite affect
that I plan themto have.

FADE | N:

EXT. FRONT YARD OF THREE BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE 9: 30 PM

STEVE
Wl | peopl e should be showi ng up
anyti ne.

STEPHEN
Do you think nmany people will show
up?

STEVE
I hope so. | told Becky to invite
a bunch of people. | just hope we
make the noney back that | spent on
t he keg.

EXT. FRONT YARD OF THREE BEDROOM TOMNHOUSE 9: 33 PM
Peopl e start to show up...

DR. JEFFERSON (V. O.)
Steven, why don’t we start at your
chi | dhood?

CUT TGO

| NT. PSYCHI ATRI ST OFFI CE
Steve lay on the doctors couch tal ki ng about his problens.

STEVE
How far back in nmy chil dhood shoul d
| start?

DR. JEFFERSON

Lets try the beginning. As far
back as you can renenber.

FADE TGO



EXT. BACKYARD AT STEVE' S HOUSE | N SOUTH SACRAMENTO CALI FORNI A
ARQUND 5: 30 PM

A man and a worman can be heard arguing in the background.
Steve, four years old and his younger brother Anthony three
years old stand on their tip-toes peeking into their parents
bedr oom wi ndow.

I NT. PARENTS BEDROOM

RANDY

Goddami t, where the FUCK is it?
ERI CA

| don't know
RANDY

Bul l shit! | had the baggy in ny

vest pocket when |I before | got in
t he shower and now it’s gone?

ERI CA

RANDY
...You know what? | saw you cone
in bathroomand take it out of ny
vest, now where the fuck is it?

ERI CA
I snorted it is that what you
wanted to hear. If you just would

have givin ne sone when | asked
woul dn't have stole it from you

RANDY
You know I’mselling this shit to
feed our kids don't you? And your
gonna put our food noney up your
nose?

Randy sl aps the shit out of Erica.
Erica start crying and apol ogi zi ng.

Steve and Anthony start crying when they see their nother
crying.



DR. JEFFERSON (V. O.)
Did this type of thing always
happen as you were growi ng up?

CUT TGO

I NT. PSYCHI ATRI ST OFFI CE

STEVE
To tell you the truth I have a hard
time renenbering ny childhood. Al
| really knowis it was rough
growing up. Fromny birth till |
was about 9 | was constantly around
drugs, but no matter what happened
I know nmy nother and father |oved
me and ny brother very nuch.
Especially my grandnot her.

DR. JEFFERSON
VWhat i s her nane?

STEVE
Alberta. | would | ove getting out
of South Sac to go to ny
grandnot hers house in O angeval e.
Her house was so nuch fun. She had
a chicken coop and a big gol den
retriever. One of ny best friends
lived next door. Justin Madden.
He was a cool kid with a short
tenper. After ny nother and father
got a divorce. Me and ny brother
had to live with ny nom which
probably wasn't the best choice.

FADE TGO

EXT. Cl TRUS HEI GHTS CALI FORNI A
Hel i copter fly-by

STEVE (V. Q)
I lived in probably the worst part
of this shit-hole town. Gangs,
drugs and what | thought to be the
worst crinme filed area that 1’ ve
ever been to.



STEVE( cont ' d)

Bei ng one of the only white
famly’ s in the nei ghborhood we
really didn't have many friends.
One of the things I renenber is
wanting a Nintendo. M/ cousin Ryan
had won a Hal | oneen contest and got
$100 prize noney. He bought a

Nintendo with it. | figured all I
had to do was save up enough noney
to buy one. | renenber saving

penni es and maybe ni ckel s every
once in a while and about three
nmonths roll by and | finally get to
100. When | took the noney to ny
not her to get a N ntendo, ny heart
was crushed. It turns out | saved
up 100 cents and di scovered at the
rate I was going | would never get
one.

EXT. FRONT PORCH OF RUN DOWN HOUSE

Erica brings home food...unfortunately it cane froma
dunpster behind a grocery store.

STEVE (V. Q)
| guess you can say nmy nother was a
hi gh cl ass dunpster diver. She
woul d only bring hone itens that
haven't been opened... just
expired. And that’s pretty nuch
what | ate for the time my brother
and I was with her.

DR. JEFFERSON (V. O.)
Wl | what does your nother do now?

STEVE (V. Q)
...She died about 6 nonths before |
turned 10.

