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Sensebach Biographies
by Steven L. Sinsabaugh

B  iography – the stories of the lives
   of real people – has always been

    one of the most popular forms of
literature. We read biographies in high school
in English class, and biographies are almost
always found on the New York Times best
seller lists. There is even a TV series called
Biography, documenting the lives of the fa-
mous and infamous. The literary form is not
limited to the dead – just visit your local book-
store to see biographies on everyone from
Madden to Madonna. Even the fascination
with the famous, in such forums as People
magazine and the show Lifestyles of the Rich
and Famous, can be seen as just another ex-
ample of biography.

While Robin Leach has not reported
on the lifestyles of any Sensebachs,
there are written biographies on past
members of our family. Some of these
have been incorporated in previous is-
sues of this newsletter. Examples in-
clude extracts from the biography of
Reverend Oscar Fitzgerald Sensebach
(vol. , no. ), the biography of Adam
Henry Sinsabaugh (vol. , no. ), and
Hiram Sinsabaugh (vol. , no. ).

A common place for genealogists to find
biographies is in the county histories
that were popular in the era between
the Civil War and World War I. Sev-
eral publishers went county to county
assembling histories of the counties for
sale. These histories included biogra-
phies of the famous and notable mem-
bers of the community. These biogra-
phies were based on information pro-
vided by the individuals, their families
and friends.

Of course, the goal of the publishers

was to sell books. So they would include as
may “notable” local citizens as possible. And
the style of writing often reflected this goal,
with flowery language enhancing the biog-
raphies.

In this issue are several examples of these
biographies. Each has a brief introduction,
pointing out highlights of the biography, and
describing how they fit into our family tree.

James L. Sinsabaugh
of Licking County, Ohio
This is a typical biography, which, like many
others, focuses on the business aspects of the
subject’s life. Political parties are also commonly
mentioned. Immediately after the Civil War
(in the North) the majority list themselves as
Republicans (or as often worded “the party of
Lincoln”). Other biographies, where the subject
lists himself as a Democrat, frequently refer to
Andrew Jackson.

Other members of James’ family have appeared
in this newsletter. A grandson of Simeon
Sinsabaugh, nephew of David and Hiram
Sinsabaugh (vol , no. ), son of Reverend
George Sinsabaugh (vol. , no. ) and brother of
David Sinsabaugh (vol. , no. ) and Joseph B.
Sinsabaugh (vol. , no.  and elsewhere in this
issue).

Centennial History
of Licking County, Ohio.

Read at the Centennial Celebration of the
Licking Co. Agricultural Society. At the “Old
Fort,” July th .

by Isaac Smucker

Newark, Ohio
Clark & Underwood, printer, 

James L. Sinsabaugh - One of the lead-
ing business enterprises of Utica is that
conducted by the firm of Sinsabaugh &
McConnell, of which the subject of this
sketch is a member. They are among the
leading contractors and builders of the
city, and are also the owners and propri-
etors of a planing-mill and a sawmill, their
ventures in various lines having been
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