Online Survey on Attitude towards Prostitutes
We have done an online survey (generated by www.my3q.com) on Attitude towards Prostitutes from 10th to 17th April, 2004.  There were 54 respondents including 16 male and 38 female.  

The following tables show the respondents’ details:
	Age group
	Number of respondents

	Less than 18
	29

	18 to 29
	20

	29 to 50
	4

	51 or above
	1

	
	Total: 54


	Education Level
	Number of Respondents

	Secondary/High school
	41

	University
	11

	Postgraduate
	2

	
	Total: 54


	Occupation
	Number of Respondents

	Student
	39

	Clerical/Administrative
	2

	Sales/Marketing
	1

	Computer Technical/Engineering
	1

	Retired
	1

	Other
	5

	
	Total: 49*


*5 respondents didn’t response to this question.

The following bar chart shows their attitudes towards prostitutes:
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37% of respondents consider prostitution as a ‘neutral’ occupation i.e. just as any other occupation.  This shows that discrimination against prostitutes is not serious. 
31.4% of respondents are sympathetic towards prostitutes.  They may think that the majority of prostitutes are being forced to sell their bodies sexually.  This may be due to reasons such as financial difficulty and family problems.  
14.8% feel disgust towards prostitutes.  They may think that prostitution is an occupation of very low priority and ranking.  Prostitutes lower the moral tone of the city and set a bad example to kids and teenagers.   

Few people (7.4%) are in fear of prostitutes because some of them are being controlled by triad society.  

Even fewer (5.55%) look down upon them.
The following pie chart shows their comments towards legalization of prostitution:
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While 37% of respondents treat prostitution just as any other occupation, only 22% agree that prostitution should be legalized while 35% disagree. 

People may think that the harm of legalization outweighs the benefits of it.

The following table shows their responses towards the question -- Would you be ashamed or embarrassed if one of your relatives/friends is a prostitute?
	Response
	Number of respondents

	Yes
	34 (63%)

	No
	20 (37%)

	
	Total: 54


While 37% of respondents treat prostitution just as any other occupation, 63% of respondents would be ashamed or embarrassed if one of their relatives/friends is a prostitute.  It shows that while the majority treats prostitutes fairly, they would still be ashamed or embarrassed if someone close to them is a prostitute.

A sample of the questionnaire:

Attitude towards Prostitution

We're doing a project on Prostitution and we would be really grateful if you could take a few minutes to fill out our questionnaire.
*1. Your age  

a. Less than 18   
b. 18-29    

c. 29-50     

d. 51 or above 

*2. Your education level  

a. Primary      

b. Secondary/High School        

c. University  

d. Postgraduate   

*3. Your gender  

a. Male   
b. Female 

4. Your occupation  

a. Academic/Educator 
b. Executive/Managerial 
c. Professional (doctor, lawyer etc.) 
d. Computer Technical/Engineering
e. Clerical/Administrative 
f. Sales/Marketing  
g. Student  
h. Self-employed 
i. Unemployed, looking for work 
j. Retired 
k. Other 

*5. What is your attitude towards prostitutes?  
a. Admire (high-earnings)
b. Fear (triad society controlled)   
c. Sympathetic 
d. Neutral (just as any other occupation)  

e. Despise  
f. Disgust  
g. Others, please specify: ___________  

*6. Do you think that prostitution should be legalized?  

a. Agree   
b. Disagree 
c. No comment   
*7. Would you be ashamed or embarrassed if one of your relatives/friends is a prostitute?  
a. Yes   
b. No 

Questions with '*' sign must be answered 

Thank you.
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