CUT TGO

I NT. PSYCHI ATRI ST OFFI CE

Steve takes a breath and blinks a few tinmes, thinking to
hi nsel f, trying to hold back the tears.



DR. JEFFERSON
I’mso sorry. It must have been
very hard | osing her at such a
young age. If you don’'t mnd ne
asking....how did she die?

STEVE
Drug Overdose.

DR JEFFERSON
Wl | that maybe one of the problens
your dealing wth.

STEVE
Al I knowis when I lived with her
we were very poor and when | |ater

noved in with ny father and ny
grandnot her 1 think we stepped up
fromthe |lower class into mddle
class. | think that’s why | buy
expensive shit | don't really need.
| feel that I need to surround ny
self with nice things to make
nyself feel better. And since |’'ve
been through sonme rough shit, I try
to be as nice as | can be towards
others. Mbst take nme for granite,
not appreciating anything that I
provide, no thank you...WH CH
REALLY PI SSES ME OFF!

DR JEFFERSON
kay Steve, settle down. Now why do
you get so upset when people don’t
t hank you?

STEVE
They just show conpl ete | ack of
respect. | ama nice guy and I
show respect so | would like it in
return. | learned that in second
gotdam grade. | believe its
call ed the GOLDEN RULE. The whol e
world is one big asshole and its
shitting on ny life. Certain basic
t hi ngs that everyone is forgetting,
that just piss ne off.

DR JEFFERSON
Coul d you give ne an exanpl e?



STEVE
Wiy not. Like | said the GOLDEN
RULE. The pl edge of all egiance.
When | heard they took that out of
t he school | was appal |l ed what our
country had done. It’s little shit
like that, that conpletely change
people. Kids now days have no clue
what that song is and what it
represents.

DR JEFFERSON
According to our past sessions, you
said you would never join the
mlitary...so why are you so upset
about the pledge of allegiance?

STEVE
| said | didn't want to join the
mlitary because we start to nuch
shit with everyone else, and that's
not what | do as a person and |
don’t think we should do that as a
nation. But 911 | was all about
t hat war, but we attacked the w ong
people. Osanma attacked us and we
attack Sadam What the fuck kind
of logic is that?

DR. JEFFERSON

Sadam was killing his own people
and was a terrorist hinself. Iraq
needed to be attacked.

STEVE
Well that’s your opinion and
frankly doc, | don't give a shit
about it... I"mnot here to listen

to you bitch about politics right
now. Your hear to help nme so shut
up and listen.

Doctor Jefferson sits there for a second trying to figure out
what had j ust happened then..

DR. JEFFERSON

Your right...l’msorry. Continue.
STEVE
I guess I’'Il just start nam ng off

bad shit that's happened to ne and
see what you can maeke of it. |
never knew any of ny grandfathers.



STEVE( cont ' d)

They both died when | was a baby,
and don’t renenber themat all. MW
dad’ s brother Rick died when | was
about six or so. He had cancer
Like I said ny nomdied when | was
about 9 and a half of an Overdose.
My Uncle on ny nonis side died of
liver failure. He was the father
of my cousin that won the noney for
the Nintendo. |’ve been in ny fair
share of bad shit too. Car wecks
for exanple.

FADE TGO

I NT. GREEN ‘72 CHEVY NOVA 1989

STEVE (V. Q)
We had just started off froma red
light and we got up to about 30
mles an hour and the traffic had
stopped in front of us and ny
not her hit the breaks but they
didn't work. Me and ny brothers
head snmacked the wi ndshield and |
cut my knee on the radio. That was
ny first mpjor weck. Not too bad
for being 7.

FADE TGO

I NT. GOLD ‘86 TOYOTA CORCLLA 1999
Adanmi s Song by BIink(ﬂﬁgq%)ays in the background

STEVE (V. Q)
And when | was 17 | was on ny way
to work at a Mexican restaurant in
Caney Kansas when | got in ny
second major weck. | had cone to
a three-way stop. The restaurant
sat on the other side of the street
behi nd the unpaved parking lot. |
had stopped at the stop sign and
put a CD in and began to play Adans
Song by Blink 182. [If you ve never
heard it, it fit the nonent
perfectly.



STEVE( cont ' d)

Wthin the first fewlines of the
song he sings “l never thought 1'd
die alone.” | start across the
street and a big ass truck cone
over a hill to the right going
roughly 75 mp.h. in a 35 |

wat ched as the truck flying at ne
at high speed with nothing for ne
to do, but to try and get a prayer
in.

As the truck approached all sound drowned out and the entire
event seened to be in slow notion.

STEVE (V. Q)
| renenber as soon as his bunper
touched the right mddle area of ny
car | passed out.

CUT TGO

ACROSS FROM STREET FACI NG ACCI DENT

Sirens can be heard approaching fromthe distance. No
novenent is comng from Steve’s car. The people in the truck
seemto be okay but shaken. A fire truck and anbul ance
arrive with a police car soon after.

FADE TGO

I NT. GOLD ‘86 TOYOTA COROLLA
Steve starts to wake up.

STEVE (V. Q)
| renmenber thinking the accident
was just a dream | sat up from
t he passenger seat which wasn't
really all there. | opened ny eyes
to see blood all inside ny car.
That’s when | realized that the
acci dent wasn't a dream | | ooked
out the driver side door to see
paranedi cs. The sound started to
cone back and | realized that they

were asking ne questions. | gave

t hem answers, but | don't think

t hey made much sense. | was pretty
delirious.

CUT TGO



I NT. PSYCHI ATRI ST OFFI CE

STEVE
Apparently the passenger side door
was shoved to the mddle of the car
and ny head went through its
wi ndow. | had glass slivers
enbedded in ny skull which I had to
pul | out manual |y because the
nurses couldn't find themall.

DR JEFFERSON
Well Steve our tine for today is

up. But I will see you next
Thur sday.

STEVE
Ckay doc.

DR. JEFFERSON
You take care and be careful.

STEVE
"1l try doc. See ya Thursday.

Steve | eaves the office and begins wal king to his car and
drives to his house. He then unlocks the door and wal ks in.
H s roommates Stephen and Becky aren’t honme, so he retreats
to his roomwhere he sits in front of the conputer and
listens to Led Zeppelin. He becones cal mand rel axed.

Several hours go by when his roommates show up, by the tine
they show up Steve is too tired to stay up and calls it a
day.

FADE TGO

I NT. STEVE' S BEDROOM

Zooned in on Steve's face when alarns starts to sound. Steve
| ooks very groggy and takes a while to get up. He then junps
in the shower and gets ready.

CUT TGO



10.

I NT. KI TCHEN

St eve cooks and eats sone breakfast burritos, then heads out
t he door.

CUT TGO

EXT. COLLEGE PARKI NG LOT
Steve pulls up into a parking space.
Two guys are seen to the left handing out flyers.
QUY #1
Hey man, big party this weekend,
take a flyer.

STEVE
kay.

Ki ds can be seen wal king and tal king all around.

AW
Hey Steve!

Amy runs up frombehind Steve with the sanme flyer in her
hand.

AWY
Are you going to the party this
weekend?
STEVE
| don’t know yet...|l mght.
AWY
You should, I want you to go.
STEVE
Ckay, 1’11 go.
AWY
Geat! 1’|l see you in English
STEVE
kay, 1'Il see you later.

You can tell by the look on Steve's face that he really likes
Amy. Stephen, Steve's roommate runs up to Steve.



STEPHEN

Dude have you heard of the party

t his weekend?

11.

Steve | ooks down at his hand still holding the flyer, which
makes Stephen realize that he had.
STEPHEN
kay, cool. | need a ride out
t here.
STEVE
kay.
STEPHEN
I think Jessica is gonna be out
there. | wanna hook up with her.
STEVE
Cool. | think I"'mgonna talk to

Any when | get out there.
STEPHEN

You' ve been in love with that girl
for like a year and a half,
haven't even got up the courage to

ask her on a date yet.

STEVE

I know, but |I’'mgonna talk to her
at the party about going on a date

sonet i ne.

STEPHEN
kay, 1’11 believe that when |
it.

STEVE

What ever dude, you just watch.

need to get to English.
you at hone.

STEPHEN
Al right man, see ya.

I NT. COLLEGE ENGLI SH CLASS

Steve cones in and sits next to Any.

CUT TGO



12.

STEVE
Hey.

AMY
Hey.

Any start to flirt with Steve in subtle ways, and Steve is
unsure how to respond. The professor conmes in and quiets
down the class. The professor start to go over the next
writing assignnment when the fire alarm goes off.

PROFESSOR SM TH
kay everybody please exit to the
back of the class.

Everyone calmy starts to make their way to the back of the
room A friend of Steve's cones from around the corner.

JCOSH
So what do think?

STEVE
About what ?

JCOSH
The al arm

STEVE
You set that shit off?

JOSH
Hel | yeah dude, you need to cone
hang out with ne today. Skip this
class and conme get high with ne.

STEVE
"1l come with you, but | don't
know about getting high.

JOSH
Conme on you pussy.

STEVE
Maybe. Let’s just go, before
Professor Smith realizes |’ m gone.

CUT TGO

EXT. OUTSI DE OF COLLEGE

Josh and Steve head down the stairs in front of the school
and head toward Steve’'s car.



13.

I NT. STEVE S CAR

Josh starts to pack his glass pipe with marijuana.

STEVE

So where do you want to go?
JOSH

Let’s go back to your house.
STEVE

kay.
JOSH

I wanna get high and play XBOX

Steve and Josh pull up the townhouse. They get out and wal k
to the house then inside. Steve goes into the bathroomto
take a |l eek. Josh plops down on the couch and takes a hit
out of his pipe, then turns on the XBOX. Steve cones out and
sits on the couch next to Josh. About five mnutes roll by
and Josh gets up and grabs a bad of Steve's chips fromon top
of the refrigerator.

STEVE
What do you think about Any?
JOSH
Any ?
STEVE
Yeah Any Jackson. The really cute
bl onde.
JOSH
| guess she’s cool. Never really
talked to her. | think she may be
a slut.
STEVE
What the fuck are you tal kin about?
JOSH
I don’t know I’ m high
STEVE
That’ s what | thought.
JOSH
Let ne see your phone, |’ m gonna

see if Jereny can pick nme up



14.

Josh calls Jereny. Steve goes to reach for the bag of chips
to get a few

JOSH
You can’t have any fatty.

STEVE
Way the fuck not?

JOSH
Your to gotdamm fat that's why.

STEVE
Fuck you dude no I’ m not.

JOSH
You need to start jogging to |oose
t hat beer gut you got going on.

Jereny shows up to break that argunent up. Josh and Jereny

| eave. The | ook on Steve's face shows that he thought Josh’'s
wel come had been wore out. Wth anger still on his face he
retreats to his room once nore.

FADE TGO

I NT. STEVE S BEDROOM ( THURSDAY)

Zooned in on Steve's face when alarns starts to sound. Steve
| ooks very groggy and takes a while to get up. He then junps
in the shower and gets ready.

Wth Steve’'s roommates still sleeping he nust get ready
quietly. He get finished getting ready and heads to the
psychiatrist.

CUT TGO

I NT. PSYCHI ATRI ST OFFI CE

DR. JEFFERSON
Wl cone back Steve. How was your
week.

STEVE
Pretty good. There is this big
party on Saturday | plan on going
to. This girl Any invited ne.



15.

DR JEFFERSON
Oh yes, Any. Have you two
progressed any?

STEVE
Ki nda. I’mtalkin to her now.

DR. JEFFERSON
Does she know you |ike her?

STEVE
| really don't know at this point.
I’mgoing to talk to her on
Saturday at the party. |’ m gonna
ask her on a real date.

DR. JEFFERSON
Good for you. Has anything new
been bot hering you |ately?

STEVE
| still think I'"m being used. For
exanpl e on Monday, ny friend josh
came over and just grabbed a bag of
chi ps w t hout aski ng.

DR JEFFERSON
Did you say anything to hinf

STEVE
No. Then he conti nued
di srespecting ne by calling ne fat.
| feel the only reason he came over
was to eat ny food and play ny

video ganes. | don't think he
woul d have cared if | was there or
not .

DR JEFFERSON
I think you should maybe stick up
for yourself alittle nore and
perhaps you will obtain the respect
your searching for. Also don't
bottle up your enotions. From what
your describing to ne, you hold
everything in until one day you
just burst. Try dealing with your
probl ens as they cone to and you
will be okay.

STEVE
Ckay, 1'I11 try.



16.

DR JEFFERSON
Steve, I’mgoing to put you on a
trial separation fromtherapy to
see how you have progressed with
me. | want you to cone back here
in tw weeks.

STEVE
Are you sure?

DR JEFFERSON
Yes. | feel that you have cone a
long way. Just cone in, in two
weeks and let nme know how it’s

goi ng.

STEVE
kay, doc. See you in two weeks.

Steve gets up and shakes Dr. Jefferson’s hand for the help he
has provided thus far, and wal ks out the door.



